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Next week will appear a Portrait and Bibhographical Notice of 
GzORGE MACDONALD. 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIAL NOTES. 
Shit 

HEN our Simla correspondent sent off his last 

letter, the quietness of the Afghan population 

under our rule was beginning to excite some surprise. 
“Afghan friendship is more dangerous than Zulu enmity” 
was the mof#, we are told, of a high “political” who has had 
personal acqaintance with both peoples. One reason for 
their quiescence was found in the prevalence of a vague 
impression that a Russian army of invasion would appear 
at no late date in the neighbourhood of Balkh. The 
more unruly spirits accordingly came to the conclusion 
that their wisest policy would be to disarm suspicion for 


the time being by seeming to acquiesce in the existing 


state of things. This very Mahomed Jan, who has lately 
been playing such a conspicuous part against us, is one 
of the Afghan notables described by our correspondent 
as having grown too Anglophil to be safely trusted. 
Being a “ Piz,” or saint, and equally notorious up to a 
late date for fanaticism and ambition, it seemed altogether 
unnatural that he could have really put aside all Ais 
long-cherished convictions and hopes at such short 
notice. If we are correctly informed, however, this 
dangerous man really gained the confidence of General 
Roberts to a considerable extent, and not very long ago 
there was some talk at Cabul of placing him in a position 
of authority, where his saintly frestige and political 
influence might work to our advantage, 


THE report reaches us from Moscow that the individual 
who attempted the assassination of the Czar was no other 
than Fomin, the Nihilist leader, who escaped from the 
Citadel at Wilna a short time ago. The Colonel of the 
Gendarmerie and several of the prison warders at Khar- 
koff are said to have recognised the man from the parti- 
culars furnished them by the Moscow police. Should 
this be true, a fresh incident will have been added to the 


career of a conspirator whose name is perhaps better 
‘kmgwn in Russia than that of any other revolutionist 


except Solovieff. As we stated only a short time ago, — 


when Fomin escaped from his cell at Wilna, the Nihilist 
leader has been a revolutionist from his youth. Com- 
pelled to flee from college, he sought refuge at Odessa, 
with Tchoubaroff, the Nihilist who conspired to blow up 
the Emperor at Nicolaeff in 1877. Thence he proceeded 
last year to Karkoff to attempt the liberation of Vomo- 
ralsky. In this he was successful, but being the same 
day arrested himself he was tried and sentenced to impri- 
sonment for life in the Wilna Citadel. His notoriety in 
Russia rose less on account of any personal qualities he 
possessed than by reason of the extraordinary endeavours 
that were made by the revolutionary party to obtain his 
release, and by the assassination of Prince Krapotkin, 
Governor of Karkoff, out of revenge for having ordered 
his trial by court-martial. Both during his attempt to 
liberate Vomoralsky, and while under examination before 
the judges, Fomin betrayed great nervousness, and it is 
probable that this defect in the assassin saved the Em- 
pefor’s life. This supposition is, of course, only possible 


if the attempt was a genuine one and not a police ar- 


rangement; and if the latter be the case nothing is more 
likely than that the authorities should accuse so well 
known a man as Fomin, 

Paris is daily expecting a break-up of the Govern- 
ment, and the question of the hour seems confined to 
the number of pieces the Ministry will be fractured into. 
To speak the plain truth, the position of members of the 
Government is very strange indeed. Twice within a few 
days have they demanded a vote of confidence, and 
twice have they obtained it. But these Pyrrhic victories 
have been more disastrous than even defeats would have 
been, for during the voting a very large number of depu- 
ties absented themselves voluntarily. ‘They said, in effect : 
“ We do not wish to turn you out directly, but we shall 
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be much obliged if you will be good énough to go of 
your own accord.” Every member of the Government 
carries his resignation in his pocket. But by whom are 
they to be replaced? It would be difficult to find men 
willing to take the reins without a decided Parliamentary 
majority, and at the present juncture it seems equally 
difficult to discern where the majority lies, and what it 
desires. It appears that M. de Freycinet will be charged 
with the formation of the new Cabinet. One cannot but 
wish him all success ; but at the same time there seems 
very little hope of his attaining it. The new Govern- 
ment would be like the old—without any solid moral 
support ; and where it would eventually lead to is diffi- 


cult to foresee. 


To judge by a telegram which reached London on 
Wednesday, the return of the emigrants to the portion of 
Eastern Roumelia inhabited by Bulgarians is being 
carried out in a very peculiar manner. The following is 
the text of the telegram :— 

“\Philippopolis to London. 


“Twelve degrees below freezing (5 deg. of Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer) ; six hundred Jews absolutely destitute ; instant 
help indispensable to savé life; urgently beg English 
charity.” 


It is no secret that these good Christians. in Bulgaria 
were thoroughly impartial, and robbed, plundered, and 
burnt the houses of Jews as completely as those of 
Mussulmans. This, of course, is of no consequence to a 
Christian people like the English, for the sufferers are 
only Mussulmans and Jews. 


, 


CotoneL PerroosevitcH, the  newly-appointed 
Governor of the Transcaspian region, has signalised 
his accession to office by laying before the authorities 
two separate plans for the construction of a tramway to 
the Turcoman oasis. One route proposed runs from the 
port of Tchikishlar to the Bendesen defile, on the verge 
of the Tekke territory; and the other from the Gulf of 
Michielovsk, near Krasnovodsk, tothe Turcoman fortress 
of Kizil Arvat, about eighty miles to the west of 
Bendesen. ‘The former line would run, we understand, 
via Kharadji Batyr to Bayat-Khaji on the Atrek, 
and thence along that river to the fort which the 
Russians have constructed at Tchat. From this point 
it would proceed to Douzoloom on the Sombar river, 
and afterwards, vid Tarsakan and the defile of the 
Kopet Dagh, to the destination at Bendesen. The cost 
of this line per mile would be about £3000, much of the 
road running over a flat, clayey desert. The .drawback 
to this route is that for four months out of the twelve the 
ground would be too soft for traffic owing to floods and 
rains, whereas the alternative route from Michaelovsk, 
although more exposed to the attacks of the enemy, 
would be available for use most of the year. Colonel 
Petroosevitch is extremely anxious that one of the two 
schemes should be adopted, as the camel supply in the 
Transcaspian region is greatly exhausted and it is 
doubtful whether another requisition could be made 
sufficient for the requirements of 20,000 troops. ‘The 
tramway scheme would involve a very large outlay—at 
least 6,000,000 roubles—but it would be cheaper in the 
end than the employment of camels. Of the 6,000 of 
these costly and ineffective animals purchased by 
General Lazareff in June for the use of his column only 
300 remain alive. The rest have succumbed to the 
hardships of the desert. 


| Thirty-five out of the ninety-six torpedo-cuttets atta 
| to the Baltic Fleét are to be struck off the active'list and 
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stowed away in one of the disused buildings in the Cron. 
stadt Dockyard. From time to time theit number will 
be increased by new arrivals, fresh additions of improved 
torpedo-cutters to the active force of sixty-one boats 
being followed by the removal of a corresponding number 
to the reserve. 


WE understand from a good St. Petersburgsource that 
very large orders for war matériel have been given to the 
Government establishments, particularly in regard to 
arms, ammunition, and stores needed in Asiatic cam- 
paigns. Endeavours are being made to keep the destina- 
tion of these stores a strict secret, only the heads of the 
establishments being in the confidence of the War Office, 


Bryonp the general political disorganisation, which is 
becoming more apparent every day, there is little news 
from Paris. ‘The Reverend Father Didon, who preached 
on divorce at the Church of St. Philippe du Roule, has 
been inhibited by the Archbishop of Paris. The Arch- 
bishop cannot fairly be blamed for the action he has 
taken. Although the opinions of Pére Didon were not 
absolutely unconformable to Catholic doctrine, it was not 
becoming for a private priest to advertise his name all 
over Paris as he did. He isa man of energetic appear- 
ance, of considerable intellectual power, and great 
oratorical talent. But possessed by the “last infirmity 
of noble minds,” he was determined to become a public 
character, and even kept a secretary whose sole duty 
seemingly consisted in informing the daily and weekly 
press of the approaching outbursts of the reverend 
father’s Dominican fervour. 


EVERYTHING that occurs in Paris is turned to political 
account, even the cold weather and the misery attendant 
upon it. The Figaro opened a subscription to relieve 
the prevalent distress, and in a few days succeeded in 
collecting £32,000. This has terribly annoyed the 
Republican journals ; for the /igaro gave a very precise 
reason for the collection—viz., to make a demonstration 
against the Government Bureaux de bienfaisane. The 
officials who had for years conducted these charities with 
the greatest success were some little time ago summarily 
dismissed, in order that their places might be given to 
some of M. Gambetta’s friends ; so the Republican 
papers made a great effort, and urged their readers to 
win in charity as they had in politics, but, alas! in vain, 
for their united efforts only succeeded in realising £ 1600. 
Another good work done by the /igavo is the establish- 
ment of charcoal stoves at various street corners in the 
interior of Paris, in order that passers-by may warm 
themselves. 


A FRONTIER correspondent, outlining an imaginary 
sketch of future possibilities, writes, “It might be a 
rather serious matter if, in the dead of winter, the dis- 
banded regulars of Shere Ali were to close in on Cabul 
from all points, while the Ghilzais, Mohmunds, and 
Mongols attacked our posts in the Khoorum Valley 
and on the Khyber line.” Fanciful as this danger evi- 
dently seemed to the writer at the time, his loose 
vaticination has already been fulfilled. For it can 


scarcely be questioned that some Ghilzais and Mongols 
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have been helping Mahomed Jan ; the large number of 
men he must have had at'his disposal to enable him to 
give battle simultaneously to General Baker and General 
Macpherson fairly warrants that assumption. As, there- 
fore, our correspondent’s judgment so far is justified by 
the event, we are inclined to give some weight to his 
misgivings on another head. He questions whether 
General Roberts had really succeeded in collecting “ five 
months’ supplies” before the setting in of winter. “‘ From 
what reaches me,” writes our correspondent, “I very 
much doubt whether the General has more than a couple 
of months’ fuel, for one thing, in hand, while his stores of 
forage, I imagine, to be even less plentiful.” In such a 
climate as that of Afghanistan a lack of fuel at the 
present season would be scarcely less fatal than a lack of 
food. 


WE understand that the Chinese Government has 
made a formal application to Russia to seize and intern 
the Kashgarian leader, Khakim Khan, whose defeat and 
flight to Bokhara we described in our issue last week. 


AmonG the many “rising men,” as they imagine them- 
selves to be, who aspire on the occasion of a change of 
Government to hold office under the Crown, few 
take any steps to qualify themselves for the posts they 
may be called upon to occupy, assuming the dreams of 
their ambition to be realised. They are, some of them, 
highly educated, have fluent tongues, and perhaps a 
certain amount of parliamentary experience, but of the 
official experience so requisite for the proper performance 
of the duties of subordinate members of Government 
they have absolutely none. They know nothing, or next 
to nothing, of the system under which business at the 
public offices is transacted ; nor will they have opportu- 
nity of acquiring such knowledge until they are appointed 
Under-Secretaries of State or Junior Lords of the 
Treasury, when, if the Government of which they form 
a part stays long enough in power, they will, if blessed 
with average common-sense and ability, be gradually 
trained to conduct official business, if not with credit, 
perhaps without danger to the reputation of the Govern- 
ment and to the public interests. In the meantime, 
while this course of education is going on, what damage 
may they not do! Their chiefs, whose own hands are 
full, cannot supervise the work of these sucking statesmen. 
They are but too apt to despise the teachings and warn- 
ings of the permanent officials, who try to keep them 


straight, and the result is that they often get into scrapes, : 


bring odium on the Cabinet Ministers in whose name 
they act, and make the Government unpopular. It 
takes, on the average, three years in office before an 
Under-Secretary of State is in any way fit for his post. 
The subject is well worth the attention of statesmen. 
Half-a-dozen rash and inexperienced subordinate officials, 
treading upon éverybody’s toes who come in their path, 
are sufficient to upset the strongest Government. 


Tue Russian Press expresses itself in angry terms at 
the influence which the English are acquiring in Japan. 
The St. Petersburg Vedomosti says :—“The engineers of 
England already occupy the island of Yesso, in proximity 
to our own Saghalien, constructing there a railroad, and 
developing industries to an alarming extent. In the 
administrative spheres of Japan the English are also 
beginning to exert influence, half the foreigners employed 
as officials by the Mikado being individuals of English 
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influence be speedily brought to bear against them, the 
policy of the country will pass exclusively into their 
hands.” In. other words, the Vedomosti wishes that the 
Russian Government should intrigue for the expulsion of 
Englishmen from Japan, and that the dishonest seizure 
of Saghalien should be followed by the gradual annexa- 
tion of the rest of the Mikado’s dominions, 





THE grand skating race at Thorney on the gth inst., 
has been followed by several other local meetings, at 
which the title of Champion of England was again 
offered to public competition. It seems, moreover, that 
a second committee, formed partly of London and partly 
of Cambridge men, is negotiating for another big race, to 
be held in a more central place, where spectators can 
have a look at the performance without exiting them- 
selves to the remote and dreary wilds of the Fen country. 
If this project should be carried out, it is hoped that the 
organisers of the meeting will avoid the gross and 
palpable errors committed hitherto in arranging these 
affairs. By some extraordinary mismanagement, the 
course has in general been so marked out that the men 
had to skate over a straight run of only a few hundred 
yards in length, and then turning short round to come 
back on a parallel line to the starting-point, where they 
again had to reverse their position, and so. double 
backwards and forwards till the whole distance was 
accomplished. This practice is quite in accordance 
with former custom in the Fens, but it is none 


-the less absurd and fatal to fast skating. A cham- 


pion skater should be a man who can skate faster than 
the rest of the world, and not one who combines with 
fast skating the still more unnecessary knack of turning 
rapidly round a post. ‘There could be no difficulty this 
winter, even quite close to London, in finding a straight 
run of half or three-quarters of a mile, besides which, by 
making the course oblong or oval, it would be easy 
to arrange so that there should be no necessity at all for 
those awkward turns which have hitherto entirely spoilt 
the races as tests of speed. 


YeEstTeRDAY the Metropolitan Board of Works granted 
the application of Mr. Edison’s Telephone Company for 
permission to use the subways of the Board in West- 
minster and the neighbourhood. In New York and 
Philadelphia the telephone is already largely in use for 
commercial and even domestic purposes, and as long as 
we are not threatened with an invasion of our private 
dwellings we shall be. well satisfied that it should 
be largely applied here. It would be awkward if 
this instrument were introduced into every house, as 
there would then be no chance whatever of escaping 
edged tongues and harsh voices, which the wire would 
sharpen and make still more unpleasant. 





The PortRAIT OF Mr. Brownine published on 29th 
November not having been entirely satisfactory, a new one 
is issued with this number. Subscribers are requested to 


destroy the old one. 








Joun BrINSMEAD AND SON’s Patent SOSTENENTE PIANOS 


i ighest Honours at the Paris Exhibitionof 1878, namely, The 
pammengar y hay ye oe of Honour, atd also the Gold Medal of the National 


Academy of France.—18, WiGMOKE STREET, London, W. 
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THE EXAMINER. 


“Party is the madness of many for the gain of a few.” —SwiFt 





LONDON, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1879. 





AFGHAN DISASTERS. 

UT a few short weeks ago we were establishing our- 
selves in Afghanistan as if the country belonged to 
us, were appointing governors in the principal cities, and 
making ourselves comfortable for the winter. It was 
almost unanimously felt that there was no necessity for 
hurry in deciding about the future government of the 
country, since the inhabitants appeared satisfied with our 
semi-military, semi-native administration. Looking back to 
the despatches from Generals Roberts, Stewart, and 
Gough, of the end of last and the beginning of this 
month, we find nothing but the most sanguine hopes of 
tranquillity, and scarcely any trace of apprehension. 
Here and there a night attack on some picket was 
reported, or the murder of a camp-follower mentioned 
incidentally. But such outrages were put down to the 
irrepressibly lawless nature of individuals among the hill 
tribes ; there was, we were told, nothing in them but the 
natural result of the introduction of a strict régime among 
people who had hitherto lived principally by plunder, 
and would be equally hostile to any Government, whether 
native or foreign, which attempted to keep order. 
The outbreaks were in fact not only of a trifling nature in 
themselves, but also sporadic in their character, and could 
by no means be taken as proofs of disaffection. When, 
as occasionally happened, these offences became harass- 
ing, and too frequently repeated to be passed over 
without some show of punishment, a small force was sent 
out to scour the country, burn a village or two, and 
otherwise show that our administration was as ready to 
chastise as to reward. Meanwhile, the line of commu- 
nication by the Kurrum Valley having been abandoned 
on account of the Peiwar Kotal being impassable in 
winter, there appeared to be no difficulty in keeping a 
secure road to Peshawur open via Gandamuk and 
Jellalabad, at both of which places considerable forces 
were stationed, and native civilians were appointed by us 
as governors. In short, everything was couleur de rose. 
We had, indeed, still to face the difficulty of ultimately dis- 
posing of Afghanistan, but meanwhile we had got it, and 
intended to govern it as best we could until this difficulty 
could be arranged by our Ministers in Downing Street. 
There was much talk of a still further increase of our 
responsibilities by an advance on Herat, but there did 
not appear to be the slightest doubt in the minds of any 
of those persons in India who had the best opportuni- 
ties of being informed that our tenure of all Eastern and 
Southern Afghanistan was, at any rate, perfectly secure 
for the present. We were the conquerors, we had 
defeated the Afghans in a pitched battle at Charasiab, 
we had occupied their capital, and we were holding the 
country with a British force larger than any which had 

previously crossed the frontier. 

All this has now, in the space of five days, entirely 
changed. We are no longer the conquerors, but are our- 
selves surrounded. We no longer hold Cabul and Gan- 
damuk and Jellalabad with overwhelming forces, ready 
to swoop down on isolated offenders, burn villages, and 
chastise hostility, but we are closely besieged in our can- 
tonments. For it is of no use mincing matters, Lord 
Lytton’s usual roseate view of affairs has become unfor- 

tunately notorious, and we have been obliged during the 
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past year to examine every line of his despatches and to 
weigh every word with more than ordinary care. Now, 
however, even Lord Lytton’s sanguine and poetic tempe- 
rament is not sufficient to make him call the position of 
matters satisfactory ; even he is forced to admit that they 
are very serious indeed. He tries, of course, to put the 
best aspect on them—to turn, in fact, that side towards 
England which he wishes English people to see. But his 
anxiety is clearly visible, and the reverse of the medal per- 
sistently refuses to be concealed. It is now obvious to 
every one, what before was clear to all except Government 
officials and their obsequious panegyrists, that the stringent 
orders against newspaper correspondents in camp were as 
mischievous in their effects as they were offensive in their 
form. We have no impartial accounts of the actions 
which led to General Roberts being shut up in the Shir- 
pore camp, and, what is infinitely more serious, since, 
whatever the causes of the disaster, they cannot now be 
remedied, we have no other authority for the statement 
that he is fully supplied with all necessaries for his army 
beyond official assertions. ‘The greater the deficiencies 
in commissariat and supply the louder are generally the 
protestations that everything is in perfect order. Only 
when these departments have utterly broken down—only 
when the army is starving, or the men are dying like flies 
for want of clothes, tents, or boots—then suddenly it is 
discovered that the arrangements were defective all 
along. This has happened so frequently, even when our 
forces have not been exposed to the excessive strain of a 
severe winter in a difficult and entirely hostile country 
without any communication with the source of supply, 
that we may be pardoned if from the experience of the 
past we take a gloomy view of the future. And this view 
is not materially modified—nay, it is rather strengthened 
—by the Viceroy’s despatch of Wednesday last. Generab 
Roberts has, he says, an ample supply of “ most neces- 
saries.” We should have hoped that he would have been 
amply supplied with a// necessaries. An army in the field 
can do without luxuries (though it is astonishing how the 
power of resistance of a large number of men is increased 
by an occasional distribution of them), but certainly, if 
words mean anything, it must have necessaries, or it can- 
not exist. Bread or flour is a necessity, meat in some 
form or other, a certain quantity of spirits, medical 
appliances and stores, warm clothing and warm covering, 
and ammunition. If any one of these be wanting, not 
only may the efficiency of the army be seriously impaired, 
but its very existence is at stake ; and on this point, un- 
fortunately, the official despatches give no information. 
The evidence of a single careful special correspondent 
would have gone further to reassure the English people 
than all the sanguine despatches of Lord Lytton. 

How formidable is the opposition which has now 
suddenly come to a head may be judged from the fact 
that we have three separate armies, none of which can 
be called numerically weak if we consider the small 
numbers with which we have always won our battles in 
India, each of them cut off from the other and from their 
base, and all virtually blockaded and besieged. General 
Roberts has little short of seven thousand men, General 
Gough six thousand, and General Bright above four. 
There are therefore about seventeen thousand men on the 
line between Khyber and Cabul alone—a force nearly as 
large as that with which we besieged Sebastopol. It 1s 
clear then that the number of the enemy who has suc- 
ceeded in locking up this force must, at the lowest 
estimate, be from fifty to sixty thousand men. That such 
huge numbers could not have been raised without precon- 
certed plans and a complete scheme for a simultaneous 
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attack by the Afghans and the hill tribes is pretty clear, even 
if the letters discovered did not tend to prove it. Once 
more then we have been deceived by the apparent tran- 
quillity of the Asiatics. Once more, for the hundredth 
time, we have been living in a fool’s paradise. No 
experience in Eastern warfare appears to teach our 
officers that they can never be sure of Mussulmans. 
Poor Cavagnari paid with his life for his overweening 
confidence in his power of dealing with Yakoob Khan 
and the Sirdars ; we have already paid with a number of 
no less valuable lives, lost in the five days’ fighting round 
Cabul, for the ignorance of our commanders in what was 
going on around them. We sincerely trust that our three 
army corps are as “ safe” as Lord Lytton thinks ; but it 
is a poor consolation after fourteen months’ war to have 
to say to ourselves that we hope our brave men are 
“safe.” Better to have burnt Cabul after the murder of 
Cavagnari at the-risk of punishing the innocent with the 
guilty, and to have retired from the country after inflict- 
ing severe chastisement, than to expose a number of gal- 
lant men to a fate which we scarcely dare to contemplate, 
The Afghans, unfortunately, are not likely to give 
quarter, nor to make prisoners of war. It is now not a 
struggle for conquest, but for very life; and we have no 
means of knowing how it is proceeding, nor whether, 
while we write, our brave soldiers are living or dead. 


FATHER AND SON. 


HE rumoured quarrel between the Czar and 
the Cesarevitch is a very probable outcome of 
the present crisis in Russia, although we may expect to 
hear the report contradicted by inspired newspapers in 
Germany. It is well known that the Cesarevitch is not 
an admirer of the repressive measures adopted by the 
Emperor, and if proof were needed for this assertion it 
could be found in the petition which the students of the 
St. Petersburg University publicly carried to the Anitch- 
koff Palace early this year, and which resulted in un- 
pleasantness between the father and son, and the exile 
of several of the petitioners to Siberia. In his liberal 
proclivities the Cesarevitch has a large following among 
the officials of the State, not perhaps from any desire on 
their part fora free form of Government, but because 
ambitious men see that their fortunes are more closely 
linked with those of the rising son than with those of the 
old man whose life is threatened with an incurable 
latent disease and who may be cut off at any moment by 
the hand of an assassin. Another circumstance that 
secures popularity for the Cesarevitch is the fact that he is 
a strenuous hater of the Germans—and to call a man a 
German (Naitmets) in Russia is the strongest piece of 
insolence you can cast in his face—and that he favours 
the national party of progress “ from within,” as opposed 
to the party which seeks to Europeanise Russia, forgetful 
of Catherine’s great maxim, “ Unhappy the country that 
seeks its well-being from abroad.” .The Cesarevitch has 
thus a number of adherents, and the question is whether 
he is really prepared to go to extremes to obtain the 
revocation of the recent repressive measures, and whether 
the Nihilists can so far rely upon his gracious interven- 
tion as to close once for all their struggle against the 
Crown. 

During the last fortnight the strongest epithets have 
been applied to the Nihilists by newspapers in this 
country, and the Emperor has been extolled as one of 
the best of sovereigns, or rather as “the best and the 
most humane monarch that ever wielded the sceptre of 
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Russia.” That this latter assertion is arrant and egre- 
gious nonsense goes without saying among persons who 
have the faintest knowledge of Russian history. ‘The 
Emperor, it is true, has achieved great reforms, but not 
one tithe of what Peter the Great accomplished, and 
certainly not more than those which Catherine the Great 
brought about ; and there is this great difference between 
him and Peter the Great: the latter was consistent in 
his innovations from beginning to end, and never swerved 
from his wonderful endeavours, in spite of the fanaticism 
of the army, the clergy, the people, and his own imme- 
diate officials, who often attempted his assassination ; 
while the present Emperor, aided by the sympathy of all 
classes, except by a fraction of the weakest of them all— 
the nobility—early grew weary of well-doing, and during 
the last few years has virtually cancelled many of his 
reforms... The emancipation of the Serfs, for instance, 
has been partly annulled by the law placing the peasants 
under the tyrannical power of the commune, the institu- 
tion of municipal councils and provincial assemblies 
have been shattered by the recent regulations ordering 
governors-general to choose and dismiss the members, 
and trial by jury has given way to courts-martial and the 
increased irresponsible action of the police. Could the 
really patriotic and robust-minded “ Peter Veleek ” arise 
from his grave he would laugh to scorn the paltry preten- 
sions of his successor to call himself “ Reformer,” and 
would at once sweep away all these surroundings which 
a pusillanimous spirit has gathered around it to save itself 
from the destructive forces of its own creating. As for 
the Czar being a humane man, it is surely forgotten that 
his reign has witnessed the frightful excesses attending 
the conquest of the Caucasus, the depopulation of 
Abkazia, the cruelties of the Polish revolt of 1864, the 
massacre of the Yomoot Turcomans, and the conversion 
to orthodoxy of the Greco-Uniats by what has been 
called “the baptism of the bayonet.” How can English- 
men overlook the fact, founded on the figures of the 
Governor of Tobolsk, that while in the reign of Nicholas 
only a few thousand persons were deported to Siberia 
every year, the annual rate since 1870 has exceeded 
20,000, and is this year believed to amount to 30,000 or 
35,000 exiles. It is frequently stated that the Czar is 
kept in a cloud of ignorance by designing officials, but 
such apologists forget that his Majesty regularly reads 
the leading home and foreign journals—including the 
Times—and is thus well informed of what is passing 
around him, not to mention what he learns through the 
kindly offices of Ministers intriguing against more 
flourishing rivals. 

We should have some faith in the Cesarevitch were we 
not aware that during the conflict that has taken place 
between autocracy and the people since 1866, he has 
never attempted publicly to put his liberal principles 
into practice. He may have remonstrated with the 
Czar privately ; if so, his success has never been apparent, 
and his failures in the past are a poor encouragement at 
the present juncture. That he will openly defy his 
father and insist upon reform are probabilities likely to 
be accepted only by persons who do not understand the 
national character of the Russian people, with whom 
filial disobedience is the greatest crime of which a man can 
be guilty. Were the Cesarevitch to rebel, it is certain 
that the mass of the army and the people would favour 
the father, and the son would irreparably damage his chance 
of succession to the throne. The only thing to be expected 
of him is that he may form an opposition to the Czar 
among the officials of the State, although as he has not 
attempted to do so hitherto it isa question whether he 
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will do so in the future. In the meanwhile are the 
people to accept the advice of a large portion of the 
English press and remain quiet until the Cesarevitch or 
some other powerful personage secures their freedom for 
them? We think not. It may be laid down as a 
certainty, based on the commonest knowledge of 
human nature, that unless the Nihilists keep up their 
agitation the Cesarevitch will cease his efforts on the part 
of the people, supposing he be inclined to make any, and 
the nation may be sure that unless it asks with threats 
concessions from the Crown, it will never get them. 
Nihilism is thus a necessity, and should on that account 
receive greater appreciation from the English public. 
By Nihilism we do not mean the insignificant set of 
doctrinaires who hold the Socialist views of Bakounin, 
but refer to the term as it is now getting to be under- 
stood in Russia—opposition to abuse of adminstration, 
whether proceeding from the Czar or any of his sub- 
ordinates. This broader signification of the term we 
shall endeavour next week to expose, by which time 
more particulars will have probably come to hand of the 
quarrel between the Czar and the heir-apparent. 


THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF MINES. 


HIS Institution, which has its new quarters in 
Jermyn Street, has been the subject of a very 
important correspondence between Dr. Percy, the 
eminent metallurgist, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. The subject of the dispute may be briefly 
summed up as follows :—It had been proposed to remove 
the Metallurgical Department, including the Laboratory 
for the Assay of Minerals, to South Kensington. This 
proposal had its origin in the idea of the concentration 
of all scientific branches at South Kensington. Perhaps 
the greatest nuisance in the scientific world is the amateur 
who “ dabbles” and asks questions; and we feel sure that 
the men who are pursuing the study of so intricate a sub- 
ject as mining and metallurgy will not hail this proposal 
with any great degree of satisfaction. Scientific research 
is the exercise of the brain, just as cricket or lawn-tennis 
is an exercise for the body; the profession of a mining 
engineer entails a vast amount of responsibility and care, 
coupled with a close study of the different methods of win- 
ning coal; and the information once acquired, no man is 
prepared to impart it to casual inquirers ; neither is he, if 
he happen to be an engineer of any standing, prepared to 
undergo a never-ceasing cross-examination as to which 
is the best safety-lamp, or the relative merits of the fan- 
and-furnace system of ventilation. Can any sane man 
imagine that it is seriously proposed to remove ome—and 
that the most important—department of a very techni- 
cal science, and leave the rest? ‘The student at the 
proposed laboratory at South Kensington will perhaps 
find it necessary to refer to the papers of the Mines 
Record Office ; he will have to make a pilgrimage to 
Jermyn Street and back in search of his object. If the 
idea of concentration were seriously entertained, surely 
it would be better to remove the whole combined institu- 
tion, now situated in one building—viz., the School of 
Mines, the Geological Museum and Survey, and the 
Mines Record Office; for to remove any one is to 
destroy the utility of all. We extract a passage from Dr. 
Percy’s reply to the Chancellor of the Exchequer ghat 
will show that not only is this insane proceeding un- 
desirable from the point of view held by all the mining 
engineers, but, further, that it is not even justified’ by the 
well-worn plea‘of economy. Dr. Percy says:—‘ I con- 
clude by submitting to you the following proposal: 
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The architect of the building company has offered to 
provide me with a new and somewhat larger laboratory 
on the site of the existing one for an annual rental of 
£300, or one twice as large for an annual rental of £500, 
The former is, I think, large enough ; for, as other insti- 
tutions are springing up in which metallurgy is to be 
taught, it is not likely that the number of my students 
will much increase. Provided I be not disturbed} I wil] 
undertake to conduct the laboratory free of all charge to 
the Government—in fact, to make it wholly self-support- 
ing—and shall be prepared to give ample security to the 
Treasury for the fulfilment of such an engagement, | 
have very maturely considered this proposal, the accept. 
ance of which by the Government would give me y. 
great satisfaction.” Let us refer back to the letter of 
Sir Roderick I. Murchison of April 22, 1871. He says : 
Tt is essential to the success of the School of Mines 
that it should be ever kept in connection with the 
Geological Survey and Museum in Jermyn Street,” 
Professor Warrington Smyth, in a letter to Dr. Percy, 
states that “a removal of your laboratory would be fatal 
to the usefulness of a public institution.” 

Here, then, we have the highest testimony from 
scientific and practical experts of the folly of such a 
proceeding as that proposed, whilst we also have a direct 
offer, conspicuous for its generosity, to conduct the 
Laboratory free of all expense. If the higher powers that 
be separate the two Institutions, or rather Departments, 
in the face of this evidence, we predict the utter failure 
of the existing and not successful scheme for the educa- 
tion of mining engineers, with no increased. benefits to 
the South Kensington Science and Art Department ; and 
we strongly advise the authorities, in whose hands the 
decision lies, not to consummate their home policy by 
destroying one of the most useful institutions of the 
country by disintegrating its parts, under the impression 
that they are concentrating Science and Art under one 
roof. The proposal, by whomsoever originated, is perhaps 
the silliest we have yet been asked to entertain, and we 
can only describe it as a bungling job without an 
object. 

A pamphlet, published by Clowes, will afford our 
readers every particular, and we leave them with 
considerable confidence to read it and judge for them- 
selves. A petition to Government against the proposed 
removal is being prepared, and has already received 
numerous promises of support. We shall be careful to 
keep our readers informed of the progress of this job, 
and of the opposition to it. 





TURKISH AFFAIRS. | 
CONSTANTINOPLE, Dec. Qt. 


HE offer of Monsieur Michel, a rich French contrac- 

tor, to construct quays, warehouses, and bridges 

along the shores of the Golden Horn has been accepted 
in preference to that of the representative of a large 
English firm. The Englishman went to work straight- 
forwardly, offered liberal terms, but absolutely refused to 
treat on the basis of backshish. ‘This in itself would 
have been sufficient to put him out of the running, but 
over and beyond this his French rival was favoured by 
special circumstances, which serve to show how such 
things are managed in Turkey. Some years ago, when 
Ariff Pasha was Ambassador at Paris, M. Michel laid 
before him a project for constructing quays and other 
improvements on either side of the Golden Horn. The 
idea was pleasing to Arifi, who there and then had M. 
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Michel’s application. and. all documents relating thereto 
translated into Turkish and reduced to a presentable 
form. The moment, however, was not favourable, and 
the project was allowed to lie dormant, until a turn of 
the wheel brought Arifi Pasha into power as Grand 
Vizier. M. Michel saw his opportunity, sped to Con- 
stantinople, and brought his scheme again before Arifi. 
The Grand Vizier, having all the papers already trans- 
lated, at once laid the project before the Sultan, and also 
presented M. Michel to his Majesty. The Sultan was 
pleased ; here was progress, and progress from which 
profit might quickly arise to both the contracting parties. 
The affair was in train, when Arifi was forced to give 
piace to another Grand Vizier. But even his removal 
from the head of affairs to the Presidency of the Council 
of State worked well for the interest of his protégé. It 
must be borne in mind that all projects of whatever kind 
have to pass through the Council of State, even those to 
which the Sultan has lent his countenance. The progress 
through the Council of State can have an accelerated 
motion imparted to it, or may be indefinitely retarded, 
according to the disposition or the indisposition of the 
applicant to purchase the goodwill of a strong majority 
in this most corrupt of Turkish institutions. _M. Michel, 
it is to be presumed, saw which way his interest lay, for 
his plan quickly ran through, but not before he had made 
some heavy disbursements, According to one of the 
clauses of the convention a sum of 700,000 francs was 
to have been paid as “ caution money ” on the formation 
cf his company, eighteen months being allowed for such 
operations. But the Palace and the Porte were at their 
wits’ end for want of ready money, and the purse-strings 
of Galata were already drawn, so M. Michel came to the 
relief with an advance of 200,000 francs. 

‘Then came Bairam, and money was urgently wanted to 
stop numberless gaps. The soldiers were clamouring for 
some portion of their pay, the Porte employés must get 
something, and beyond all, thousands of women daily 
beset the Treasury, striking terror into the breast of the 
Minister of Finance. Again was Michel appealed to, 
and again he responded to the cali with a fresh advance 
of 350,000 francs—a sum which just enabled the Sultan’s 
Government to tide over the Bairam festivities without 
discredit. No wonder that his Majesty smiles benignly 
on such a friend in need as Michel, now created Michel 
Pasha ; that the now well-greased wheels of the lumber- 
ing Council of State glide easily over every obstacle in 
the way; or that Michel Pasha, with the firman for the 
construction of the quays in his pocket, has started for 
Paris, ostensibly to form his company. To outsiders it 
might seem that a great work of progress had been 
initiated. The Sultan willed it, the Council of State 
accepted it, but between the granting of a firman and the 
execution thereof a great gulf is fixed—the gulf of 
“necessary formalities,” which has for bridge a gigantic 
lattice span of intrigue and backshish, and for bottom 
the “Slough of Despond.” In technical phraseology the 
demand of the concessionaire is called a “convention,” 
and this should contain sufficient margin to allow of 
paring down. The convention once settled, there comes 
the “‘cahier des charges ”—a specification drawn up by 
the Government, directed towards further limiting the 
privileges accorded to the concessionaire, and introducing 
restrictions, generally of an irritating character. In the 
present case the difficulties glanced at and glossed over 
in the convention include such trifles as the expropria- 
tion of the most valuable sites in the city, the consent 
to be obtained of all foreign Governments to a tax on 
shipping and merchandise using the proposed quays, and 
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the consent of the public to abandon the present highway 
between Galata and Stamboul for a problematic new 
bridge, the approach to which will entail a dé/our of more 
than a mile. Fewcan better understand the almost in- 
superable difficulties to be overcome in carrying such a 
project in its: integrity than Michel Pasha, whose 
experience of Turkish affairs, as director of the Ottoman 
Lighthouses, is not of yesterday’s date. Why, then, did 
he go in for such an enterprise? and does he mean to 
carry it out? are questions that naturally suggest them- 
selves. We know that many schemes by their vague- 
ness and their vastness recommend themselves to 
speculators, and that concessions have been obtained 
with the sole idea of disposing of them in a good 
market, and it requires but little perspicacity to recognise 
that this one, like the razor, was “ made to sell.” 


CHARITY. 


ITHOUT for a moment wishing to deal with the 
very hackneyed question of charity organisation, 
the season of the year suggests a thought or two about 
charity which may be worthy of consideration. In the East, 
as in the West, next week sees a charitable distribution of 
property which is unknown at other periods of the year ; 
not that backshish is at any time unasked for or unex- 
pected in the Orient, but that at Christmas time Arab, 
Greek, Armenian, and Jew, as Englishman, German, and 
Yankee, looks upon those who are richer than himself as 
his lawful prey. He may not believe in the personage 
from whom the season takes its importance ; whether He 
lived or whether He did not is a matter of supreme indif- 
ference tohim. What he does regard as important isthe 
question of how far he will succeed in squeezing out of 
those who have what he has not, that which he thinks he 
ought to get. And Mohammedan or Atheist though he 
may be, he will remind the Christian of the festival cele- 
brated with a punctuality and a fervour which admit of 
no misunderstanding. 

It has long been a moot point whether indiscriminate 
or official charity is the most hurtful to the people to 
whom it is dispensed. Beneficial it seldom or never is. It 
encourages pauperism, makes laziness bearable, increases 
the already sufficiently lively instinct of reliance upon 
others, crushes:out all independence, and though it may for 
a time lessen the misery of those who are actually relieved, 
it certainly in the long run augments the number of those 
who require aid. There can be no question that were 
every workhouse, union, poor-house, refuge, and guar- 
dian’s office in the kingdom suddenly shut, a large number 
of people would perish at once. But it is equally incon- 
testable that the very fact of the existence of these places 
tends to foster a certain carelessness for the future and a 
certain want of thrift which in the end lands a vast pro- 
portion of our population in the relieving officers’ books. 
The very steadiness and trustworthy nature of official 
relief render it increasingly baneful. Were it somewhat 
uncertain, were there the possibility of its coming to an 
end, did the chance exist of its some day suddenly 
and without notice being so greatly curtailed as to be 
only an aid to the industrious rather than a fortune to 
the impecunious, those who now go through life without 
attempting to put by for a rainy day, or trying to save 
some part of even their present earnings for a time when 
their income might cease, would be incited to change 
their course of action. But the workhouse, hated 
though it may be by some who love liberty beyond warm 
food, is a great, tangible fact; the guardians of the 
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poor, while beggars come and go, like the brook in 
Tennyson’s poem, “ go on for ever ;” the Local Govern- 
ment Board is an institution which never contemplates 
an end; the “ authorities” are people to whom applica- 
tion can” always be made; and outdoor relief is an 
established custom. These wil! never fail, and the poor 
know it. So long as they do know it they will never 
attempt to provide for themselves. 

On the other hand, fitful relief, promiscuous charity, 
has this advantage at any rate, that it is of the most 
uncertain and unreliable nature. The pauper proposing 
to himself the réle of a beggar can by no means be sure 
that an application will ensure assistance. The person 
of whom money is asked may not be in a position or a 
frame of mind to give; or he may give less than what is 
expected of him. On his generosity at any rate no 
absolute dependence can be placed. Beyond this, he 
may give, but not with a good grace ; the very mode 
of administering charity may be so objectionable or 
sluggish as to render the task of asking a very 
painful one. It would neither be safe nor wise to trust 
to his gifts, they may be vouchsafed or they may not. 
It will be urged, of course, as against all things, that pro- 
miscuous charity must inevitably lead to some who 
deserve little or nothing getting what should be else- 
where bestowed, while deserving persons may long go 
unaided. And there can be little doubt that at begging 
the unabashed rogue is very likely to fare better than the 
modest and needy person. But it may again be pointed 
out that this rests in a great degree upon the discrimina- 
tion of the donor, and that impudence, fraud, and bash- 
fulness are characteristics which are daily found to be 
connected with every department of life. The great fact 
remains, that in its very fitfulness rests its inability to do 
any serious mischief. 

In the provinces of Italy—not in the towns, where 
begging is a profession, the profits of which may be 
pretty nearly estimated—the populace have to save 
something for old age; in the South of France the 
peasantry are notably models of thrift; Spain in many 
parts knows nothing of official relief, and yet the aged 
poor seldom die of starvation ; while farther afield, in 
Turkey and in Central Asia, the absence of all organised 
assistance for the poor has brought about a system of 
family support, which results in the old and helpless 
being cared for by their nearest relatives. We alone in 
England have nearly nine hundred thousand people out 
of a population of twenty-six millions absolutely depen- 
dent upon the rates and taxes for charitable support. 
What steps should be taken to deal with such a condi- 
tion of things it is impossible to say in an off-hand, 
careless manner. ‘The system of official relief has been 
so elaborated and enlarged in England that more than 
three per cent. of the population are living upon the 
rest without doing anything for their subsistence, and out 
and beyond these, numbers are in receipt of casual and 
benevolent aid. With Christmas close upon us, this 
latter class will be increased, and it is for the thoughtful 
to consider how far the demand for charitable gifts 
should be complied with. The evils that attend careless 
giving, and the ills which organised relief brings, are 
matters that unceasingly demand the attention of all who 
care for the interests of the community to which they 
belong. 


“Time Tries all Things.”—Of the numerous preparations 
announced for premoting the growth of the hair, few survive, even in name, 
beyend a limited period, wh Ist Rowlana’s Macassar Oil, with an unparalleled 
repuiation of more than eighty years, is still considered by the putlic to be the 
best and safest preserver and beautifier of the hair ever yet produced ; it is 
patery free from any lead, mineral, or spirituous ingredients. Sold every- 
where, 
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“SAUNTERER” IN LONDON. 
I.—-THE GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY STATION. 


nage vo travelling has unfortunately become part 
‘ of the life of every Englishman. Even the 
sedentary agriculturist frequently uses the rail to go to 
the nearest market town, and the Cattle Show yearly 
attracts its thousands from the most remote districts, 
Londoners, of course, travel by rail still more often than 
the dwellers in the country, and there are few men 
engaged in the active pursuit of a profession or trade 
who do not, at least once a day, use one of the many 
lines by which the Metropolis is connected with other 
parts of itself and with the suburbs. Probably the time 
now daily spent in a railway carriage by those not able 
to keep conveyances of their own would, if summed up 
at the end of a year, show an appalling number of days 
and weeks. Considering how large a proportion of the 
short hours of the working day are thus spent in loco- 
motion, it might be considered astonishing that locomo- 
tion is not made more pleasant or at least more 
comfortable, if it were not an established fact that we 
English, who pride ourselves on being a practical people, 
are in reality among the most unpractical of nations. The 
cold, the damp, the stuffiness, the discomfort of all 
sorts borne patiently every day by millions of our fellow. 
countrymen would not be tolerated in any foreign country 
for a week without causing either a revolution or the total 
abandonment of the railway company which did nothing 
to prevent it. The various Metropolitan railways are 
perhaps the most guilty in this respect, but they have 
also the best excuses to offer, on account of the enor- 
mous number of passengers, the rapidity with which the 
trains follow each other, and the very limited space avail- 
able for station accommodation. The great lines having 
their termini in London can offer no such excuses, for 
the arrangements of some of these compares most un- 
favourable even with the shorter, poorer, and more 
cramped town railways. One of the worst offenders is 
the Great Western Railway Company. The downward 
course of this, once one of the richest and grandest of 
all the great monopolies to whom the trade of England 
has been handed over, has been steady and rapid. There 
was a time when the Great Western Railway Company’s 
carriages were the best, its stations the most spacious, its 
speed the highest, its permanent way the smoothest. All 
this has changed, or rather, should we say, the company 
has remained stationary and made no progress while 
progress has been going on with giant strides all round. 
Those once comfortable carriages are now worn out, the 
springs have lost their elasticity, the cushions are thread- 
bare and hardened by many sitters, the carpets have lost 
their colour and their nap, the straps and glasses are grimy, 
the paint is knocked off. The speed, except for one 
train each way daily (the Flying Dutchman, of which the 
shaking has become painfully notorious) has been re- 
duced as the dividends have fallen, and many doubtful 
places in the permanent way have been left alone on the 
plea that there is no money to repair them, and that 
“they will do” till next year. Meanwhile the local 
traffic, which on most other lines is encouraged in 
every possible way, is on the Great Western probably 
looked upon as a nuisance. At any rate the 
two conditions of its flourishing existence, plenty of 
trains and punctuality, are absolutely ignored. | But the 
most melancholy sign of the decadence of this company 
is the condition of its great gloomy station at Padding- 
ton. Those who enter it in the gloaming of a short 
November afternoon are at first not unlikely to tumble 
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headlong off the platform, for, of course, the lamps are 
not lighted till the darkness becomes absolutely black, 
and there is no place so gloomy—not even Exeter Hall 
at an afternoon discourse—as that huge array of sheds 
behind Praed Street. One can walk all over it unchecked 
and without being asked for one’s ticket; it might 
almost be an abandoned ruin, for the desolateness of its 
appearance and the paucity of officials The Great 
Western Railway Company never bothers departing 
travellers for their tickets. If they take one at the book- 
ing-office, well and good; if not, they are at liberty to 
get into any carriage they please. The Company is 
under the impression that those who wish to defraud 
them are sure to be caught at their destination. Pleasant 
error! It has almost becomea rule on this line to travel 
in a first-class carriage with a second-class ticket, particu- 
larly in the winter. For how can the official at the 
roadside station detect, in the rush of passengers who 
descend in the dark from a train twenty-five minutes late, 
who got out of a first-class carriage and who did not? 
Besides, the passengers are local people, and it would be 
unpleasant to have a dispute with them. So day after 
day dozens of City clerks and others have better accom- 
modation than they pay for, while those honest or foolish 
enough to pay for the first-class are inconveniently crowded. 
Returning to the terminus in London, we notice that the 
huge darkness has now been rendered visible by a few 
lamps, which glow here and there out of the smoke like 
expiring embers. The clock is barely to be discerned by 
the dim light ; and as we are trying to make out the 
hour we are disturbed by the shrill cry of “ By your 
leave.” A porter pushing a truck of lighted lamps has of 
course very nearly run over the solitary gazer, for he 
could not see any better than other people. This is the 
first official who has appeared; several trains seem to 
be on the point of starting, though both their heads 
and tails are lost in the darkness. There is no one visible 
to give any information ; no one appears to keep order 
and to clear the platform, where, not unfrequently, 
several of these lamp-trucks will be left together, 
so as to block it completely, while the _ respec- 
tive porters are distributing the miserable lights in the 
still more miserable carriages. As a refuge, the stranger 
may perhaps feel his way to the so-called refreshment 
room. Here he will find a very narrow bar, occupied by 
persons, apparently not unconnected with the railway, 
taking ‘‘something short ; ” the chance passengermay, if he 
pleases, edge himself up to the counter, and if he is for- 
tunate and shouts loud enough, will be waited on at some 
future time. If he is ofa retiring nature and unwilling 
to ask at the top of his voice for a cup of tea, he will pro- 
bably simply be “looked over” by the young ladies behind, 
like so much rubbish ; they are too busy with their occu- 
pation of exchanging quips and cranks with their perma- 
nent customers. Perhaps this, however, is the best place 
to obtain information as to trains, for some employé is 
sure to drop in, and it must be added that these are 
invariably polite and attentive. But it is as difficult to 
find them as a needle in a haystack. When at last the 
right train is discovered it will generally also be dis. 
covered that a number of carriages are “ retained.” No 
explanation has ever been vouchsafed as to what the slip 
of paper bearing this inscription really means, as these 
compartments often start empty, or with but one solitary 
occupant. The damp, frowsy, and cold carriage, not 
retained, having at last been found, the traveller is grati- 
fied by a hot-water tin, about ten inches square, and 
calculated to keep his feet warm for about as many 
minutes, which is pushed in by a porter, not unwilling to 
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be fee’d. When at last the train, generally at least five 
minutes late at starting, creeps out of the station, every 
passenger is relieved at having left that abode of dirt, 
darkness, and disorder behind him, and his only fear is 
that he will be obliged to return to town by the same 
route, 








ALMANACS, DIARIES, AND CARDS. 


S year by year the number of almanacs published 
continues to increase, it is natural to wonder 
whether a use for them all can be found. It is not sur: 
prising that every profession and every trade should 
desire to have an almanac devoted to its interests, but a 
large number have reached us which are of a perfectly 
general character. Some simply give the days of year, 
others affix a text of the Bible or a quotation from 
Shakespeare to each day. Among so many there are 
naturally good and bad, or, rather, indifferent, but it 
would be unfair did we not say that the good decidedly 
preponderate. Certain firms in London have long made 
this class of ephemeral literature their speciality at 
Christmas tide ; but we observe this year several fresh 
names on the various packages, and these new-comers, it 
would seem, can hold their own very well against their 
older rivals. It would be attempting an impossibility 
were we to catalogue, even without a word of comment, 
all the almanacs and diaries ; we are therefore compelled. 
to make a selection, from which many excellent ones are, 
through want of space, necessarily excluded. 

Messrs. Marcus Ward and Co. were, as usual, early in 
the field, and have brought out three calendars—a sacred, 
a Shakespearian, and a motto calendar for business men. 
The first two are of the usual character ; the third really 
does contain some neat quotations, but these would he as 
apposite for June as for January, for Monday as for 
Friday. As was pointed out in the Examiner of last 
week, this must necessarily be the case in such pro- 
ductions.—Messrs. Bemrose and Sons forward two 
calendars, one religious, the other simply giving dates. 
They do not compare with those mentioned above either 
in taste or execution. By the same publishers are a 
dozen little monthly diaries, very handy for the waistcoat 
pocket.—Jfessrs. Remington and Co. are the producers 
of a fantastic work, which they call the “Centennial 
Almanax for 1980,” together with an almanac of 1880. 
Why our descendants in 1980 should spell Almanac with 
a final x instead of with a ¢ or a ck, Messrs. Remington 
do not inform us; probably because they don’t know. 
The diary gives prophecies and probabilities of what 
will have occurred by 1980. These are rather more 
silly than the usual run of such absurdities. — The 
“Live Stock Annual, 1880,” published by Jéessrs. 
Cassell, Petter, and Galpin, and the “ Gardener’s Year 
Book,” issued at the office of the fournal of Horticul- 
ture and Cottage Gardener, are remarkable contrasts to 
the diary of 1980. The “Live Stock Annual” is 
extremely well illustrated, and is full of varied 
information most valuable not only to farmers and 
dwellers in the country, but to other persons also. 
Everybody who possesses a dog should read Dr. 
Gordon Stables’ excellent article on the “ Ailments of 
Dogs, and their Common-sense Treatment. The “Gar- 
dener’s Year Book” is also very well done. It will 
interest those many folks in London who delight 
to give a cheerful air to their houses by window-boxes of 
flowers, and will give many a useful hint to those few 
lucky people who are fortunate enough to possess a strip 
of ground which house-agents grandly term a garden,— 
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“The British Almanac” (Stationers’ Company) is, as ever, 
a capital guide and handbook; it is not only an almanac, 
but it is a vade-mecum for lazy people who want to 
know nearly everything about everything without much 
trouble.—“ The Railway Diary and Officials Directory,” 
published by A/cCorguodale and Co., has nothing about 
it which demands particular notice. We shall be very 
happy if we are not compelled to insert in it against each 
date in the coming year the record of a railway accident. 
—‘“The Shakespearian Annual Almanac” of Professor 
Phelps Brown is nothing more or less than an advertising 
puff for various drugs, of which the learned Professor is 
the inventor and vendor,— Whitaker's Almanac for 1880 
is as good as usual, and that is saying a great deal, for 
Mr. Whitaker continues to retain that pre-eminent lead 
over other compilations of this kind which he assumed 
from the first. Every detail that a politician, a lawyer, 
a doctor, or a business man may wish to be enlightened 
upon is found here. Every event is noted throughout 
with the utmost accuracy, and the work is corrected 


‘down to the latest possible date, Mr. Roebuck’s death 


even being mentioned. To all persons interested in edu- 


‘cation this almanac will prove almost indispensable, as 


the head-master of every school of the slightest impor- 
tance, and in the larger public schools all the masters, are 
here named, Persons who wish to know the cost of the 
churches will find set down the salary of every bishop, 
dean, and canon in the United Kingdom and in Ireland. 
It isa compendium of useful information.—“ The Cos- 
mopolitan Masonic Diary” (George Kenning, Fleet Street) 
should be obtained by all good Masons, as it records every 
important event in Masonry, the dates of the meetings of 
the various lodges and chapters ; and the names of all the 
dignitaries of the craft in England, Scotland, Ireland, the 
Colonies and India not being forgotten. We note that 
there are no less than 1846 lodges and 1717 Royal Arch 


-chapters under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of 


England, which proves what enormous strides Free- 
masonry has made during the last few years in England. 
—WMessrs. Letts and Co, are to the fore with a large 
number of diaries and scribbling-books of various sizes, 
all useful, some really indispensable to men of business. 
The family washing-book in these days of rapacious and 
sometimes thieving washerwomen will recommend itself 
to every good housewife and to many an unfortunate 
bachelor living in lonely London lodgings.— Messrs. 
Rimmel and Co. have some pretty little scented 
almanacs without much particular character. — In 
Christmas cards Messrs. Marcus Ward and Co. are 
particularly happy. Some little ones at the low price 
of 3d. each are very well designed and executed ; and we 
can hardly comprehend how one or two charming little 
sketches can be sold for a penny a-piece. The hunting 
sketches are lively and well drawn, though this year they 
will appear satirical to ardent followers of the hounds. 
The cards with a silver ground are not so good; and in 
some floral ones the colouring is defective. On the 
whole, however, the folks who still adhere to the habit of 
sending such tokens of friendship may safely invest in 
some of those we have mentioned.—Last, but not the 
least, on the list of diaries and cards come Messrs. De 
La Rue and Co. This enterprising firm has introduced 
several new features in both branches of these trifles. 
Some of their exquisitely designed and coloured pictures 
are printed, not on common card or paper, but on silk, 
and though in several of those we have received the 
costumes are slightly nebulous, still the beauty of 
all of them is undeniable. One picture de- 
serves special attention, even amongst so much 
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that is good; it is that of a beautiful young. girl 
seated in the corner of a sofa, holding a feather fan 
behind her head, and a skipping-rope in her hand; 
underneath is the inscription, “ With hope unclouded 
meet the coming year.” This design should please the 
most critical and esthetic taste. A very ingenious idea 
is that of the condensed diary, a very handy little book, 
which slips into a case (either leather or silver) about 
half the size of an ordinary spectacle-case. The space 
at our disposal does not permit of a longer description of 
Messrs. De La Rue’s Christmas gifts ; but it is only fair 
to award them a high place in the competition for 
public favour. 


TRADE AND .FINANCE. 


een 
THE EMMA SILVER MINING COMPANY: 


OW that trade is undoubtedly reviving, and the 
purse-strings of investors are being a little loosened, 
indications are not wanting that a flood of new enter- 
prises will be shortly offered to the public as tempting and 
remunerative channels for the employment of. their 
savings. Indeed, considerable progress has already been 
made in this direction. For the last few months there 
has been quite an inundation of prospectuses of co- 
operative companies, and we believe there is no exagge- 
ration in saying that some half-a-dozen per week is the 
average rate at which these productions have been 
making their appearance. Within the last fortnight or 
so, more ambitious schemes seem to have been in con- 
templation. Subscriptions have been invited for the pur- 
pose of converting private firms into joint-stock com- 
panies; money has been sought for harbour works; 
capital has been asked for the construction of new 
railways; and last, but not least, even a gold mining 
company has been formed. And no one can doubt that 
the movement is increasing each day. Already we hear 
that some new coal and iron companies, ruinous as they 
have hitherto proved to the unwary, are under considera- 
tion. 

We are not of those who would condemn, wholesale, 
fresh enterprise simply on the score of its novelty, nor 
are we insensible of the enormous advantages conferred 
on this country by the formation of joint-stock companies. 
Whatever evils have sprung from the system cannot be 
said to lie in the principles themselves, but rather in the 
unscrupulous use made of them by cunning minds play- 
ing upon the folly of the general public. A prospectus is 
brought out with fine names attached, and so long only 
as it does not contain such patent absurdities as in the 
case of the celebrated Honduras Ship Railway Company, 
persons are always to be found who will readily place 
faith in it. Minute inspection is beyond them. They 
cannot see or believe that even the majority of the Board 
of Directors themselyes may have been duped, and they 
seldom pause to inquire whether these gentlemen are 
competent to discharge the duties they have undertaken. 
It does not strike them that a Major-General is not 
necessarily a good iron-master, nor a Rear-Admiral a good 
railway manager. Nor does it occur to them how easily 
such directors can be misled by eminent financiers, firms 
of accountants, solicitors, &c., all standing in the highest 
public estimation. 

It is to investors of this order that a timely warning 
may be of some value at a season like this; and for this 
purpose we give the following brief sketch of the history 
of the celebrated Emma Silver Mining Company, whos¢ 
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annual report has been just issued. The company was 
introduced in Nov., 1871, to purchase for £ 1,000,000 
the mineral property from which it has taken its name, 
situate in Utah, New United States. Up to the date of 
the transfer to the company the net earnings were put 
down as equal to £700,000 a-year, and in the prospectus 
it was pointed out that if the mine had been worked with 
“ commercial principles of economy,” the yield would 
have been at the rate of £800,000 a-year. The capital 
of the company was fixed at £ 1,000,000, in shares of 
£20, of which the vendors received one-half as part pay- 
ment; and the balance was publicly subscribed. From 
the ore in transit and at the mine the directors deter- 
mined to commence paying monthly dividends at the 
rate of 18 per cent. per annum, and the first distribution 
was made on the rst December, which was within a fort- 
night of the company being announced. This was con- 
tinued for thirteen months, during which, as is well 
known, great excitement prevailed, and the prices of the 
#20 shares at one time reached £32. ‘The directors 
could not, however, meet the dividend due rst Jan., 
1873 ; but in communicating this to the shareholders 
it was stated that “ the position of the mine is better than 
ever, and the directors have every expectation of being 
able to resume the monthly payment at 1st February.” 
No dividends have, however, since been paid, and 
litigation is now the sole business of the company- 
The Board, it need hardly be stated, was reconstructed 
after this great collapse, and the official report of the 
legal proceedings of the company during 1878, now 
issued, is consequently rendered more interesting and 
instructive than it might have been otherwise. In this 
it is stated that the directors have succeeded in establish- 
ing in every case the claims they set up against the 
several persons in this country who were connected with 
the formation of the company—namely, against the 
promoters, trustees, original directors, solicitors, brokers, 
metal brokers, and accountants. In the case of some of 
these claims a settlement was arrived at out of Court. 
For example, it appears that the original directors have 
already handed back over £16,000, the brokers of the 
company £2000, the original solicitors £2000, the 
trustees £1500, and the original accountants £1500. 
Other amounts were realised by taxation of costs, and 
the large sum of £8000 by judgment against Messrs. 
Lewis and Son, metal brokers. But, important as these 
items may seem, they are as nothing beside the giant 
claim against Mr. Albert Grant, which the Courts have 
sanctioned. The judgment against that financier is no 
less than £139,000, and it is difficult to suppose that 
even a tithe of this enormous promotion money will 
ever be returned to the pockets of the shareholders. The 
financier is abankrupt. The position, then, of the com- 
pany as regards the English litigation, which the Board 
consider as now terminated, is this: The total amount 
recovered in and out of Court is £181,000, of which 
only £33,000 has been paid in cash, leaving a balance, 
very doubtful of realisation, of no less than £148,000. 
Nor is this the whole extent of the spoliation. The 
Board have still laborious litigation pending in the 
American Courts, both at Common Law and Equity. 
To what sum these claims amount is not stated, but 
their proportions, we believe, are very considerable. The 
history of the Emma Company, stripped of all its 
mysteries, is therefore that, on the faith of a prospectus, 
a worthless mine, stated to yield at least £700,000 per 
annum, was purchased for £ 1,000,000, one-half of which 
was paid in cash ; and the promotion money paid for this 
huge folly is discovered to have amounted to close upon 


a quarter of a million sterling. Such is the result of the 
public blindly purchasing private properties said to be in 
a flourishing condition, and working them upon “com- 
mercial principles of economy.” 





AMONG the new companies announced in the Citisen 
we notice the following more important ones :—The Rio 
Verde Railway (Limited), capital one million, in #20 
shares 3 the International Bank of London (Limited), 
capital one million, in £20 shares; the Empire New 
Mutual Marine Assurance Association (Limited) ; the 
British Property Investment Company (Limited), capital 
£100,000, in 45 shares; the Traders’ Banking and 
Supply Company (Limited), capital one million, in £2 
shares. Among minor concerns we observe the Oxford 
and Cambridge Toilet Club (Limited), capital £21,000, 
In 21s. shares, and the Belgrave Road Cricket and 
Bicycle Ground Company (Limited), capital £10,000, 
in £10 shares. 


THE EXAMINER OF PLAYS. 


—~@-—— 
MR. TENNYSON’S NEW PLAY. 


T is well that a poet like Mr. Tennyson should write 
for the stage, and the managers of the St. James’s 
may be congratulated on having secured a work from 
his pen. But no good will accrue to dramatic art if it is 
to be hailed with a chorus of undiscriminating applause, 
and if Mr. Tennyson is not to be criticised like ordi- 
nary mortals. Let us see, then, how far he has suc- 
ceeded in this new one-act play, which was listened to 
on Thursday night with respectful attention on the part 
of a large audience. - 

The “Falcon” is founded upon the familiar ninth 
novel of the fifth day of the Decameron, and the argu- 
ment is thus set forth in the translation edited by Mr. 
Wright :—“ Frederigo being in love, without meeting with 
any return, spends all his substance, having nothing left 
but one poor hawk, which he gives to his lady for her 
dinner when she comes to his house ; she, knowing this, 
changes her resolution and marries him, by which means 
he becomes very rich.” Such is the story, and it may 
be noted that it has done duty before in a two-act opera, 
‘La Colombe,” by Gounod, while Longfellow has used 
it in one of his “ Tales of a Wayside Inn.” It is by no 
means dramatic, and as a matter of fact Mr. Tennyson 
has not made a play out of it at all. He has given us a 
pretty and rather sentimental poem, a Florentine idyll 
which, while always graceful, never rises above a certain 
level of excellence, and hardly ever shows him at his 
best. The “ Falcon” is a poem and not a stage play— 
a fact forgotten or ignored by those who hail the Po et- 
Laureate as a dramatist on the strength of it, and talk of 


_his superiority over the mere playwrights of the day. Mr. 


Tennyson begins his poem with Frederigo in poverty, and 
he has also invented a feud between the hero’s family 
and that of Monna Giovanna, the heroine. Moreover, he 
has given us an old nurse and a comic serving-man, a 
cross between Caleb Balderstone and one of Shakespeare’s 
clowns, who emits feeble jokes from time to time very 
much after the fashion of those dreary personages. 
Indeed, the Laureate seems to have striven harder to be 
humorous than to be poetical, and it is certain that had 
any other author interrupted a tender love scene with 
‘Spoons, my lord,” meaning that there are none, or 
made the burlesque pun on prunes which occurs further 


ee eee ee ei eeddrendae tet 


euet 


aeons near 
LN TN AT SIERRA ICI anna ata sage eeteahiatentetiedee et ete ee 
‘i TT ° 


aamaiengeiaeniee 


eemieeeshieeentereeneeecsne ninemsn ie 








- 
; 
Y 
; 
- 
- 
: 
i 
t 
} 
: ; 
: 
t 





1636 THE EXAMINER. 





on, such things would have been received with derisive 
laughter. Here and there a line or two struck on the 
ear with a ring of the true Tennysonian music, but there 
was not a single passage of sustained poetic eloquence. 
When Frederigo is telling Giovanna how he preserved a 
wreath she dropped in old days, he says : 
“TI wore the lady’s chaplet round my neck ; 
It served me for a blessed rosary.” 
Giovanna, touched by the knight’s devotion, tells him 


that 
’ “ No other heart 
Of such magnificence of courtesy 
Beats out of heaven.” 


Mr. Tennyson has finished the tale in his own fashion, 
by making the lady, won by Frederigo’s devotion, fall at 
his feet and confess she loves him. 

It will have been obvious from the description of this 
poem that it must have been uphill work for Mr. and 
Mrs, Kendal, who enacted the hero and heroine; but, 
nevertheless, they interpreted it admirably. Mr. Kendal 
gave us a knight of gallant bearing, and spoke the blank 
verse with excellent effect ; the part, indeed, could hardly 
have been in better hands. Mrs. Kendal, who looked 
as if she might have stepped out of the canvas of an old 
Florentine painter, acted with due dignity and with 
delightful tenderness when she was on the point of 
finally yielding to Frederigo’s ardent love. All, indeed, 
that could be done to make the piece tell was accom- 
plished by Mr. and Mrs. Kendal, and if a certain sense 
of disappointment stole over the audience as the pretty 
spoem progressed and no dramatic situation was deve- 
‘loped, it was assuredly not the fault of those who were 


entrusted with its interpretation. The scenery and cos- 


tumes, which had been supervised by Mr. Marcus Stone, 
A.R.A, left nothing to be desired. 


THE CHILDREN’S “PINAFORE.” 


“‘HM.S. Pinarore” is now being played on certain 
afternoons at the Opera Comique by a company of 


. children, and the performance is certainly a most 


amusing and attractive one. I shall, no doubt, be 
accused of “ gushing,” but I have certainly not laughed 
so heartily for a long time as at these clever children, 
and the whole audience seemed to be of the same way 
of thinking, for the laughter and applause were con- 
tinuous. Funny as the “ Pinafore” is when played by 
grown-up actors and actresses, it is infinitely more 
-comic when interpreted by these tiny players, and 
Mr. Gilbert’s humour gains an additional piquancy 
when uttered by youthful lips. Master Edward 
Pickering as Sir Joseph Porter; Master Harry Grattan 
as Captain Corcoran; Master Eversfield as Ralph 
Rackstraw; and Master Phillips as Dick Deadeye, 
were all admirable; and Master Augustus Fitzclarence, 
an infant the size of a small telescope, was too delightful 
as the Midshipmite. Miss Grattan and Miss Gilbert were 
Josephine and Hebe, but the prima donna of the troop, 
the bright particular star of the whole company, was Miss 
Ettie Mason, who played “ Little Buttercup.” She was 
the quaintest and funniest of little women, sang and 
acted with infinite humour, and when she bade the Cap- 
tain confide in her because she was a mother, the audi- 
ence literally choked with laughter. The smoothness of 
the whole performance was wonderful, and great praise is 
due to Mr. Michael Gunn for his organisation, to Mr. 
Barker for his admirable stage management, to Mr. F. 
Cellier, the conductor, and especially to Mr. F. Nolan, 
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the chorus-master, to whose assiduous training of these 
clever children must be attributed much of the con- 
spicuous success of the performance. ‘The Children’s 
“‘ Pinafore ” should prove the hit of the season. 

H. SAviLe CLARKE, 





MUSIC. 


enticement 
CRYSTAL PALACE CONCERTS. 


SAINT-SAENS had a field-day at the Palace 

e on Saturday week, the occasion being his first 

visit to Sydenham in the capacity of pianist or conductor, 
With Saint-Saéns the composer his auditory were already 
intimately acquainted, and from the warmth with which 
they welcomed the clever Frenchman it is to be inferred 
that they hold his works in no light esteem. Appro- 
priately enough, the opportunity was seized to present 
one of his compositions previously unheard by our most 
critical musical assemblage, viz., a concerto for pianoforte 
and orchestra in E flat (No. 3, Op. 29) ; and, in addition, 
a short Potme-symphonique, called ‘Le Rouet d’Om- 
phale,” given already more than once by Mr. Manns, 
was included in the scheme. The concerto did not turn 
out so interesting as either of the earlier two from the 
same pen. The first movement is dry and diffuse, though 
a marvel of orchestration for the band and brilliancy for 
the solo instrument. The slow movement has a beautiful 
melody, spoilt to some extent by the introduction of 
meaningless recitatives, but nevertheless a very original 
piece of writing. The finale is striking because of its 
enormous executive difficulty, but for no other reason ; 
in fact the entire concerto is beyond the reach of any 
but the most skilful performers. For a ci-devant organist 
M. Saint-Saéns is an unusually light and facile pianist, 
and a correct, sympathetic rendering of his trying work 
probably did more to evoke the applause that followed 
than the charms of the composition itself. It was quite 
otherwise with the Potme-symphonique, which is pleas- 
ing and fantastic, taking the ear as much on account of 
its tunefulness as of scoring, which is admirably charac- 
teristic. The composer here endeavours to depict Her- 
cules in turn allured and fascinated, conquered and 
derided by Omphale, and he is thoroughly successful. 
Not even in his horribly realistic ‘‘ Danse Macabre” has 
Saint-Saéns made his orchestra tell a story with greater 
clearness ; he conducted an exquisite performance of the 
“ Potme,” and it met with deserved applause, the com- 
poser being recalled to the platform. Again was Schu- 
mann laid under contribution for the symphony ; and his 
No. 4, in D minor, was magnificently played, and 
equally so, we need hardly say, was the overture to 
‘‘ Tannhauser,” with which the concert ended. Mdme. 


Sophie Léwe sang “ Deh! vieni” from “Le Nozze” and 


a couple of /ieder by Schubert, but was altogether out of 
voice. 

Last Saturday Mendelssohn’s “ Antigone” was pet- 
formed by Henry Leslie’s choir, who have already been 
heard inore than once in that work. 


POPULAR CONCERTS. 


HE favourite entertainments directed by Mr. 
Arthur Chappell have been pursuing their cus- 
tomary placid course, undisturbed by events that shake 
even musical enterprise to its foundation. The only 
conditions on which the Popular Concerts seem t0 
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depend for success are those which the weather affects, 
and here, truly, Fortune might have smiled more kindly. 
Folks will sooner forego their quartet and their sonata 
than risk being drenched by the rain, or lost in a fog, or 
overtaken by the multiplicity of accidents that a frosty 
night and slippery streets can bring about. It was the 
latter state of affairs that accounted for St. James’s Hall 
being half empty on Monday week; but those who 
braved the cold without found none within, for the room 
was beautifully warm, and we are glad to add that the 
draughts for which it used to be famous were conspicuous 
by their absence. The rentrée of Mdlle. Janotha, who 
has for some time been too unwell to play, was a gratifi- 
cation counterbalanced in some measure by the non- 
appearance of Signor Piatti, now also away because of indis- 
position. This loss to the attractions of the programme was 
especially felt, inasmuch as the gifted young pianist con- 
tented herself with a rendering of one of Beethoven’s very 
shortest, though loveliest, sonatas (that in E minor, Op. go), 
and took no part in a work combining her powers with 
those of the “ strings,” who were not by any means of 
the strongest. Certainly Mendelssohn’s A minor quartet 
—the masterpiece of a boy of eighteen—and the Haydn 
in G major (Op. 77, No. 1) did not unduly tax M. 
Sainton and Signor Pezze; indeed the veteran violinist 
played with remarkable spirit, so, with two such able 
coadjutors as Herr Ries and Mr. Zerbini, the result was 
not unsatisfactory, even if a shade below the usual high 
standard of the “Pops.” Mdlle. Janotha played the 
sonata with exquisite taste and genuine artistic expression, 
giving her audience so much pleasure that she could not 
avoid accepting an encore. Theconcert was wound up 
by Miss Hopekirk and Miss Ockleston, who made a 
distinct success in an Improvisata by Carl Reinicke, and 
a Tarantelle by J. Raff—duets for two pianos. Both 
these young ladies are brilliant performers, and there 
seems every chance of their making a hit in the musical 
world. The vocalist was Miss Hope Glenn, who has an 
agreeable mezzo-soprano voice and phrases artistically, 
but the quality of her notes is frequently marred by bad 
production. Notwithstanding another disagreeable night, 
there was arather large attendance on Monday, Beet- 
hoven’s glorious septet doubtless forming a special 
attraction. The masterpiece was led by Madame 
Norman-Néruda in her best style, and the rendering 
elicited enthusiastic applause. Miss Lilian Bailey sang, 
and Sir Julius Benedict again conducted in his usual 
perfect manner. . 


SACRED HARMONIC SOCIETY. 


HATEVER may be the future of ouroldest choral 
society, its best friends cannot possibly feel the 

slightest tinge of regret that this is the last season it will 
hold in Exeter Hall. Excellent as that well-situated 
building may have been for the purposes of oratorio 
performances, indignation meetings, and evangelical 
preachers, it was notoriously unsafe in the matter of exit 
accommodation, and the feeling of every occupant aware 
of that fact was always sufficient to make him uncomfort- 
able and destroy his evening’s enjoyment. The Fates have 
—maybe just in time to prevent a disaster too fearful to 
contemplate—decreed that Exeter Hall shall come down, 
and the Sacred Harmonic Society is consequently 
warned that it must look about for new quarters. This 
is a task easier to impose than to accomplish, and it 
seems that the difficulty has set those connected with the 
Society thinking seriously as to the advisability of not 
continuing its existence. We shall not now enter into 
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the details of a question that will, according to the annual 
report that has just been issued, shortly come on for dis- 
cussion at a general meeting of the members. This much 
may be said, however, that if the Sacred Harmonic Society 
is to maintain its old prestige and improve its financial 
position, it must find a thoroughly safe and suitable locale, 
and give performances of a fair proportion of new works 
(as it used in former years), instead of confining its 
operations to oratorios that have been heard over and 
over again. Only in this way can it expect to earn an 
increase of public support. Regarding the opening con- 
cert of the season, it is only necessary to record an 
exceptionally fine performance of “Judas. Maccabzeus,” 


<n by Sir Michael Costa with great energy and 
skill. 





LONDON BALLAD CONCERTS. 


ae present is the fourteenth year that Mr. John 

Boosey has ventured on what has proved to be 
the most successful series of concerts known to our time. 
These entertainments have established beyond a doubt 
the potent influence that the ballad sways over the 
musical faculties of every class of the general public ; 
and we are not ashamed to own the pre-eminence of a 
form of music so essentially English. We will only add, 
in the language of Sam Gerridge, that Mr. Boosey “ pro- 
vides every description of the article,” the hackneyed, 
the unfamiliar, and the absolutely new, always taking 
care to engage only the very best artists to sing them to 
the crowded audiences of St. James’s Hall. 


Gossip.—Comment on the artistic results of the recent 
season at Her Majesty’s would be a simple waste of 
words ; besides, the only results were discredit to the 
establishment, loss to the impresario, and, what was even 
worse, a serious damper on‘the growing popularity of 
cheap opera in Italian. But for the merits and exertions 
of certain artists the entire speculation must have col- 
lapsed, as no company of its class was ever yet more 
wanting in strength and efficiency of ensemble. Happily, 
no novelties were produced ; for the chances of a new 
work would inevitably have been ruined by its perform- 
ance. Musicians may be congratulated on the fact that 
“ The Taming of the Shrew” has been left to Mr. Carl 
Rosa for production. —The scheme for amalgamating the 
Royal Academy with the National Training School has 
at last been settled by a refusal on the part of the former 
institution to part with its charter or accept Prince 
Christian’s terms. The negotiations have therefore ended, 
but not without a show of Royal displeasure at their 
failure ; in other words, the Duke of Edinburgh has 
resigned his position as a Governor of the Academy.— 
We are pleased to hear that the subscription for the 
Richter concerts to be given next May and June is 
already so large that the enterprise is sure to be a brilliant 
financial success. All the stalls of St. James’s Hall, as 
far back as the thirteenth row, are allotted, and many 
seats in the balcony likewise.-—Miss Minnie Hauk’s 
appearance (at last!) as Elsa, for her benefit, drew the 
largest audience of the season, the show of bouquets and 
enthusiasm alike being liberal. The clever prima donna 
is now busy studying the English words of the operas in 
which she will appear during the Carl Rosa season, 
which commences on the roth proximo. 








JouNn BRINSMEAD AND Son’s SOSTENENTE PIANOS, with the 

tfect Check Repeater Action, Patented throughout Europe and A 
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Street, London, W. 





CA ne DL nis ap 





mie ietal heals) Phan Al kW OR a eS Ni ei ath otate Bey tere uy ‘ 
aaa cle SN Uni nn naan nib 
india “ " ites i al a eS ah ee) ‘ “ates eS error apaneteiean 
— — - = ane _ a 


bes 


1638 


THE EXAMINER. 


DEC. 20, 1879. 





THE LITERARY EXAMINER, 


—— 
THOMAS HENRY HUXLEY, Pu.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 


LIFE. 


ORN at Ealing, Middlesex, 1825. 

Educated at Ealing School, and studied Medicine 
at the Charing Cross Hospital. 
1846, Assistant-Surgeon to H.M.S. Rattlesnake. 
1854. Professor of Natural History in the Royal School 

of Mines. 

1370-1872. Member of the London School Board. 
1872. Dec. 14, Lord Rector of Aberdeen University. 
1878. LL.D., Dublin. 


WRITINGS. 


1853. “A. Koelliker: Manual of Human Histology.” 
Translated and Edited by G. Bush and T. H. H. 
8vo. [Sydenham Society. ] 

1854. ‘On the Educational Value of the Natural His- 
tory Sciences.” 8vo. 

1857. “C. F. von Siebold: On Tape and Cystic Worms.” 
Translated by T. H. H. 8vo. [Sydenham 
Society. ] 

“On our Knowledge of the Causes of the Phe- 
nomena of Organic Nature; being Six Lectures 
to Working Men.” §8vo. 


“ Scientific Memoirs ; New Series: Natural His- 


tory.” Edited by A. Henfrey and T. H. H, 
8vo. 
Carus’ “Icones Zootomice,” mit Beitrigen der 


Herren G. J. Allman u. T. H. H. Fol. 
1859. ‘The Oceanic Hydrozoa.” Fol. [Ray Society. ] 
1860. “ Lecture on Zoology.” 8vo. 
1861, &c. The Journal of the Ethnological Society. Edited 
by Professor Huxley. 8vo. 
1863. ‘ Evidence as to Man’s Place in Nature.” 8vo. 
1864. ‘‘ An Elementary Atlas of Comparative Osteology, 
in Twelve Plates, with Objects selected and 
arranged, by Professor Huxley.” Fol. 
“Lectures on the Elements of Comparative 
Anatomy.” 8vo. [In progress. | 
1865. “ A Catalogue of the Collection of Fossils in the 
Museum of Practical Geology,” by T. H. H. 
and R. Etheridge. 8vo. 
1866, Lessons in Elementary Physiology. 
2nd Edit., 1¢68. 16mo. 
“Coral and Coral Reefs: a Lecture.” 
2nd Edit., 1871. 8vo. 
tures. Third Series.”] 
“Notes on the Human Remains” [in S. Laing, 


Junior’s, “ Prehistoric Remains of Caithness.”] 
8vo. 


1867. “On the Method of Studying Zoology” |in E, 
Youmans “ Modern Culture ”]. -8vo. 

1868. “ Addresses on Medical Education.” [St. Mary’s 
Hospital, London.] 8vo. 

‘De la Place de Homme dans la Nature.” Tra- 
duit de l’Anglais par E. Dally, avec une Préface 
de l’auteur pour I’édition francaise. 8vo. 

1869. “An Introduction to the Classification of Ani- 
mals.” S8vo. 

“Reply by Professor Huxley in J. MacCann’s 
*Anti-Darwinism.’” 8vo. 

“ Correspondence in F. O. Morris’ ‘ Difficulties of 
Darwinism.’” 8yo, 

Edited H. P. Prescott’s 
Tobacco Smoke.” 8vo. 


1r6mo. 


Svo. 
[In “Science Lec- 


“Strong Drink and 


“ Protoplasm: The Physical Basis of Life” [re~ 
printed from the Fortnightly Review). Mel- 
bourne. 8vo. 

‘** Lay Sermons: Addresses and Reviews.” 

end Edit., 1871. 8vo. 

“Essays Selected from Lay Sermons, Addresses, 
and Reviews.” 8vo. 

“ A Manual of the Anatomy of Vertebrated Ani- 
mals.” 8vo. 

* On the Physical Basis of Life,” by T. H. H. fin 
“Half-hours with Modern Scientists. First 
Series”]. 8vo. . 

‘Science Primers.” Edited by Professors Hu ey, 
Balfour, Stewart, and Roscoe. 16mo. [In 
progress. | 

“ Critiques and Addresses.” 8vo. 

“A Course of Practical Instruction in Elementary 
Biology ” (assisted by H. N. Martin). 8vo. 

‘¢ American Addresses, with a Lecture on the 
Study of Biology.” 8vo. 

* Physiography : An Introduction to the Study of 
Nature,” with illustrations and coloured plates. 
8vo. 


1870. 8vo. 


1871. 


1872. 


187 3. 
1875. 


1877. 


Another Edition (tenth thousand). (One 
of Macmillan’s Manuals for Students.) 1878. 
8vo. 
‘A Manual of the Anatomy of Invertebrate 
Animals.” 8vo. 





MODERN ENGLAND.* 


VERYBODY must have heard the story of the 
young lady who wanted a book “where you 

could find all those things explained they write about in 
the Times.”? Such a young lady would find her desidera- 
tum amply satisfied by the two handsome volumes before 
us. Information can be found there on every depart- 
ment of our social, political, and intellectual life. From 
the newest developments of the theory of evolution or 
the differential calculus down to the philosophy of lawn- 
tennis ; from the constitution of the High Court of 
Justice down to the organisation of a village benefit 
society or a workman’s burial club, the re is not an insti- 
tution nor a phase of our social life on which Mr. Escott 
has not something to say, and almost always says 
well. In his own words, it has been his aim to give “a 
comprehensive and faithful picture of the social and 
political condition of modern England.” In a task of 
such encyclopedic dimensions it is but natural that the 
author should have been aided by assistants, and the 
galaxy of eminent names quoted as having furnished 
facts or advice in the preface is sufficient voucher for 
the general accuracy and thoroughness of the work. But 
besides this general assistance Mr. Escott has had the 
help of able coadjutors in special departments: thus the 
admirable chapter on Commercial and Financial England 
is from the pen of Mr. J. Scot Henderson; that on 
Criminal England is by Major Arthur Griffiths, H.M. 
Inspector of Prisons ; the sketch on the Law Courts by 
Mr. W. D. I. Foulkes; and the “Review of Modern 
Philosophical Thought,” which is perhaps slightly above 
the head of the general reader, by Mr. W. L, Courtney; 
of New College, Oxford. Yet, in spite of the hetero- 
geneous character of the subject, the work bears through 
out the impress of one mind ; it is not a mere reference 
book nor a series of detached essays; it is an organic 
whole, and can be read throughout with unflagging 


By T. H. S. Escort. 





* England; Its People, Polity, and Pursuits. 
Two Vols. 


(Cassell, Petter, Galpin, and Co.) 
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interest, which, when. ‘the reader is reminded that the 
work is over one thousand pages long, i isa rare merit. 
Mr. Escott does not go into the origin of institutions, nor 
philosophise upon any social or political arrangement ; 
he simply photographs what he sees around him ; he 
gives, as it were, a series of object-lessons in contem- 
porary life, as observed by an acute and well-informed 
man of the world; he shows us a duke in his estate 
office or on his bench in the House of Lords; the agri- 
cultural Jabourer at his frugal supper; the Manchester 
factory-girl at the loom or in Pomona Gardens; the 
barrister pleading in .Court; the pitman delving in the 
depths of the earth ; a mayor in the council-chamber— 
all in lively and picturesque detail. 

Mr. Escott commences with a description of the 
English village, in which he sees not only a microcosm of 
the English nation, but also of the English Constitution. 
The varied functions discharged by the country parson 
are described with wonderful vividness, and the important 
place of the Church of England in the government of 
the country is fully recognised. From the village the 
transition is easy to territorial magnates, and we have an 
instructive chapter on great landlords and estate manage- 
ment. The Westminster, Northumberland, Cleveland, 
and Devonshire estates are taken as types for a synoptical 
view of the general condition and administration of large 
complexes of land ; from here we pass to the mysteries 
of local rural administration and municipal government, 
and then there are two highly-interesting chapters on 
towns of business and towns of pleasure ; after which Mr. 
Escott seems rather to depart from his original plan, for 
in his chapter on the structure of society a good deal 
has to be said over again which was already touched 
upon in the chapter on the English village. The descrip- 
tion of the actual condition of the agricultural labourer, 
too, might advantageously have been given under the 
same heading. The two chapters on the working classes— 
those very human creatures—are perhaps, if we may single 
out any particular part where nearly all are of such high 
average excellence, the most lucid and instructive in the 
book, and we cannot resist quoting (although the passage 
occurs in another chapter), in Mr. Escott’s own words, an 
amusing fact he observed: “I have myself seen in 
Manchester two factory hands (men) enter a confectioner’s 
shop and buy a piece of wedding-cake price 4s. to eat with 
their mug of beer.” Weare also glad to gather that the 
factory housewife is saving and cleanly, although we are 
rather puzzled when we read a little lower down that 
among the women there is very little “fositive immo- 
rality.” Why positive? 

In the chapter on the structure of English Society, 
excellent though it is in the main, we were somewhat 
amused to notice the imaginary distinction, as it seems to 
us, the author draws between the professional status, ina 
“Society” point of view, of men of letters and artists. 
He says Society accords precedence to the former, for 
reasons which we confess are too subtle for our compre- 
hension. We imagined hitherto that “Society” looked 
upon men of letters and artists in pretty much the same 
way. The aristocratic nimbus some professions enjoy 
seems to us to depend on their stability, owing to their con- 
nection with the public service of the country—Army, 
Navy, Church, Bar, and Civil Service. We apprehend 
that “ Society ” is not dialectical enough to argue that the 
author has no direct pecuniary dealings with those who 
use his goods, whereas the artist has. The social status 
of artists or authors—and we are, of course, only speak- 
ing of the rank and file—will depend very much on the 


individual’s private relations, and we doubt whether any- | 
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one would gain the most infinitesimal quantity of social 
xédos by embracing one profession rather than the other. 
In the same chapter Mr. Escott makes some references 
to the supposed aristocratic system in Austria. It may 
be interesting to him to hear that there is at present at 
least one Knight of the Golden Fleece who can by no 
means prove his not at all remote ancestry satisfactorily, 
and that a lady of high rank, who holds the position of 
Palastdame to the Empress, is the granddaughter of a 
manufacturer. on 

The chapter in the work which seems to us least satis- 
factory is the one on Educational England. Not only is 
the notice of our two ancient Universities extremely 
meagre, not to say merely allusive, but in the picture of 
modern Educational England the University of London, 
which has done so much to stimulate organisation of 
higher education throughout the country for the last 
thirty years, is not mentioned at all. This is indeed 
Hamlet without the Prince of Denmark. The University 
of London is indeed mentioned in a contemptuous and 
blundering manner in another section of the work also very 
unsympathetically written, that on “ Religious England.” 
Here is the passage :—‘“ But for the most part the Jewish 
clergy has come from the Jewish College, which has con- 
tributed many distinguished graduates to the Academy 
in Gower Street.” The context shows that Mr. Escott 
means the University of London. Now the University of 
London is not in Gower Street, but in Burlington Gardens, 
and the educational establishment in Gower Street which 
Mr. Escott superciliously terms “the Gower Street 
Academy,” better known as University College, has not 
the power of granting degrees. It is a pity a book 
remarkable for fairness and universality of treatment 
should be disfigured by a petty sneer. Even Mr. Escott 
is not omniscient. At the Gower Street Academy there 
is an English composition class, and the students there 
are taught that to talk of a parish doctor as a local 
Hippocrates or A‘sculapius (vol. i, p. 20) is not a grace 
of style, but an antiquated autonomasia ; that to talk of 
removing ‘tons of human misery,” as Mr. Escott does, 
is a metaphor as absurd as to speak of a hundred-weight 
of human happiness. 

These, however, are but minor blemishes in a book 
which is, generally speaking, both for interest of subject 
and clearness and vivacity of treatment, deserving of the 
highest praise. Before we conclude our notice we must 
not omit to mention the index, which is excellent, 
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THE TRAVELLING GENT.* 


IR,—1 have the honor to send you the barer as 

gide. Cannot say mugh for his Englis, but he 

as knowledg of the plas you go too, and is best I find 
at present thoug not number one.—Yours, &c., J. N. 
January, 1877.” This was the letter of recommendation 
with which a young Japanese presented himself to Mr. 
James Hingston (“J. H.”), who had applied tg the 
post-office at Hiogo for a guide to accompany hiin 
on an up-country journey to Kioto. If the Melbourne 
Argus were unfortunately to collapse (which heaven 
forfend !), or, through some other unforeseen eventuality, 
its talented contributor, “J. H.,” were to have to seek 
to earn his living as a sort of very superior courier, he 
should, we think, present himself to great men about to 
make a tour of the world with a somewhat similar letter. 
We could safely recommend “the barer as gide ”—but 





* The Australian Abroad. Branches from the Main Routes 
Round the World. By James HINcsTON, of the AZelbourne Argus, 
(Sampson Low and Co) 
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we should have to add that we could not say much for 
his English. We might, since an Archibald Forbes or a 
Stanley are not always available, add that he has know- 
ledge of the places to be visited, and “is best we find at 
present, thoug not number one.” It is seldom that an 
author so epigrammatically and so unconsciously sums 
up his qualifications. Mr. Hingston makes merry over 
every peculiarity and every pardonable blunder in the 
English language committed by the ignorant Chinese 
and intelligent but equally ignorant Japanese whom he 
meets on his tour; but he does not, fortunately for him- 
self, ever seem in the least aware that his own knowledge 
of the English language (his own, we suppose) hardly 
compares favourably with that of the barbarians whom 
he despises. Let us take one or two specimens of his 
style haphazard. Here is what we might term our 
author’s “first manner,” the jerky one :— 

“The mines of Japan have not been found profitable up 
to the present. Japan is five-sixths hills oad mountains. 
Sheep and cows are almost unknown in it. Round the base 
of a few are to be seen the graded rice fields, with which the 
land abounds. Rice and fish are the staple of Japanese food. 


In fish everything is eaten, the shark and octopus included,” 
&ce., &c. 


Second manner, the “mixed-up” style :— 


“In these long journeys two men will go, one as an emer- 
gency man, to occasionally take a turn in the shafts, and up- 
hill pull at a rope in tandem fashion. . . . ‘More dead 
men now went by on stretchers. Strangely-attired men, 
whom 1 afterwards learnt were firemen, came rushing by, 
having on their heads that unheard-of thing in Japan, a 
head-dress.” 


Third manner, the original :— 


“These small feet, or ooves, as they really are, are luckily 
not common sights. The fashion never became general, 
like to the growing of pig-tails by the men. . . . The 
scenery of the fine river on which I am steaming down to 
Canton (he was steaming up, as it happens) affords equal 
interest to the scenes between decks. To some it would be 
more interesting, but Pope was of opinion that the proper 
study of mankind is of first moment.” 

Did space permit we could give an infinite number of 
excerpts, illustrating the humorous, the cheery, the 
slangy, and even, orribile dictu, the silly manners of the 
author. Of the latter, particularly, the specimens are 
abundant. Let us contrast with “J. H.’s” English the 
language of the Japanese guide-book to Kioto, which he 
says, in his own inimitable style, is “ worth sampling ” :— 

“ BEIVA. 

“ Beiva, the lake in the East of Kioto, is a very nice lake, 
with many fine views all round. The beauties of the lake 
are eight in number—First the strange fir tree in Kara- 
saki. Second the view of the flying down of wild geese. 
Third Awattu. Fourth the moon lighting night in autumn 
in Ishiyama, and Fifth the evening in Sheta. Sixth the boats 
sailing to Zabashe. Seventh the snow mountain, Hiza, 
evening sight. Eight if you go to the Mediera you will see 
nearly all of them.” 

We leave our readers to judge whether the Japanese 
English of the guide-book is not more intelligible and 
more lively than the specimens of Australian English 
we have quoted. 

“J. H.” travelled from San Francisco to Japan, 
where he spent some time, and then proceeded from 
Nagasaki to Shanghai and Hong Kong. Thence he 
steamed to Singapore, touching at Saigon. In Java he 
also made a lengthened stay, and returned to Australia 
by Soerabaya and the Torres Straits. ‘The route round 
the world ” isthus reduced to smaller proportions than are 
implied in the title, the portion described extending in 
fact over only seventy-five degrees of longitude out of 
three hundred and sixty. Still, as some of the countries 
visited belong to the least known and least trodden, a 
really observant and studious traveller, able to describe 
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what he saw in clear language, could not have failed to 
produce an interesting work. “ J. H.,” however, seems 
to have carried out his journey under orders from the 
Melbourne Argus, on the condition of supplying its pages 
with readable matter. His chapters were, as he says, 
actually written in the localities which he describes and 
thence posted to Melbourne, and he therefore ventures to 
think that they convey a more faithful description of 
scenes and people than “if they had been subse- 
quently elaborated from . - @ diary, assisted by 
reference to the works of other travellers.” Perhaps 
so. First impressions are usually more lively, but 
then they are painfully subject to be incorrect, 
and a conscientious writer is generally glad to rectify 
those first impressions by later experience and by the 
knowledge he can gain from ot hers. 
describe countries from our own impressions alone is as 
if a man were to attempt to evolve and construct a steam- 
engine from his own inner consciousness without even 
looking af any of the machines invented by others an@ 
now at work. What, for instance, shall we say of his 
opinion of the Malays, unhesitatingly formed after, or 
during, a stay of thirty-six hours at Saigon ?— 

“A Malay has no gratitude, no energy, no industry, no 
manners of any good kind (sic). His hand is ever extended 
for more, even if you pay him three times over. He never 
thanks you. He is thievish also, and lying is no name for 
the distance he can go from the truth. He is, or seems to 
be, naturally morose. It is his nature to be ‘nasty,’ and he 
can’t help it. His idea of cleansing leathern (s#c) boots is to 
rub them over with a rag and steal the laces. He then brings 
back the boots, and holds out his hand for money. He will 
swear he knows nothing of the laces, and has no blacking. 
He has both, but is too lazy to brush the boots, and too 
much given to appropriation to part with spoil.” 

It is quite evident that Mr. Hingston formed his idea 
of the Malays generally from the individual to whom he 
entrusted his boots on landing. This is as if a stranger 
should form his opinion of Englishmen from one of the 
loafers who hang about St. Katherine’s Docks and offer 
to pilot the unsuspecting foreigner through ‘the mazes 
of London, and reminds us of the old story of the French 
traveller, who, on crossing the frontier of a fresh country, 
saw a one-eyed man begging. “In this country,” he 
wrote in his note-book, “the people are one-eyed.” 
Those who have had to work with Malay boatmen, or 
who have explored the forests of the Peninsula with 
Malay guides and hunters, would give a very different 
account. What Mr. Hingston writes may be very smart, 
and may satisfy the Melbourne public, but it is totally 
unjustifiable to reprint such stuff in a book and present 
it to the English public as genuine description. 

This, however, is only an isolated and typical case. 
The author’s sufferings from heat at Singapore made him 
consider the settlement very unhealthy, and he talks of 
the jaundiced look of the Europeans he sees there as if 
this flourishing port were a hot-bed of disease, and 
must necesarily be the grave of the majority of Eng- 
lishmen. Nothing could be further from the truth. 
Though almost on the equator, Singapore rejoices in a 
climate which is very healthy for the tropics, and many 
men have, after spending fifteen or twenty years there, 
returned to England with liver unimpaired and fresh 
complexions, which is more than could be said of the 
majority of stations in similar latitudes. But Mr. Hing+ 


ston’s superficiality is exceeded by his flippancy. He 
cannot allude to anything French without a sneer, and if 
he wishes to describe something small, flimsy, or finnikin, 
calls it “ Frenchified.” His ignorance of France and the 
French is evidently only surpassed by his ignorance of the 
English tongue. His summary of French history during 


To attempt to 





ie em 


ae es ae 


> ORES ROA ees Sores par 





Dec. 26, 1879. 


the Second Empire is a wonderful proof of the total 
darkness which surrounds some of the men who 
assume to enlighten others, Hitherto we had sup- 
posed that the Australian reading public was rather an 
intelligent one, and the character of the principal news- 
papers of Melbourne and Sydney tended to confirm 
that opinion. Mr. Hingston has, however, done much 
to shake it. We cannot imagine how any journal could, 
after the first half-dozen contributions, continue to pub- 
lish the stuff here set out in all the glory of large type, 
good illustrations, maps, and a smart binding. ‘That the 
Areus found its account in so doing speaks ill for its 
readers. But although these letters may have been just 
admissible to the Argus as hasty and therefore evanescent 
contributions from a “ travelling gent,” they are entirely 
unworthy of being réprinted in a collected form in 
London. Their vulgarity, flippancy, and ignorance should 
have consigned them to the obscurity from which they had 
no right to emerge, and we anticipate with horror the 
appearance of a second volume in which we are to be 
treated to further accurate descriptions (save the mark !) 
of other and more western countries. 


THE RUSSIAN ARMY.* 


IEUTENANT GREENE in his preface admits 
that in the political questions with which he has 
dealt in his work his sympathies lie with Russia, but he 
has, as a broad principle, been fortunately enabled to 
keep his sentiments in check. For, with but few excep- 
tions, his criticisms on the campaigns of 1877-8 are abso- 
lutely impartial, dealing chiefly with matter strategical and 
statistical, and avoiding the more treacherous and doubt- 
ful ground of politics. It is certainly open to question 
whether the author is right in affirming that “the Rus- 
sian authorities extended to all who came properly 
accredited the most generous and open-hearted hospi- 
tality.” And there are those who will differ from his 
statement that all ‘‘ were invariably granted full permis- 
sion to join whatever troops they chose ”—in fact, to go 
everywhere and anywhere ; but it is enough for us that 
such facilities were accorded to Lieutenant Greene as 
enabled him to produce the book now before us. 

The first part, consisting of five chapters, is devoted to 
the Russian Army, so far as its interior economy, arma- 
ment, and tactics are concerned, and is in our opinion the 
most valuable portion of the work. The Russian military 
system of to-day, the author says, is universal service, with- 
out distinction or exemption, from all males over twenty 
years of age, and the authority for this conscription is a 
ukase of the Emperor dated January, 1874. Like in most 
Continental armies, recruiting for active service is carried 
out by drawing lots, the numbers required being yearly 
fixed by the Government. The ordinary term of 
service is fixed at fifteen years, six being active, and nine 
in the reserve. Some exceptions are made in special 
corps, where the term is reduced to ten years, seven 
active and three reserve. As a basis to work on, 
we are told that the average number of Russians who 
annually attain the age of twenty is, exclusive of Cossacks, 
about 700,000. Of these the contingent called for in 1877 
was 195,000, and in 1878 and 1879, 218,000. Particu- 
larly interesting is the chapter devoted to the strength and 
organisation of the army, where we find tabulated “ field 
states,” showing the footing both in peace and war. 


From these we gather that the Russian field army 
ts as Ne at i a aie eek 

* The Russian Army, and its Campaign in Turkey in 1877-78. 
By F. V. Greenz, U.S.A. 1 vol., with Atlas. (W. H. Allen 
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numbers 339 general officers, 20,734 Officers, 814,398 
men, 1¢5,203 horses, and 2514 guns, in the combutant 
branches of all ranks, including engineers. The non- 
combatants amount to 1777 officials, 58,282 men, 50,118 
horses, and 11,990 waggons. Besides these are the 
garrison forces, special corps, and reserve, and, with the 
field army, 4309 officets and 1 52,514 Cossacks, who, 
from their semi-independence and management of every- 
thing for themselves, as well as from their skill in horse- 
manship and with the rifle, are extremely useful troops. 
The Cossacks pay no taxes, but in lieu render military 
service without remuneration, having a small allowance 
instead of rations, together with arms and ammunition. 
Thus recapitulating, we find that the maximum war 
strength, including fortress, garrison, frontier, and 
stationary troops, the Ersa¢s (from which are filled up alt 
gaps in the fighting line), the reserve, and military esta- 
blishments, amounts to 2,029,500 combatants and 
221,000 non-combatants—truly an enormous body. It 
would be impossible, in the limited space at our command, 
to follow the author through the various details he gives 
us O0n armament and administration, in which, as in 
every other part, he goes into full details and expresses 
everything clearly, simply, and to the point. We are rather 
surprised, however, that he does not, when treating of 
adminstration and the various departments, each with their 
sub-committees, touch on the notorious system of bribery 
and corruption that proved so great a curse to the army 
in the Turkish campaign ; but as most of his data 
have been supplied by the Russian authorities themselves,. 
we suppose that they overlooked this matter, or at all 
events omitted to mention the rates of commission taken 
by every official from the lowest up to the fountain-head. 
The first part is brought to a conclusion by a chapter on 
tactics, which is what it professes to be—viz., a brief 
summary of the Russian regulations as given in the 
Spravotchnaya Kneeshka of 1875. These seem to be 
framed from portions of the German, French, and 
English systems, simplicity being their chief feature. 
The skirmishing, however, is in opposition to the 
generally-accepted idea ; for whereas in most armies the 
more men can keep out of sight and take advantage of 
every piece of cover the better the skirmishing is con- 
sidered, with the Russians, to stoop is considered 
demoralising ; and under fire the men are trained to 
jump forward 25 or 50 paces from cover to cover, in an 
upright position, ‘The rates of march for the different 
arms as given seem slow, and if we calculate the length 
of pace (arshin), which is 28 inches, and the number to 
the minute, between 112 and 116, the result should 
yield more than 2% of a mile per hour even for long 
distances; and as cavalry and artillery are computed 
only at 3% miles per hour, we fancy there must be some 
error. ‘This brings us to Part II., commencing with the 
campaign in Bulgaria. Lieutenant Greene opens by 
reciting the manifesto of the Emperor anent the 
oppressed Christians in Turkey (the dona fides of which 
is now too well known), and the declaration of war by 
Holy Russia, following with a brief sketch of the avail- 
able troops at that time on both sides. He gives it as 
his opinion that although the Turks were numerically 
deficient in cavalry and artillery they were better armed, 
the steel Krupp being superior to the Russian bronze- 
guns. In small arms they (the Turks) were for the most 
part equipped with the Peabody-Martini, and the rest 
with the Snider. Now, this system of armament 
requiring two distinct species and sizes of ammunition, 
we cannot agree with Lieutenant Greene as to the 
Ottoman superiority. Nor when we recall the great 
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facilities given to the Russians for obtaining war material, 
such as powder, shell, &c., by Germany, can it be allowed 
that the artillery of the Czar was inferior to that of the 
Sultan, Again, the Turks, we are told, “in order to 
make up their deficiency in cavalry, had recourse to irre- 
gular troops, known as Bashi-Bazouks,. . . who were 
insubordinate and unruly, . . . . cowardly and dis- 
obedient, and of no military service to the Turks.” Here, 
again, there are too evident signs of Russophile proclivi- 
ties in the author, for between the Cossack, who is lauded 
to the skies, and the Bashi-Bazouk, who is unreservedly 
condemned, we doubt if there is much to choose, both 
being equally lawless, and both having been equally guilty 
of the most hideous atrocities. Passing on to the pian of 
the campaign, most military critics will agree when they 
read that “had the campaign been begun (as it was 
ended) by 375,000 instead of 200,000 men, it is quite 
possible that the plan might have been carried out with 
little deviation (until checked by foreign intervention).” 
The plan was to seize the railway bridge at the mouth of 
the Sereth, sending one corps across the Danube at Braila 
into the Dobrudja, and to march the bulk of the army 
through Roumania, crossing the Danube between Niko- 
polis and Rustchuk; by masking the Quadrilateral and 
by protecting the flanks to advance over the Balkans to 
Adrianople. ‘ But,” it goes on, “ with the insufficient 
forces at hand, having crossed the Danube, seized a pass 
in the Balkans, and posted the sufficient portions on 
either flank, there were no troops left to send over 
the Balkans.” As it was, the two columns— 
viz., the Shipka and the Sophia—had to take a 
line of march, the one 750 miles, the other 970. 
We then come to the concentration in Roumania, the 
difficulties of transport, and the delay occasioned by 
the difference in gauge of the Russian and Roumanian 
railways, necessitating transhipment at Jassy; the 
destruction of Turkish monitors by torpedo launches ; 
the failure of the Turkish Navy to accomplish anything ; 
and, lastly, the crossing of the Danube and the abandon- 
ing of the lower river by the defenders, all of which is 
told clearly and succinctly. One mistake requires correc- 
tion, as it is an injustice to a brave man and a good 
officer. Lieutenant Greene, after commenting on “the 
complete failure of the fine Turkish Navy,” and com- 
paring their mistakes with “the brilliant achievements of 
the gun boat flotillas under the orders of Commodore 
Foote and Admiral Porter on our western rivers during 
the Civil War” (a little excusable American bounce), goes 
on to say, “The operations of the Navy were under the 
control of Admiral Hobart Pasha, an ex-officer of the 
English service.” It is well known that through jealousy, 
which in our opinion was one of the chief causes of the 
Turkish defeats, Hobart Pasha was of allowed to control 
the operations, and was for a long time kept in a state of 
inactivity under the Sultan’s eye, serving no purpose 
whatsoever. Had he been allowed to have his own way, 
the crossing of the Danube would have been a very 
different affair for the Russians. 

For the same reason that precluded us from following 
the author through his previous chapters on administra- 
tion and armament, we are unable to trace with him the 
whole campaign. That we must leave to those who read 
his work, of which there will be many. 

Suffice it, then, that Lieutenant Greene’s description 
suffers in no way from what has previously been written. 
Critical, sound judgment, a thorough knowledge of the 
subject, with a slight partiality for “his side,” stamp 
the whole as the work of a thoughtful and conscientious 
man. Excellent are the “ Conclusions,” where he points 


out the immense value of shelter trenches. The Russians, 
he tells us, refused to employ a spade until forced to do 
so; hence the heavy slaughter which attended most, if 
not all, their assaults ; while the Turks, erring on the 
side of prudence, demoralised their men by their exces- 
sive caution. An extract from General Kion’s report 
here given sums up the case:—“ It is the nature of the 
Russian soldier when he stops for a month to instal him- 
self, in the matter of fortifications, as if for a day ; 
whereas the Turk, stopping for a day, instals himself as 
if for a month.” Lieutenant Greene does not fail to 
criticise the reckless waste of human life at Plevna by 
the Russians, though he blames Osman Pasha for 
exceeding his limitations, which we doubt if that 
General could help. As we have said, the criticisms and 
summaries throughout are most careful and backed by 
authoritative opinions, and we can but wish that the 
author could have been in two places at the same time 
and given us his views from the Turkish side. The 
maps and sketches of fortifications, entrenching tools, 
and guns are bound up in a separate volume, making 
them extremely handy for reference. All are drawn to 
scale, and are executed in the very best style. The 
positions are clearly marked, and the contouring carried 
out with great accuracy. The index at the end is also 
useful, as at a moment’s notice any portion can be 
referred to. On the whole, we may safely say that 
**The Russian Army and its Campaigns ” is one of the 
best technical books of the sort we have ever met with. 
It is most creditable to both the author and the pub- 
lisher, to military men most valuable, and to others 
most interesting ; and, while complimenting Lieutenant 
Greene and Messrs. Allen on the way they have each 
done their respective parts, we predict for the book a 
great success. 


THE GREATEST HEIRESS IN ENGLAND.* 


RS. OLIPHANT carries out thoroughly Horace’s 
maxim, that the interest should increase as the 

story progresses. The first volume of her last novel is 
distinctly—well, not dull, for dulness and Mrs. Oliphant 
are quite incompatible, but unexciting, at any rate. There 
are many microscopically small incidents, and the story 
appears to progress but slowly, too slowly for the im- 
patient reader. In the second volume there is more 
action, and we do seem to be moving a little, though still 
at a placid pace, very different from the breathless haste 
with which in many modern stories we are hurried from 
jealousy to murder, from a desert adventure to shipwreck, 
The last volume, however, will satisfy the most exacting. 
Not that it contains any startling or tremendous occur- 
rences ; for there is in it not even a railway smash, that 
favourite modern method of disposing of inconvenient 
characters of the male sex, ladies being generally removed 
by consumption or some other fatal complaint. But the 
story increases in interest, the heroine’s flirtations begin 
to assume definite shape, and the incidents related, 
though on a small scale and occurring amid familiar sur- 
roundings, have a distinct and immediate bearing on the 
dénouement, which, we admit, we scarcely anticipated, It re- 
quires some courage to make a hero of a gentleman who is 
long past thirty, who possesses none of the mysterious 
attractions of a Rochester to compensate for his ad- 
vanced age, and whom the author has no hesitation in 
describing as “large” and “jolly.” No one could well 
be more practical, less romantic, less conventional, and, let 
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us add, more natural, than the gentleman who, after all, 
wins the much-coveted hand of the “ Greatest Heiress 
in England,” and Mrs. Oliphant shows both her talent 
and her disregard for the conventionalities of fiction by 
allowing him to obtain the prize. Her talent, because if 
there really ever was a girl placed by her father’s will in 
the peculiar position of Lucy, and if at the same time 
the young lady was as natural, as unaffected, and as 
sensible as this heroine, then such a result, or a similar 
one, would in real life be inevitable. Her courage, 
because few persons will divine in the stalwart, but 
certainly not muscular nor particularly interesting indivi- 
dual who appears towards the end of the second volume, 
the Ulysses who is to smite the suitors. Hence, they 
would naturally be still on the constant look-out for 
a more romantic hero, and would be disappointed, if 
not disgusted, at the unexpected conclusion. But #/ 
ny a@ rien de charmant comme Pimprévu, and long 
before the end is reached, Mrs. Oliphant has gained 
for her creations the full sympathy of her readers, 

It will be observed that we have been careful not to 
betray the name of the victorious one. To do so would be 
shameful meanness, We can sketch the plot very briefly — 
more briefly than it deserves—without betraying it. Lucy 
Trevor is the daughter ofa retired schoolmaster, who, when 
almost beyond middle age, married an extremely rich, 
but not highly-educated nor well-born woman, not his 
junior. She had several children, but one daughter 
only survived her mother, who dies before the scene 
opens. Old Trevor then committed the blunder of 
marrying his housekeeper. She also died, leaving a little 
boy (Jock), who, as her father said, ought never to have 
been born. The first wife’s fortune grows enormously 
under the widower’s fostering care ; he spends nothing, 
and lives almost as simply as he did when earning a 
small weekly wage. He carefully accumulates, specu- 
lates, and scrapes for Lucy. His whole time is 
devoted to contriving a will by which she shall, for 
seven years after his death, not be permitted to marry 
except by the unanimous consent of a committee of six 
persons, Various other extraordinary but perfectly legal 
clauses are added. One of them stipulates that she may 
give away huge sums to provide a competence for such 
poor persons as she may select, and that her numerous 
guardians are bound to carry out her wishes ; another, that 
she is to live half of every year in London with fashion- 
able Lady Randolph, and the other half in the small 
country town of Farafield, under the roof of the Fords, 
poor and vulgar relations of the second Mrs. Trevor, 
Given a foundation like this, and the death of the old man, 
which occurs early in the second volume, and any number 
of complications must, in the natural course of events, 
arise. Each of the six members of the “matrimonial 
Committee,” except the rector, has a candidate for Lucy’s 
hand; an impecunious brother, son, or nephew. Each 
of these young men in turn is urged by his friends to press 
his suit, and the guardians themselves never cease warn- 
ing poor Lucy against each other’s intrigues. ‘“ People 
seemed to struggle over her incoherently, for she knew 
not what reason, each trying to push the other away, 
each trying to persuade her that the other entertained 
some evil motive, . . . and there was nobody to advise, 


nobody to help her.” The poor child (for, when her 
father dies, she is barely seventeen), simple and innocent 
as she is, is nearly driven to despair, and her sufferings 
are increased by the clause which empowers her to give 
away considerable sums. She is constantly finding what 
she considers good cases for exercising this power, and is 
as often met with gross ingratitude, vulgar greed, and 
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hideous hypocrisy. In Lucy’s interview with the well; 
born but extremely ill-bred, silly, and weak Mrs. Russell, 
in her conversations with Mrs. Stone, the schoolmistress, 
who wants her nephew, St. Clair, to win the great heiress, 
Mrs. Oliphant displays much of that marvellous power of 
analysis which recalls “La Cousine Bette” and “Le 
Cousin Pons.” These scenes are intensely disagreeable, 
yet are they saved from offensiveness by the author’s 
exquisite sense of tact and humour, and their truth to 
nature makes us not only forgive, but thank her for 
describing them. Mrs. Oliphant can make com. 
paratively trivial matters as thrilling as the rescue of 
a heroine from the ruffian’s clutches in a melodrama. 
Over Lucy’s first proposal the young lady reader 
will almost go wild with excitement, while the calmer 
critic will watch, with an interest few novels could cause, 
the suitors coming on, one after another, and snapping 
at the golden prize. Of course Lucy’s character, as the 
principal one, is also the most interesting and the most 
fully worked out. Of the others Mrs. Stone, Mrs. Ford, 
and Lady Randolph are all delightfully typical, each in 
her way, and we only regret that the second, after play- 
ing no unimportant part, subsides rather too rapidly. 
There are no villains in “ The Greatest Heiress in Eng- 
land,” nor are there any angels and heroes. There are 
only ordinary men and women, acted on by the mixed 
motives which really obtain in life, and swayed by vary- 
ing impulses, some bad, some good. It is curious to 
observe how far superior Mrs. Oliphant is to most lady 
novelists in her analysis of male character, even in many 
respects to George Eliot herself. Her men, in fact, are 
thoroughly real, not impossible enthusiasts like Daniel 
Deronda, nor poetic youths with fair hair like Ladislaw ; 
but such men as we come across daily, moving, speaking, 
and thinking naturally and without any assumption of 
excessive virtue on the one hand, nor descent to the 
depth of selfishness or vice on the other. Thus, although, 

of course, all the suitors want Lucy’s fortune, the differ- 
ences in their way of arguing themselves into trying for it, 

and the various motives which finally induce them to take 
the unsuccessful plunge, are as natural as they are clever. 

Philip Rainy is perhaps the best of these ; Bertie remains 
a little sketchy even to the end; St. Clair, however, and 

Raymond are elaborated with a loving care which these 

individuals scarcely deserve. Altogether the book is a 

delightful one—fresh, wholesome, interesting, and well 

written ; abounding in acute observations and epigram- 

matic sayings, it deserves to take rank not only among 

the best fiction of the year (for that would be no very 

great compliment), but among the best works of the 


author. 


POLITICAL PERSONALITIES.* 


N what provincial paper Mr. Reid’s sketches originally 
appeared we are unable to say; but it will suggest 
itself to persons versed in newspaper matters that some 
influence beyond their mere merits may possibly have 
effected their admittance into its columns. The first 
thirty or forty pages of the work might easily be sup- 
posed to be intended for a rather ponderous and witless 
joke, but when the unfortunate critic is compelled to. 
wade on and on, through nearly six hundred similar 
leaves, he finds out to his cost that the book is not 
intended to be a joke, but that, in fact, it has been 
written in sober earnest. It is truly an infliction to 
a reviewer to have to pass several hours of heavy dulness 
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in company with matter such as this. If Mr, Wemyss 
Reid had had any consideration for his fellow-creatures, 
he would have published his compilation in fine summer 
weather, at a cheerful time of the year ; but he has no com- 
passion in his breast, and issues his work in November, 
in the month of fogs, when the weather outside can in 
no way relieve the dulness within. The critic turns from 
the fog in the street to the cloudy and involved sentences 
of the book before him with despair in his heart, for 
in neither does he find light or brightness. The custom 
of writing biographies full of personal details is perhaps 
not a very laudable feature of the age ; but in order to 
make this habit tolerable these notices should be in good 
taste, free from vulgarity, crisp and witty, and that is 
exactly what Mr. Reid's are not. They are colourless, 
tasteless, and, we fear it must be added, senseless. 

The persons who are unfortunate enough to be the 
objects of Mr. Reid’s private or political admiration are 
much to be pitied. For his political foes he has no 
mercy ; but as in all he says concerning Lord Beacons- 
field, Mr. Cross, and Lord Salisbury there is absolutely 
not one fact that is new or one thought that is original, 
we doubt whether those eminent statesmen will be very 
much injured by the invectives which, from lack of 
argumentative powers, Mr. Reid fiercely hurls at them. 
‘The kind patronage which the author accords Her 
Majesty, and the gentle advice and admonition which 
he bestows upon the Prince of Wales, would probably, 
coming from any other person, be considered vulgar and 
impertinent. As emanations from Mr. Reid’s pen, they 
assume quite a different character ; we see them as beau- 
tiful moral lessons carefully worked up by the eminent 
leader-writer of a great provincial paper, with a view, not 
only to teaching Her Majesty and the Prince how 
they should govern and act, but also to show poor 
provincials how privileged they are in being allowed 
to read the articles of a man who, in the lobby of the 
House of Commons, has many a time “ rubbed shoul- 
ders” with Mr. Burt and Mr. Parnell—aye, even with 
the great John Bright himself. 

If such a work as this could by the wildest stretch of 
imagination be supposed to do any harm to the persons 
mentioned in it, the leaders of the Liberal Party would 
suffer most; for whether Mr. Reid covers his victims 
with fulsome adulation, or lectures them like a village 
schoolmaster, he somehow contrives in every case to 
render them ridiculous. Luckily, however, for them- 
selves, Lord Hartington, Mr. Chamberlain, Mr. Fawcett, 
and Mr. Gladstone have for a certain number of years 
contrived to exist and even to prosper without the 
assistance of this universal Boswell; and probably as 
they have fared in the past, so their future life will not 
‘be marred by the efforts of an individual who, whatever 
may be his merits in other matters, certainly lacks both 
tact and taste in biography. The two chapters which 
Mr. Reid devotes to the Zimes and to Punch are 
even more ridiculous and vapid than the rest of the 
work. Apart from the Liberal leaders, the persons with 
whom we have the greatest sympathy, on reading Mr. 
Reid’s ramblings, are the publishers of the book; for 
from a literary point of view it can certainly do them no 
good to have fathered such a production ; and we fear 
‘from a pecuniary standpoint (unless, of course, they have 
been amply indemnified beforehand) that the circulation 
which Mr. Reid’s efforts can obtain will hardly pay the 
expenses of printing and binding. 
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CURRENT LITERATURE. 


Alice ; and other Fairy Plays for Children. By Kate 
Freiligrath-Kroeker. (W. Swan Sonnenschein and Allen, 
Paternoster Square.)—The authoress in her preface tells us 
that “these fairy dramas were originally written to supply a 
home demand, . . . a dramatic version of Mr. Lewis 
Carroll's *Alice’ being added to the original plays.” The 
title of “ original” scarcely holds good, for they are in fact a 
dramatised version of “ Alice in Wonderland,” together with 
three other very old favourities. For instance, the second of 
the plays, called “Snowdrop,” is as often known as “ Fair 
Rosamond,” and Grimm's “ Fairy Tales,” if we mistake not, 
will supply the foundation for them all. Therefore, so far as 
the author is concerned, the dramatising is all she can claim 
as her share. This being so, we will briefly look into her 
work, and as a whole we can fairly congratulate her, for she 
has closely adhered to the text, and brought out each inci- 
dent and situation with considerable skill and power. Mr. 
Lewis Carroll’s clever story is too well-known to need de- 
scription, and it must have struck everyone that from its 
very absurdity it was admirably adapted for the stage, more 
especially perhaps for pantomime. The chief difficulty in 
such a play would be the dresses and general mounting, and 
when it is proposed that the parts should be performed by 
children the difficulty is increased tenfold. This, however, 
does not seem to have struck the authoress, for she confines 
herself, so far as stage directions go, to the following inci- 
dental remarks :—“ The costumes and masks . . . should 
be copied as faithfully as possible from Mr. Tenniel’s illus- 
trations to ‘ Alice in Wonderland,’” and after alluding to the 
painting of the head of the “ Cheshire cat,” she continues :— 
“ Of course the raising of the gauze cosy must be practised 
beforehand, that there may be no hitch at the time of the 
performance.” We should have imagined that there were a 
good many things to be “practised beforehand,” or re- 
hearsed, and it would have simplified matters if an explana- 
tion had been afforded us of the “ gauze cosy,” for at present 
we confess to being somewhat puzzled as to the authoress’s 
meaning. The dialogue, however, is bright and simple, and 
with competent stage management the piece would be a great 
success. We have the same fault to find with all the plays, 
namely, a want of stage directions. For children more than 
others require their exits and entrances strongly marked, and 
all these details should not have been overlooked. In the 
second piece, “ Snowdrop,” written in blank verse, we should 
have thought the speeches too long for children. Though 
Miss Kroeker has had the advantage of having seen it played 
at the Hackney High School, still there are few children 
who could repeat the part of Prince Faithful. For instance, 
taking the speech at random :— 

“ Try me, Fair Snowdrop, that is all I ask! 

And if you deem me young yet am I brave, 

And sooner far than aught should threaten you, 

I’d gladly lose my life, protecting yours !” 
And so on for fourteen or fifteen lines. And to Snowdrop 
herself is given a soliloquy of some eighteen lines in the 
same strain. With these exceptions the book is very pleasant, 
and the simple and pretty music for the piece which is 
placed at the end of each play adds greatly to its charm. 
Should these fairy plays require a second edition, which we 
should imagine they will do, we hope that the authoress will 
take our hints, and give fuller details as to their method of 
presentation. Even as they are, we can imagine no happier 
present for the children at Christmas than Miss Kroeker’s 
book, beautifully got up as it is, and the sense of amusement 
that it will afford both to the child actors and their audience 
will justify the authoress’s wish, and our opinion, that the 
“little volume will gain friends everywhere.” 

The Leisure Hour (Religious Tract Society) has appeared 
in a collected form, that of a portly volume of more than 800 
pages. The weekly numbers of this periodical are sold for 
an extremely moderate sum, and most persons will be sur- 
prised to find what a mass of information and amusement is 
contained in the fifty-two which make up this volume. A 
large portion is of course occupied by tales, of which “Straight 
to the Mark,” “The Begum’s Fortune,” and “Wait @ 
Year” are the principal ones in this year’s issue. In 
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length each of these stories would fill the ordinary three 
volumes of Mudie’s shelves; in quality they are distinctly 
superior to many such novels. “The Begum’s Fortune” is 
an excellent translation of one of M. Jules Verne’s most 
romantic fictions, and will amuse young and old equally well. 
Better still, however, are some of the sketches—those, for 
instance, of Jewish Life, by J. A., are as correct as they are 
well written and illustrated. An extremely useful coloured 
plate forms the frontispiece ; it shows the flags of all nations, 
and carefully distinguishes between the colours flown by 
merchant ships and men-of-war. Many of the numbers con- 
tain amusing anecdotes about animals, of which we cannot 
help quoting one :— 

“ A gander belonging to a farmer at Riverhead, in Lincoln- 
shire, was determined to hatch. He first of all selected a 
wet stone as the object of his maternal affection, then a dis- 
carded tin kettle, and last of all he was discovered assi- 
duously brooding on his master’s waistcoat. It was finally 
decided to gratify his most unusual taste, and he was pro- 
vided with five eggs. To the lasting triumph of his sex, be 
it said, he brought off his brood triumphantly. But, alas ! 
in the fulness of his heart, and the delight of release from 
long captivity, this deluded gander took such extravagantly 
long walks that he walked his poor little goslings into their 
untimely graves. We must draw a veil over the grief of the 
afflicted parent.” 

Some of these and other articles in the Leisure Hour would 
be improved by a little judicious pruning, which in this quo- 
tation we have taken the liberty of attempting. 

The Sunday at Home (Religious Tract Society) is an equally 
handsome volume, but its contents are, of course, of a dis- 
tinctly religious tendency. If there must be a special litera- 
ture for Sunday, and if books which are good for the other 
six days of the week are not also available on the first day, 
then this periodical deserves full commendation. On the 
subject of the coloured plates with which it is enlivened we 
can speak more unreservedly. “ Winter” is as good a spe- 
cimen of chromolithography as it is possible, we think, to 
produce, when the conditions of an enormous number of 
copies and of the limits of cost are borne in mind. 

Our Visit to Hindostan, Kashmir, and Ladakh, By Mrs. 
J. C. Murray Aynsley. 1 vol. (W. H. Allen and Co.)— 
Mrs. Aynsley in her preface informs us that “the publica- 
tion was an after-thought,” and her work proves once 
more that second thoughts are not always the best, though 
why this “ after-thought ” should be made an excuse “ for the 
almost colloquial style in which they (the papers) are 
written” we cannot say. We presume Mrs. Aynsley by 
“colloquial” means ungrammatical, for some of her sen- 
tences are extremely puzzling, commencing in the first person 
singular and ending in the third person plural, with past, 
present, and future mixed up in the middle. As 2 specimen 
of the author’s style we extract the following on page 23 :— 
“It was the work of Shah Jehan, who built it in the name of 
his daughter, whose name has come down to us associated 
with her devotion to her father, whose long captivity she 
shared ;” and again, “The garden and the approach are on 
the same plan as all ‘those built by the Moghuls, viz., that 
from the central gateway radiated an avenue.” Nor is Mrs. 
Aynsley content with the words of her own language, 
but she invents some new ones such as exteriorly, &c. 
However, space forbids us from (even if we were so 
disposed) dealing with the minutiz of the book, so we will 
proceed briefly to glance at some of the information given, 
and as we read we are forced to the conclusion that there is 
little to be found in it that is not well known already, and 
that that little shows Mrs. Aynsley to have been entirely 
misinformed. For instance, with regard to the grain 
produce and the divisions between the farmers and the 

Government of Cashmere (page 72), she has got the most 
superficial ideas of the true state of the case. Formerly, 
Mrs. Aynsley says, the division was an equal one, but 
now the Government requires seven-eighths of the crops. 
This is misleading, for the division, we believe, so far 
as the Government are concerned, is as it always 
has been. The increase and grinding down of the 
cultivator, which is universal throughout all India as well 
as Cashmere, is due, not to any Government, but to the 
money-lenders and the officials bribed by them. No ter- 
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rible adventures were encountered on these travels, for 
a snow-storm which took place in May in the Siddar 
Valley (an unusual occurrence, we admit) is painted in the 
light of a very serious. calamity, necessitating sending to 
the village “ for long poles to assist in knocking the snow off 
the tent and setting several men to watch (why several ?) by 
turns all night for fear of another storm!” And what is called 
“an adventure on return journey,” turns out to be only the 
very common discomfort in travelling of having to wait 
three hours for the baggage and being forced to go to bed 
supperless. In describing the Sikhs the writer tells us that 
they wear in their head-dress as ornaments small rows of 
instruments, much resembling spilikens in form and size, of 
iron, which they consider possess sacred properties. “ Others 
again have iron rings of the quoit shape.” Evidently Mrs. 
Aynsley did not witness the Sikh performance with these 
quoit-shaped ornaments. If she had seen plantain trees 
thicker than a man’s leg cut clean through time after time 
with unerring aim at a distance of eighty or hundred yards, 
she would scarcely have described them as purely orna- 
mental. 

The greater portion of the volume is taken up with 
descriptions of various temples and minarets, fairly correct, 
but monotonous. From the few extracts made we must 
leave the reader to judge of the value of “ Our Visit to Hin- 
dostan.” All we have learned from it ourselves is that the 
authoress was unfortunate enough to be attacked with 
influenza at Delhi, and that she is the proud possessor of a 
praying wheel, of which hundreds are yearly manufactured 
for sale, Very pleasant may her experiences have been to 
her friends in England in the form of letters, but as a book 
of travel, we are sorry to say, they are worthless. In con- 
clusion we see that Mrs. Aynsley threatens us with some 
temples and Southern India on a future occasion. There is 
luck in odd numbers ; therefore let her take a third thought 
—and refrain. 


The Nineteenth Century. A History. By Robert 
Mackenzie. (T. Nelson and Sons.)—The accuracy and 
impartiality of this work may be gauged by two examples. 
On page 41 we are told that the fortress of Ulm is on the 
Rhine ! and on page 404 we are treated to the following 
truly touching history of Turkish loans :—“ The honest 
earnings of credulous Englishmen were squandered on the 
filthy pleasures of Turkish savages. The tempting interest 
promised to the earlier dupes was paid from sums yielded 
by the later. Not till a debt of one hundred and forty 
million (sic) had been incurred did the simple Christians 
discover that they were being plundered by the cunning 
misbelievers.” Poor simple men, who obtained ten per 
cent. for their money, and were deceived by the wicked 
Turks into considering their investment as safe as Consols! 
We strongly commend this passage to the Committee of 
Turkish Bondholders. It will console them to think that 
there is so much faith in English simplicity, Christian 
virtue, and the roguery of mzs-believers (whoever they may 
be). As, however, it is not fair to judge a book froma 
passage at the beginning and another towards the end, we 
take a quotation at hazard from the middle. It refers to the 
alliance between the Western Powers and the Porte in 
1854 :—‘“ By what malign combination of circumstances 
was Turkey endowed with power to work this immeasurable 
evil? How did it come to pass that this despicable Govern- 
ment was able to make enlightened and powerful Christian 
States the ministers of its fanatical and barbarous hatred ?" 
After this, no one will be surprised to hear that Napoleon 
III. caused the Crimean War by the rights he demanded 
for the Latin priests in the Holy Land, nor that the Battle 
of Custozza, in 1866, is not even mentioned in the chapters 
devoted to Italy and Austria, though several pages are 
filled with the more or less apocryphal story of the inven- 
tion of the needle-gun. Voila comme on écrit l'histoire! 


Oliver and Boyd’s Pronouncing Gazetteer of the World. 
(Edinburgh : Oliver and Boyd. London: Simpkin, Mar- 
shall, and Co.)—This little book consists of about 450 closely 
printed pages and thirty-two maps, forming a miniature 
atlas and fairly complete gazetteer combined. For the price 
of 6s. 6d. it must be confessed that it is a wonderful book, 
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embracing as it does not only description of natural produc- 
tions and manufactures of each country, but also the pro- 
nunciation of every name. The latter portion of the work is 
done very well indeed ; we have been unable to find out the 
authors in a single slip, even by looking for such eccentric 
names as Marosvasarhely. The maps are clear, and corrected 
up to date, although on too small a scale to be useful for 
anything beyond very general information. 

We record with pleasure the appearance of a new edition 
of The Girlhood of Shakespeare's Heroines (Bickers and Son), 
by the evergreen authoress, to whom all Shakespearian 
students owe a deep debt of gratitude for her admirable Con- 
cordance, Mrs. Mary Cowden Clarke. This edition is the 
most tasteful yet produced ; it is embellished by nine illus- 
trations in permanent photography from the pictures by 
Messrs. W. S. Herrick aud T. F. Dicksee. The series of 
portraits is admirable, although, perhaps, hypercritics might 
consider the Juliet represented rather too aged. On the 
merits of the text we need not enlarge: they are known 
wherever Shakespeare is loved and appreciated. The 
veteran authoress has contributed a new preface, dated from 
the Rivieria, and the book has been supervised for the press 
by her sister, Miss Sabina Novello. Altogether, there could 
be no more charming Christmas book for young ladies than 
Messrs. Bickers’s elegant edition. 

The Episodes of Discovery (Blackie and Sons) cannot fail 
to prove a most attractive gift-book for boys. The deeds of 
the explorers of our own days, Livingstone, Franklin, Baker, 
and Stanley, prove that the blood of the Vikings is not yet 
cold within us, in spite of our nineteenth-century civilisation 
of material comfort. A large portion of the volume is, of 
course, devoted to the achievements of the Spanish conquis 
tadores of the sixteenth century, Cortez and Pizarro, Chris- 
topher Columbus claims, as is his due, the place of honour. 
There is also an interesting account of the French conquest 
of Canada, by Jacques Cartier, and of the less-known con- 
quest of Florida of Don Fernando de Soto, and Sir Walter 
Raleigh's ill-fated expedition to Guiana. Mungo Park’s 
exploration of West Africa is deservedly brought to the recol- 
lection of men, who, amidst the blaze of eulogy shed on 
travellers of our own day, might be inclined to underrate the 
services rendered to civilisation by this pioneer of African 
exploration. 

Messrs. W. Allen and Co. publish a second edition of the 
late Admiral Lovell’s “ Personal Narrative of Events from 
1799-1815.” As the recently deceased gallant sailor served 
at Trafalgar, and also under Sir Robert Barrie on board the 
Chesapeake, it is scarcely necessary to say that the book is 
full of interesting reminiscences, relieved by vivacious anec- 
dote, illustrative of the naval life of old England in the great 
days of her maritime supremacy, under Nelson and Colling- 
wood. 

The edition of the Book of Job, published by Messrs. 
James Nisbet and Co., is adorned with fifty engravings on 
wood from drawings by Sir John Gilbert. There is an in- 
troduction, giving well-known facts about the poem, and in 
the notes there are poetical parallels from major and minor 
poets which may interest the curious reader. 

Sun, Moon, and Stars. (Seeley, Jackson, and Halliday.)— 
In this book a successful attempt is made to bring the ele- 
mentary truths of astronomy in simple and untechnical 
language before the majority of readers. As far as we can 
judget here seems to be, even mathematically speaking, no 

considerable inaccuracy, nor on the poetic side unpardonable 
exaggeration. The book is illustrated by suggestive chromo- 
graphs of various phenomena of our solar system, and the 
whole seems a plain and admirable introduction to the tale of 
the “ Stellar Universe.” 


STRAY LEAVES. 
——»>—_ 
N urgent appeal has been sent us on behalf of the Provi- 
dent Medical Institution and Lying-in Charity, 20, 
Pimlico Road, S.W. The institution gives medical and surgical 
aid, medicines, and nourishment, with visiting at their homes, 
to the sick poor. It is conducted on the provident system for 
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those whe can afford small payments, and it renders uncon- : 


ditional free relief to the absolutely poor on a subscriber’s 
recommendation. Donations, which are most urgently 
solicited, may be sent to the London and Westminster Bank 
(Lambeth branch), or to the Secretary at 20, Pimlico Road. 





WE have received an appeal from the Rev. George Hatton, 
Superintendent of the St. Giles’s Christian Mission, asking 
for funds to assist the destitute in St. Giles’s, also to provide 
dinners at their own homes on Christmas Day for about 150 
families. Donations may be sent to Mr. Hatton at 12, 
Ampton Place, Regent Square, W.C. 

Also a request from Mr. A. A. Knight, to enable him to 
repeat last year’s experiment of providing nearly five hundred 
girls and boys with a Christmas dinner of roast beef and plum- 
pudding on Boxing-Day. The dinner will be held at Lyme 
Grove Hall, Mare Street Hackney. Donations may be sent 
to Mr. Knight, at 71, King Edward’s Road, Hackney, or to 
Mr. T. Newman, 117, Cheapside, E.C. 


* ; 
THE second meeting of the present session of the 


Statistical Society was held on the 16th inst., Thomas 
Brassey, Esq., M.P., in the chair. After the election of new 
Fellows, and the transaction of other routine business, Mr. 
R. H. Patterson read a paper, under the title “Is the Value 
of Money Rising in England and throughout the World? 
With Remarks on the Effect of the Fluctuating Condition of 
Trade upon the Value of Money.” 


THE annual general meeting of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers will be held on Tuesday evening next, December 
23rd, at 8 o’clock in the evening. The business will be to 
receive and deliberate upon the Report of the Council as to 
the State of the Institution, the Annual Statement of 
Accounts, and the election of officers and council for the 
ensuing year. 


THE late Prince Metternich’s memoirs, which are to be 
published simultaneously in London, Paris, and Vienna in 
English, French, and German, will shortly be ready. Some 
French and German newspapers have accused the English 
publishers (Messrs. R. Bentley and Son) of causing a delay 
in the issue. But this accusation is most unjust, for the 
memoirs are written half in French, half in German ; the 
London translator had therefore double as much work to do 
as his Paris and Vienna colleagues ; and, as the publishers 
very rightly point out, a work of such importance requires to 
be translated in a most careful and accurate manner, and to 
be revised more than once. The English edition will appear 
on the 29th inst. 


MR. JOSEPH FOSTER is the author, and Messrs. Nichols 
and Sons, of Parliament Street, are the publishers of a new 
Peerage, Baronetage, and Knightage of the British Empire. 
There is naturally a certain similarity in books of this nature ; 
but, nevertheless, Mr. Foster has contrived to introduce 
some new and interesting features. His idea of a sort of 
“debateable land,” which he calls “chaos,” is excellent. 
Under this head he places those persons who lay claim to 
titles, but whose claims are either not substantiated or 
recognised. The author expresses no opinion on these cases, 
but only gives facts. In the rest of the volume we have not 
been able to detect any inaccuracies ; in some of the families 
who are mentioned Mr. Foster’s statements are most pre- 
cise and detailed. We trust that when the next edition is 
issued, the names of those who are permitted by Royal 
license to use foreign titles in England will be added, as they 
are in Burke. This addition would make the work very com- 
plete. The illustrations of the coats-of-arms are excellent. 


Miss MARIA M. GRANT, authoress of “Victor Lesc>r,” 
and other works, has a new story in the press, enticed 
“Prince Hugo: a Bright Episode.” 


MR. CHARLES MARVIN is engaged in writing an account of 
the recent Russian operations on the Atrek, entitled “ Russian 
Campaigns with the Turcomans, from the Landing at Kras- 
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novodsk in 1869 to the Disaster at Dengeel Tepe, 1879.” The 
work will be based almost exclusively on Russian sources, 
and, so far as the campaign of the present year is concerned, 
will embody the narratives of several eye-witnesses of the 
operations in the Turcoman region. A number of sketch 
maps will be given of,the route pursued by the troops and 
plans of the forts occupied during the advance, besides 
march-routes from Tchikishlar and Krasnovodsk to Merv, 
and a complete geographical description of the Tekke-Akhal 
region, which, until the passage of the Bendesen Defile this 
autumn by General Lomakin, had not been visited or de- 
scribed by any European. The work will be ready for the 
press by the end of January. 


THE Rock newspaper is reported to have changed hands, 
and to have become the property of an artistic firm into 
whose hands more than one weekly newspaper has passed 
within the last few years. 


Moxon’s Magazine is the title of a new monthly serial 
which will shortly be launched, with an important list of 
contributors, 


The following is the Russian literary news this week ;— 
Among the many works that are to be brought out next year 
to commemorate, on the 19-31 August, the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of the coronation of the Czar, is one by the Geographi- 
cal Society, entitled a “ Review of the Russian Scientific 
Expeditions accomplished during the Period of the present 
Emperor’s Reign.” The “ Recollections” of the celebrated 
Panslavist leader Aksakoff have already passed into a fifth 
edition at Moscow. An edition de/uxé of the poet Lermon- 
toff will be issued shortly by M. Glazunoff, who has 
completed arrangements with the eminent -artist Zichy for 
the illustration of the work. It is stated that the cost of the 
engravings alone will exceed 30,000 roubles (£3000). The 
sum collected for the foundation of the Siberian university 
has nearly reached £100,000. The issue of sermons preached 
in the leading Russian cities is becoming very popular. 
During the last few days as many as a thousand applications 
have been received at St. Petersburg from various parts of 
Russia for the sermons preached recently in the St. Isaac’s 
cathedral. Senator Vladimir Karamzin, son of the celebrated 
Russian historian, who died a few weeks ago, has left 125,000 
roubles to the town of Saratoff to found a philanthropic 
institute bearing the name of his father. A second edition 
is announced of the popular work “ The Pushkin Period,” 
which gives a graphic account of the Russian authors Kriloff, 
Griboaydoff, and Pushkin. This month’s Rooski Starina 
has an excellent account of the “Russian Court in 1725- 
1744.” A great deal of polemical writing bas followed the 
appearance of a biting article in the Rooski Reich, by the 
witty Eugenie Markoff, on “ Satire and Novels of To-day.” 


A NEW monthly periodical, to be entitled “The Phreno- 
logical Magazine,” a scientific and educational journal, is 
announced to be published in January, by Mr. L. N. Fowler, 
of Fleet Street, London. 


MEssrs. LETTS AND CO. inform us that Saxby’s Weather 
Almanac for 1879 passed through three editions, the ab- 
normal weather of the year being foretold with singular 
accuracy. It would{be curious if the Meteoreological 
Department were to be beaten on the field of weather pro- 
phecy by persons who, whatever be their qualifications, 
have not the means of obtaining and checking simultaneous 
observations at many different stations such as are available 
for the daily “ forecasts.” 


THE Russian journalistic notes are as under :—Several of 
the leading writers of the Golos, recently suppressed, have 
been secured for the staff of the Noroe Vremya, It is stated 
that M. Moltchanoff, the special correspondent of the Novoe 
Vremya at Paris, has received orders to remain there as its 
permanent representative. Six other Russian newspapers 
are also going to maintain regular correspondents at Paris 
to supply them with European news. The Grand Duke 
Michael has given permission to M. Mikeladze to publish at 
Tiflis a weekly journal called the Rion, and to M. Gour- 


genedze to edit the Emeda (Hope), an Armenian daily news- | 
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paper. With the new year a Russian newspaper, entitled 
the Visla (Vistula), will appear at Warsaw, sokonttiadia 
newspaper, called the Finn, at St. Petersburg. Much amuse- 
ment has been occasioned at an error in the official 
journal. A telegram sent in from Tchikislar, stating that 
General Gourtchen was ill with carbuncular scurvy, appeared 
in print as “General Gourtchen has fallen ill at the town of 
Carbuncular with the scurvy.” Professor Botkin, whose 
name is well known as the favourite Court physician at St, 
Petersburg, has consented to contribute to the new medical 
journal, Vratch, which will appear in 1880. The sentence 
on the editor of the Lovremenni Isvestie at Moscow for libel 
on M. Bostandjoglo has been mitigated from three months’ 
imprisonment to seven days’ arrest at home and a fine of 
five roubles. 


THE Globe says that “a painting by Sir F. Leighton, repre- 
senting ‘Elijah in the Wilderness,’ has been presented to 
the Liverpool Art Gallery by Mr. A. C. Kurtz, for whom 
it was painted.” 


To-DayY is the eleventh anniversary of the opening of the 
Gaiety Theatre. In those eleven years the house has only 
been closed for 60 nights, and has been opened for 434 day 
performanc This is mainly due to the indefatigable 
exertions of the lessee, Mr. Hollingshead, who in his 
capacity never seems to tire in bringing out new pieces. 


THIS week there have been several new pieces produced 
at the Parisian theatres. At the Thédtre des Nouveautés a 
three-act play, by M.M. Albert Wolf and Eoché, entitled 
“ Paris en Action,” has achieved a tremendous success, and 
deservedly ; for the situations are delightfully ridiculous, and 
the dialogue full of wit and sparkle. At the Folies 
Dramatiques, “La Fille du Tambour-Major,” music by 
Offenbach, is drawing crowded houses. The Palais Royal 
nouveauté, “ Papa,” by M.M. Leterrier and Van Loo, has 
been moderately successful. In spite of the cold, which 
excludes many, theatrical managers are looking forward to a 
profitable winter season. : 


NEW BOOKS AND NEW EDITIONS. 


Adams, W. Davenport, edited by.—Songs of Society. Picke:ing and Co. 

Ambition’s Dream. New Edition. Griffith and Farran. 

sans eee Stirliog’s Stand, and other Poems. J. B. Lippincott 
an 3 

Dean E. M.—Philosopher Jack. Tllustrated. James Nisbet and Co. 

Blyth, The late David.—The Pirate Ship, and other Poems. Edmonston and 
Co., Edinburgh. 

Boyle, Frederick. Chronicles of No-Man’s Land. Cha and Hall. 

Bu eae Charles, edited by.—Robin’s Carol. Hand and Heart Publishing 


Burns, Robert, The Works of. Vol. VI. Prose. William Paterson, Edinburgh. 

Green, John Richard, M.A., LL. D., and Alice Stopford.—A Short G y 
of the British Isles. Macmillan and Co. 

Hansen, Jules.—Les Coulisses de la Diplomatie. J. Baudry, Paris ; Host, 


Copenhagen. 
Harper, seus. S. J.—The Metaphysics of the School. Vol. I. Macmillan 


and Co. 

Hobhouse, Sir Arthur, Q. C., K.C.S.I.—The Dead Hand. Chatto and Windus. 

Hobbs, John Page.—Beside the Still Waters. Williams and N e. 

James, seney, jun.— Hawthorne. (English Men of Letters.) Macmillan 
and Co. 

fehsniees, C. F., M.A.—Historical Abstracts. C. Kegan Paul and Co. : 

eane, A. H., M.A.I.—The Early Teutonic, Italian, andFrench Masters. With 

numerous lllustrations. Chatto and Windus. 

Langston, Mrs. C. B.—The Earth, an Epic Poem. S. Tinsley and Co. 

L’Art. No. 259. 14 Decembre, 1879. A. Ballue, Editcur. 134, New Bond 


Street. 

Leach, Alfred.—The Quadrangle by Moonlight, and other Poems. D. Wyllie 
and Son, Aberdeen. 

Mackintosh, John.—The History of Civilisation in Scotland. Vol.II. A. 
Brown and Co., Aberdeen. : 

Milman, Frances Maria.—Memoir of the Right Rey. Robert Milman, D.D., 
Bishop of Calcutta. John Murray. ; , 

Noel, ae Augusta.—From Generation to Generation. 2 vols. Macmillan 


Pascoe, Charles S., edited by.—Our Actors ard Actresses, the Dramatic List. 
and Editior. David Bogue. 

Pascoe, Charles C.— Dramatic Notes. David Bogue. 

Pedley, Samuel.—Examples in Arithmetic. Macmillan and Co. 

Stevens, William.— The Truce of God, and other Poems. C. Kegan Paul and 


Taylor, Algernon.—Guienne. S Koga Paul and Co. 

Tennyson, Alfred.—In Memoriam. New Edition, C. Kegan Paul and Co» 
a penne - of Uaivenesl Rastingsion. ae and Norgate, 
White, Geivais.—Twice emington and Co. _ 

Yonge, Charlotte M.—Magnum Bonum. 3vols. Macmillan and Co. 


FRENCH PUBLICATIONS. 
ArT. 
Georg plessis. —Histoi . Hachette. 
Loslt Gone Least itive dee care Moderne & TRapesiion de 1878, A. 
Jacquemin “Histoire wetede du Costume >) 4e - 12e sitc'e. Delagrave. 
-—Saint Louis. ition artistique. Mame. 
Lemsistre de Sacy—Histoire de Tobie’ Iillustiée par Bede, Hachette. 
Paul Mantz,—Frangois Boucher. A. Quantin. 
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Fiction. 

Xavier de Montep’n,—Les Filles de Bronze. Dentu. 
Emile —Le Fils. Dentu. 
Ved.—Une Bonne Fortune. Librairie Générale. 
Gourdon de —Le Secret duFeu. Dentu. 
Mathilde de Vidal.—La Gane Maura. Dentu. 

ISTORY. 
Lettres de Mme. de Gerands. Publiées par le Baron de Gerands. Didier. 
Memoires de Mme. de Rémusat. Tome II, Calmann Lévy. 


il tudes sur la gion des Sabéens. Ernest Leroux. 


ILOSOPHY. 
A, Barth.—Les See del’Inde. Fischbacher. 
ome ésus et la |? ali naturelle. Fischbacher. 
Siou i 
Leclerq —Histoire de la Divination dans l’Antiquité. Ernest Leroux. 





JO OUR READERS. 
“THE EXaMINER” will be published as usual next 


week, viz., Saturday Morning. 


dt is particularly requested that any difficulty in ob- 


taining the EXAMINER be at ond reported, with full 


particulars to “ The Manager, EXAMINER Office, 136, 
Strand.” 
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No. 1 is Now Ready. 
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4A MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO 


THE STUDY OF THE PAST. 


EDITED BY 
EDWARD WALFORD, M.A., 


Formerly Scholar of Balliol College, Oxford, and late Editor of the “ Gentleman's Magazine,” and Author of “ County Families,” §c., se. 


OONTENTS OF No. I. 


Prologue, By Austin Doxson. 

The Value and Charm of Antiquarian Study, By G. C. Swayne. 

Instructions from James II. to the Earl of Tyrconnell. Part I. By Lord 
TALBOT DE MALAHIDE, 

David Mallet, and the Ballad of William and Margaret. By W. Cuaprre tt, 
F.S.A. 

Historical Memories of Tewkesbury Abbey. Part I. By Rev. H. Hayman, D.D, 

Folk-Lore and the Folk-Lore Society. By G. H. Gomme, F.S.A. 

Last Relics of the Cornish Tongue. Part I. By the Rev. W. L acu-Szyrma, 

The Canterbury Coins of Edward I., II., and IIT. By H. W. Henrrey. 


Old Parochial Registers of England. By Grorce Seton, M.A. 

The Siege of Colchester, frcm an Old Broadside (With an Illustration). 

Franking Memoranda. By Major J. Baie. 

The Schoolmaster-Printer of St. Albans. By W. BLapsgs. 

An “Indian Money Cowrie” in a British Barrow. By] W. C. Bortass, 
F.S.A. 

The Public Records of England. 

Meetings of Antiquarian Societies. 

The Antiquary’s Note-Book. 

Antiquarian News—Correspondence—Antiquary—Exchange Column, <c. 





*,* A Full Prospectus, giving Lists of Subjects treated in its pages and of Contributors to “Tue Anriquary” will 
be sent post free on application. 


“THE ANTIQUARY” CAN BE OBTAINED OF ANY BOOKSELLER, OR OF THE PUBLISHER. 
ELLIOT STOCK, 62, PATERNOSTER ROW, LONDON, E.C. 





ILLUSTRATED SIXPENNY 


MAGAZINES FOR 1880, 


JANUARY PARTS, NOW READY, COMMENCING NEW VOLS. 





THE LEISURE HOUR. 
A FAMILY JOURNAL OF INSTRUCTION AND RECREATION. 


The following are among the subjects for the New Year :— 


A CHINAMAN’S TROUBLES. By JULES VERNE. 

NINE-TENTHS OF THE LAW. By the Rev. T. S. 
MiturnctTon, M.A., author of “ Lombardy Court,” &c. 

IDONEA. By ANNA BEALE, author of ‘‘ The Pennant Family.” 

FAMOUS PHYSICIANS. By Dr. J. Rispon BENNETT, 
President of the Roya! College of Physicians. 

SCOTTISH CHARACTERISTICS. By the Rev. E. 
Paxton Hoop. 

THE ANTS: A Little People, but exceeding Wise. 
By the Rev. W. F. Wuits, M.A. 

CURIOSITIES OF COMMERCE AND TRADE. 

TURCOMAN AND PERSIAN BORDERLANDS. 
By the Rev. James Bassett, of Teheran. 

GIPSIES IN GREAT BRITAIN. By Georce SMITH, 
of Coalville ; V. S. Morwoop ; and others. 

BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES. By the 
Rev. T. Tuisecton Dyer, author of “ English Folk-Lore,” &c. 

BIBLE LESSONS FOR EVERY-DAY LIFE. By 
the Rev. Harry Jones, M.A.. Rector of St. George’s-in-the-East. 

NOTES OF TRAVEL. By IsaBeLta BirD, and others. 


With the usual Variety of Miscellaneous Papers. 


THE VOLUME for 1879 contains 828 pages of interesting reading, 
with a Coloured Frontispiece, and numerous superior Wood 1 whe 5 by 
eminent Artists. It forms a handsome Book for a CHRISTMAS or NEW 
YEAR’S PRESF*NT, and is an appropriate and instructive volume for a 
SCHOOL or COLLEGE PRIZE. Price 7s. in cloth boards; 8s. 6d., extra 
boards, gilt edges ; 10s. 6d., half bound in calf. 


THE SUNDAY AT HOME. 


A FAMILY MAGAZINE FOR SABBATH READING. 

The following are among the subjects for the New Year :— 
HORZ PETRIN. By the DEAN or CHEsTeR. 
ANECDOTES OF PREACHERS AND SERMONS. 

By Rev. E. Paxton Hoop. 

THE RELIGION OF THE GREEKS & ROMANS. 
By the Rev. Canon RAWLINSON. 

OLD PICTURE BIBLES. By S. W. KersHaw, M.A, 
Librarian of Lambeth Palace. 

FARMER TRUEFITT’S BARLEY. By Mrs. Prosser. 

ANNA CAVAYE. By SARAH Doupney. 

ILLUSTRATED LETTERS FROM PALESTINE 
TO MY CHILDREN. By Henry H. Harper. 

OLD MRS. BARRON. By the Author of ‘‘ CHRISTIE 
REeDFEeN’s TROUBLES.” 

MISS TEMPLE’S WARDS. _ By AGNES GIBERNE. 

INCIDENTS OF A JOURNEY ROUND THE 
WORLD, Bythe Rev. W. Urwick, M.A. ; 

COUSIN MABEL’S EXPERIENCE. By Miss E. J. 
WHATELY. 

THE DAILY ROUND, THE COMMON TASK. 
Sermons by the Rev. ALexanpER Maccaren, D.D, Rev. W. Boyp 
CareenTsr, M.A., J. R. Macour?, D.D., and others, 

And a Variety of Sabbath Reading for the family. 
Coloured Illustrations by Birket Foster, Henry H. Harper, and other 
Eminent Artists. 


THE VOLUME for 1879 forms a very suitable BOOK FOR 
PRESENTATION. It contains a great variety of interesting and instructive 
Sabbath reading for all members of the family, with ten coloured Engravings 
and numerous Duserler Illustrations by eminent Artists. Price 7s. in cloth 
boards; 8s. 6d,, extra boards, gilt edges; 10s. 6d., half bound in calf. 





Lonpon : 56, PATERNOSTER ROW; AND OF ALL BOOKSELLERS AND NEWSAGENTS. 


Weekly Numbers, 1d.; Monthly Parts, 6d. 


The First Number on New Year’s Day. The First Part on January 25th- 


GIRL’S OWN PAPER. 


AN ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE, CONDUCTED BY THE EDITOR OF THE “BOY’S OWN PAPER.” 


The want of a pure and elevating Magazine for Girls has long been felt, ard in response to many sug estions on the part of those interested in the we'fare of 
the girls of this anion the Publishers of the Boy’s Own Paper have decided on issuing a companion Magazine, to be called the GIRL’S OWN PAPER. 
This new Magazine will, as far as it is possible, be to its readers a Counsellor, Playmate, Guardian, Iastructor, Companion, and Friend. It will help to train them 
in moral and domestic virtues, and prepare them for the responsibilities ot womanhood, and for a heavenly home. 

*x* Orders for the GIRL’'S OWN PAPER (first Weekly No., with Presentation Plate, \d. ready January 1st; first Monthly Part, with Presentation 
Plate and Coloured Frontispiece, ready January 26th) are now received by all Booksellers and Newsagents. Copies of this Prospectus will be forwarded post free. 


THE “LEISURE HOUR” OFFICE, 56, PATERNOSTER ROW, LONDON. 
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F. & G. OSLER. 


Manufacturers of Glass Chandeliers, Lustres, and W 

Table Glass of all Kinds. Duplex and other od ty pea 
and Coloured Glass, and fitted with Patent Extinguisher, Chan- 
deliers in Bronze and Ormolu, for Dining-room and Library. 
Ornamental Glass, English and Foreign. Statuettes in Parian 
and China. Mintons and Worcester Porcelain and Stone China. 


BIRMINGHAM—Manofactory and Show Rooms, Broad St. 
LONDON—Show Rooms, 45, Oxford 8t., W. 


HARRON’S 


KNOCKABOUT 


' oe a ae Light, Handsome, and Roomy, 
Can only be obtained direct from the Manufacturer, HA > : 
Co-operative Store. Bags offered elsewhere as the * pepukeny athe 
imi . oO tea ‘ 
tor travelling, post free. us, Trunks, Bags, and every article 
320, HIGH HOLBORN, 
Next Southampton Buildings. 


THE MULTIPLEX — 


IVES FORTY COPIES of CIRCULARS, 
; usic, Examination i Drawi Plan i i i 
coring proces hes been adopted Her Majey's Coverament, who have 
all their Departments. No tedious walang off, i po —" 


CHARLES FELLOWS, 14, Tettenhall Road, Wolverhampton. 
eee tlie eae aeenmgteelpagere = teste ee ee, 


‘THE SCOTTISH 
WIDOWS’ FUND 


Mutual Life Assurance Society. 


ESTABLISHED 1515. 
~ ——+e 
PRESIDENT. 

His Grace Tut Duxe or RicHMonpD AND GorDON, K.G., D.C.L. (OxoN.) 


VICE-PRESIDENTS.—The Hon. Lorp Deas ; The Right Hon. Tut Eart. or 
Happincton ; The Right Hon. Tue Eart or Rosepery; The Most 


Hon. THE Marquis OF TWEEDDALE. 


Assuvance Fund . £7,000,000. 
Annual Revenue . £880,000. 
Claims Paid . . £,11,000,000. 
Profit Divided . £5,500,000. 


1880 is the Bonus Year. 


Entrants before 31st December will participate in the 
SEVEN YEARS’ PROFIT. 








HEAD OFFICE: 9 ST. ANDREW SQUARE, EDINBURGH. 


LONDON OFFICE: 28 CORNHILL, E.C. . 
West End Agency—49 PALL MALL. 


Dublin .~. 41 WESTMORELAND Sr. Leeds . . 2t PARK Row. 
Glasgow . 114 West Georce St. Bristol . . 22 Co__ecre GREEN. 
Manchester ALBERT SQUARE. Belfast . . 2 Hicu Srreet. 
Liverpool . 48 CastL_e STREET. { Newcast’e GRAINGER St. WEsT. 
Birmingham 12 Bennett’s HiLv. Dundee. . 9 PANMURE STREET. 


Norwich, 48 St. Gites’ Cuurcu Pain. 
(,: Agencies in all the important towns of the three Kingdoms. 
SAMUEL RALEIGH, Manager. 
Epinsurcu, December 1879. AY¥ H. TURNBULL, Secretary. 
Copies of the last Annual vs ey with Accounts, Prospectuses, and Forms of 
a may be obtained on application at any of the Society's Offices or 


NOTICES TO THE TRADE. 





The Publishers will send contents bills weekly to News- 
agents sending their Names and Addresses. 

All Back Numbers are Now in print. 

Newsagents willing to exhibit a Plate of “THE 
EXAMINER,” can be supplied witha frame made for that 
purpose, on application to the Office. 
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’ 
SINGER'S ARE PREFERRED because 
GEWING they are the cheapest and best. 
MAcHiNEs re | 
For Cash £4. 
OO anaemia nian 
GINGER Ss ARE PREFERRED because 
GEWING those unable to pay Cash can acquire 
them on Hire at 2s. 6d. week, 
M4cHINEs vilensiiiewhepien 
Reg 8 eee 
GINGER S ARE PREFERRED by the 
SEWING Tailors, Dress and Mantle Makers, 
Corset, Stay and Skirt Makers, Shirt 
M ACHINES and Collar Makers. 
NI 
GINGER S ARE PREFERRED by the 
G EWING Hat and Cap Makers, Shoe Makers 
and Boot Repairers, and Saddlers. 
MACHINEs 
sieeomntist etnies etataanninstiiapmaanwadeneeeiaiatinmiiememe at ces 
SINGER'S ARE PREFERRED by the 
GEWING Upholsterers, Umbrella and Parasel 
Makers, Sail and Tent Makers, and by 
MACHINES all who have Sewing to do. 
GINGER'S ARE’ PREFERRED because 
GEWING they are the most complete in valuable 
improvements, and the easy terms of 
M 4cHINES payment bring them within the reach of 
the poorest seamstress. ere 
SiN GER’S ARE PREFERRED because 
of their high repute and constantly 
oer ; saa eile, 
M ACHINES In 1878 the Sales were 856,482 
Machines. 
GINGER'S ARE PREFERRED because 
S facility, upon the heaviest Cloth or the 
M ACHINES finest Muslin. 
G CEES IMPORTANT NOTICE. 
After being engaged in litigation for ni 
6 SENS years, THE Sivas seebeinditecenee 
Company, ina Chancery suit recently heard 
M AcHINES before Vice-Chancellor, Sim James 
Bacon, 
Gurase's HAVE ESTABLISHED 
EWING their exclusive right to the use of the 
S name ‘‘SINGER” as applied to Sewing 
M ACHINES Machines, 
SINGER'S THE PUBLIC are cautioned 
EWING that “Sincsr” or “ Sincer’s ” Sewing 
Machines are only made by Tus Sincer 
M ACHINES MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
G INGER'S WHO KEEP THEM ON SALE AT 
EWING their offices in all the Towns of the United 
S Kingdom. 
M ACHINES 
G INGER'S BEWARE OF PERSONS 
who, having no good trade repute of their 
Gawine own, USE OUR NAME Sincar to palm 
MACHINES off counterfeit Machines of inferior con- 
struction and manufacture. 
INGER’S Every “SINGER” MACHINE 
EWING has the Company’s name printed upon the 
S top of the Arm, and impressed upon the 
M ACHINES . Brass Trade-Mark Plate. 
Geers TO AVOID DECEPTION 
G EWING buy only at the Offices of Tux SINGER 
Manuracturtnc Company (formerly I. 
M ACHINES Singer and Co.) 





Curer Countinc Houses in Evrore— 


39, FOSTER LANE, CHEAPSIDE, LONDON, E.C. 
And 287 other Branch Offices ir the United Kingdom. 
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Sixpence, Monthly. Beautifully 
Illustrated. 


GOOD WORDS 


EDITED BY 


DONALD MACLEOD, D.D., 


One of her Majesty’s Chaplains. 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR 1880. 
(Beginning with the January Part, which is now ready.) 





MR. HARDY’S NEW STORY. 


The Trumpet Major. 


By Tuomas Harpy, 


Author of ‘‘ Far from the Madding Crowd,”’ &c. 
With Illustrations by John Collier. 
Beginning in January, and continued throughout the year. 


MISS INGELOW’S NEW STORY. 


Sarah de Berenger. 


By JEAN INGELOw. 


Author of “ Off the Skelligs,” *‘ Poems,” &c. 
With Illustrations by W. . Hennessy. 
Beginning in January, and ‘continued throughout the year. 


Reminiscences of Men I have Known. 


By JAMES ANTHONY Frovupe, M.A. 


The Road to the Pole. A Voyage past 
NOVA ZEMBLA IN A 40-TON YACHT. 
By Captain A. H. MARKHAM, R.N. 


With God in the World. A Series of 
PAPERS. 
By A. W. TuHoroLp, D.D., Lord Bishop of Rochester. 


Health at Home. A Series of Papers. 
By B. W. RicHArvson, M.D, F.R.S., &c. 


The Permanent Spiritual Teaching of 
THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
By Professor W. RoperTson Situ, M.A. 


Studies of Old Testament Heroes. 


By the Rev. StoprorD A. Brooke, M.A. 


Cheap Food, and How to Get it. 


By J. MILNER FOTHERGILL, M.D. 


Short Studies. 


By Lady VERNEY, 
Mrs. COMYNS CARR, 


Social Essays, Lectures, &c. 


By Mrs. OLIPHANT, Professor NICHOL, 

SARAH TYTLER, Principal SHAIRP, 

The Author of “ John Halifax, | H. R. HAWEIs. 
Gentleman.” 


Lieut.-Col. LocKHART, 
ANTHONY TROLLOPE. 


Biographical Papers. 


By DEAN STANLEY, Avex. H. Japp, LL.D., 
Marcus Dops, D.D., J. ALLANSON PICTON, 
W. FRASER RAg, Professor ROBERTSON. 


Natural History, &e. 


G. Mc- 





By Professor J. W. Jo.iy, H.M.’s Inspector of 
KENDRICK, Schools, 
Rev. J. G. Woop, M.A, 


Studies in Black and White. 


Drawings by MONTBARD, RiscuGiTz, Macqguorp, HeEn- 
NESSY, JENNINGS, MonTAcu, TARRANT, RENOUARD, &c., 


ISBISTER and COMPANY, 
56, Ludgate Hill, London. 


Limited, 


e’» The JANUARY PART commences a NEW VOLUME. 
Tell your Bookseller to get it foryou. 





PRICE SIXPENCE, MONTHLY. 


GOLDEN HOURS, 


An Illustrated Magazine for Any Time and all Times. 
The January Part will contain the Opening Chapters of 
WAS SHE MISTAKEN? 


A new Sarid Tals by Bis. BB. PAUUL, author of" T ee 
Illustrated by Collins. And the centachtbmantal rn 4 


SAMUEL BROHL AND COMPANY. 


From the French of VICTOR CHERBULIEZ. 


WORDS IN SEASON. PartI. By Rev. Gorpon Ca.LtTHrop. 
SAMUEL CLARK, M.A,, F.R.G.S. A Biography. 

OLD BRITISH PASTIMES. By Lieut. C. R Low. 
DANIEL. A Mopet For THe Younc. By A. L. How.ett. 
THE RIVAL ARTISTS. By E. Wittiams. 

TO THE NEW YEAR. A Poem. 





London: WILLIAM POOLE, 12a, Paternoster Row, 
And from all Booksellers and Newsvendors. 


MESSRS. W. SWAN SONNENSCHEIN & ALLEN’S 
NEW. LIST. 


GRIMM (JACOB). Teutonic Mytholo 


translated from the fourth edition, with notes and appendix, by OY: 
STALLYBRASS  ; in 3 vols. Vol z 8ve, cloth extra, rss. 


ALPINE PLANTS. Painted from Nature. 


. SEBOTH, and edited by A. W. BENNETT, M.A., B.Sc., Lecturer 
otany to St. Thomas’s Hospital. 100 highly finished coloured plates. 
on Bo royal 16mo, extra half persian gilt, gilt top. 25s. [Ready. 


BACATELLE. ml an eae Sketches at 
Home and Abroad. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 2s. 6d. (Ready. 
“A cheerful, capital little book.... never prolix or wearisome.”—Court 
Circular. 

** When telling us strange anecdotes of his friends, sketching manners, and 
customs, and personal adventures with a keen eye for pecu'iarities and a 
samo ve vivacity. * Bagatelle’ isas chatty and agreeable companion as could be 
found....in parts, he is simply irresistib'y comic.”—7he Country, October 4th. 


CAESAR. KAMPEN’S Fifteen Maps 


ea itlustrating C ASSAR’S GAELIC WAR, with descriptive text. 
By J. S. STALLYBRASS. royal, 4to, cloth, extra, 6s. (Ready. 


ALICE, And Other Fairy Plays for Children, 


comprising a dramatised version (under sanction) of Lewis Carroll’s ALicr 
IN WONDERLAND, and THrovuGH THE LooKinG-GLass, Snowprop, THE 
Bear-Prince, and THE Princess WHO Never LauGuep ; by KATE 
FRILIGRATH-KROEKER. Illustrated by eight plates and four picture 
initials. By Mary SIBREE. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 4s. 6d. 


MUELLER’S Life of Field Marshal Count 


Molike. Edited by Capt. Hozier. Portrait, post 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. 
** Of absorbing interest to all,”"—Z2aminer. 


Full Lists of New Books issued and in preparation for 
the coming season will be sent on application. 





W. SWAN SONNENSCHEIN and ALLEN, Publishers, 


Paternoster Square, E.C. 





AN INTRODUCTION 


LATIN LANGUAGE, 


Comprising a 
By MAURICE C. HIME, M.A., 
Ex. Schol., and Mod. T.C D., Head Master of Foyle College, Londonderry 


Dustin: SULLIVAN BROTHERS.’ 
Lonpon: HAMILTON, ADAMS, anv CO. 








THE EXAMINER. 


ESTABLISHED 1808. 


An Independent Weekly Review of Politics, Literature, 
Science, and Art. 


The ‘‘ EXAMINER” will be forwarded, post free, for twelve 
months, to any address, for 28s. 6d.; six months, 14s. 3d.; three 
months, 7s. 2d. Subscriptions, in advance, and P.O,O, to be 


made payable to the PUBLISHER, at Somerset House. 
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a New: Publishing, in 4to vols, cloth, price 3os,, 


ENCYCLOPADIA BRITANNICA. 
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EDITED BY 


Professor THOMAS SPENCER BAYNES, LL.D. 


Assisted by numerous Contributors, and Illustrated with numerous Engravings on Wood and Steel. 


Vol. I, A—ANA. [ Ready. Vol. V. Can—Ctz. [Ready, | Vol. IX. Fau—Fvz. 

Vol. Il. ANA—ATH. — [Ready. Vol. VI. CiI—Day. [Ready | Vol. X. Ge Gor leeds. 
Vol. If. ATH—Bot. [Ready. Vol VII. Dra—Ecp. (Ready, | Vol. XI. Gov—H. [Zn the press 
Vol. IV. Box—Can. [ Ready. Vol. VIII. Ere—F. [Ready, - 


EDINBURGH : 


A. AND C, BLACK. 





On December 23 (One Shilling), No. 241, 


THE CORNHILL MAGAZINE 
For JANUARY. : 
With Illustrations by Gzorce pu Mauriur and W. SMALt. 


ConTENTs. 


White Wings: A Yachting Romance. (With an Illustration.) Chap. XX.— 
Chasing a Thunderstorm. XXI.—Chasing Seals, XXII.—“ Uncertain, 
Coy, and Hard to Please.” 

What the English have done for the Indian People. In Two Chapters. I. By 
W. W. Hurrer, LL.D. 

A New Study of Tennyson. 

Countess Aldecrantz. 

Fighting Fitzgerald. 

New Lamps for Old Ones. 

Mademoiselle de Mersac. (With an Illustration.) Chap. XX XI.—Jeanne is 

shown the Scenery of Surrey. XXXI!I.—In which Barrington does a 
great deal of Talking. XXXIII.—On the March. 





London: SMITH, ELDER, & CO., 15, Waterloo Place. 
New Novel at all the Libraries. 


C3 (BS Dae a cakes Ss 


By CLEMENTINA BLACK, 
Author of “ A Sussex Idyll.” 3 vols., post 8vo. 





London; SMITH, ELDER, and CO., 15, Waterloo Place. 


MACMILLAN’S MAGAZINE, No. 248, 
For JANUARY. Price 1s. 


CONTENTS OF THE NUMBER. 


x. HE THAT WILL NOT WHEN HE MAY. By Mrs. OxtpHanr. 
Chapters IX.—XIII. 


2. BISCLAVERT: A BRETON ROMANCE. By Maurice Kincstey. 

3. LIFE AT HIGH PRESSURE. By Rev. W. G. Bram, D.D. 

4. SIR WALTER TREVELYAN’S WINE CELLAR. By Dr. B. W. 
RICHARDSON. 

5. ENDOWED CHARITIES AND PAUPERISM. By Rev. H. G. 
RoBinson. 

6. DUSTYARDS. By the Hon. Sopnia M. Pacmer. 

7. PARTY GOVERNMENT. By W. T. Txorntoy, C.B. 

8. JOHN THADEUS DELANE. 


MACMILLAN and CO., LONDON, 


MUDIE’S SELECT LIBRARY. 


NOTICE. 


HE First Volume of Canon Ashwell’s LIFE of 
BISHOP WILBERFORCE, and the New Edition of the Memoir of 
Edward and Catherine Stanley, will be ready for delivery on Wednesday next. 
The New Editions of the Letters of Charles Dickens, Sunshine and Storm on 
the Mediterranean, by Mrs. Brassey, and Miss Bird’s Ride Across the Rocky 
Mountains, are now ready, and may be had on application. The following Books 
are also to be obtained without delay by all Subscribers of One Guinea per 
annum, and by the Secretaries of all Book Soc‘eties in connection with the 
Library :—Canon Farrar’s St. Paul—Memoir of Mrs. Tait—The Lives of Bishop 
Selwyn, Erasmus Darwin, Baroness Bunsen, Dean Hook, and Dr Duff—Pen 
Sketches from a Vanished Hand, by Mortimer Collins—Ball’s Jungle Life in 
India— Rough Ways made Smooth, by R. A. Proctor—Blackburn’s Breton Folk 
—Vizitelly's Berlin—Sala’s Paris--M‘Carthy’s History of Our Own Times— 
Sibree’s Madagascar—A Year in Peshawur, by L. R. Trevelyan—A Year in 
India, by A. G. Sheill— Little Miss Primrose—The Egoit—A Doubting Heart 
—No Surrender—Probation—The Greatest Heiress in England, by Mrs 
Oliphant—Young Mrs. Jardine, by Mrs. Craik--Magnum Bonum, by Miss 
Yonge—Donna Quixote, by Justin McCarthy—and every other Recent Work of 
General Interest. 








NEW OXFORD STREET. 
December 20, 


THE GIFT BOOK FOR CHRISTMAS 
AND THE NEW YEAR. 


DEDICATED BY EXPRESS PERMISSION TO 
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN, 


TENNYSON’S SONGS 


Set to Music by various Composers. 
Edited by W. G. CUSINS. 


Cloth extra, gilt leaves, price 21s ; or in half-morocco, price 25s. 


“Mr. Cusins, the editor of the collection, has called to his aid no less than 
36 composers, English and foreign, including some of the most renowned musicians 
now living. Everyone has been intent upon doing his best towards the general 
success.’’— Times. 

“*An important and eminently seasonable production....The list of cons 
—- oe some a most ae English and foreign musician- 
-... This tastefully-bound me cannot be too strongly commended to | 
artistic song.” —Pall Mali Gazette. . - 

** This sumptuous volume contains forty-five sengs by the Poet L>ureate, the 
settings of thirty-five being new, and composed expressly for the work....The 
songs are worthy of the distinguished names of the musicians....The book is a 
handsome quarto, and a more suitable Christmas present for persons of musical 
proclivities could not be desired.” —Academy. 


C. KEGAN PAUL AND CO., 1, Paternoster Square. 


HE NEW NATION.—Now Printing for publica- 
tion on ist January, 1880; Subjects, God and Man ;*the Science of 
Etymology, from Noah to Joseph ; from Moses to Christ ; Christianity : Ancient 
Egypt ; the Testimony of Bygone Humanity, concerning the races of Shemand 
Ham, conveyed to us in 40 languages and 200 dialects ; the Distinguishing 
Mark on each of our Bodies; The New Nation. 
Of all Booksellers and Librarians, 5 vols, Two Guineas. 


At all Booksellers and Bookstalls, price 1s.; by post, 1s. 3d., 


GRANT & CO.’ CHRISTMAS NUMBER FOR 1879. 


By R. E. FRANCILLON, entitled :— 

“A BAD BARGAIN.” With brilliant Chromo Illustrations. 

“ Handsomely adorned with Renee Shanes illustrations— verbal descrip- 
tions which are yet more vivid pictures.” —Datly Telegraph. 

“* An-ably written story.”’—Bedl's Messenger. 

**The illustrations are especially good.’’—Brief. 

** Ingenious’ fancies ; clever sketches of character ; excitement of its gamb- 
ling scenes.”— Daily Chronicle. 

** The four well-drawn coloured ee deserve to rank as works of art. One 
of the prettiest stories.”—- London Letter of Exeter Gazette. 

“ Anything but a bad bargain, either in matter or iliustrations.”— United 
Service Gazette, 

‘* Striking scenes from the Franco-German Campaign.” —Northern Whig. 


GRANT & CO., 72 to 75, Turnmill Street, London, E.C. 


HE VOICE AND PUBLIC SPEAKING. 
The Rev. J. P. SANDLANDS, M.A., GIVES LESSONS in the 

— mon original and successful plan at his Residence, Brigstock Vicarage, 
Prespected and terms on application. 


“* The Voice and Public Speaking,” 3s. 6d., post free from the Author. 


SECOND-HAND BOOK STORE. 


2s, LOSEBY LANE, LEICESTER. 
WITHERS AND FOWLER’S 
MONTHLY CATALOGUES, 


Gratis and post free. 


Containing Latest Purchases of Rang, EARLy PRINTED, AND Curtous Works, 
Lierary Epirions of STANDARD AUTHORS, THEOLOGICAL, ILLUSTRATED, 
and MiscELLANgouS Books. 


ORATIONES CREWEIANA. 


The LATIN SPEECHES of the Rev. R. MICHELL, D D., late Public 
Orator in the University of Oxford, 1849— 1876. 


Edited, with Copious Notes in Efglish, by his Son, E. B. Micuett, M.A., 
Barrister-at-law. 125. 


PARKER and SONS, London and Oxford. 
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HURST AND BLACKETT'S NEW WORKS. 


DIARY OF A TOUR IN SWEDEN, NORWAY, 


and RUSSIA in 1827, By the Marcnionass oF WESTMINSTER. 8vo, 158. . 


“A ht and } record. So pleasantly are the letters written which 
Lolig Weknihcnth colts Ween tak bal beth be one terdenin cllommaet 


LODGE’S PEERAGE and BARONETAGE for 1880. 


UNDER THE ESPECIAL PATRONAGE OF HER MAJESTY. 
Corrected by the Nobility. 49th Edition, with the Arms beautifully 
Engraved. 31s. 6d., bound, gilt edges. 


THE NEW & POPULAR NOVELS. 


THE GREATEST HEIRESS IN ENGLAND. By 
Mrs. Ovirnant, Author of “‘ Chronicles of Carlingford,” &c. 3 vols. 


THROUGH THE STORM. By Cuartes QuENTIN. 
3 vols. 


“There is more than the average of exciting incident in this decidedly 
interesting tale.’’—A thenaum. 


LITTLE MISS PRIMROSE. By the Author of 
*“*Sr. Orave’s,” &c. 3 vols. 


“ This novel is pure and refined in sentiment, and equally free from exaggera- 
tion and affectation.”— Daily News. r . 


YOUNG MRS. JARDINE. By the Author of 
**Joun Hauirax. GEnTLemaNn.” Second Epition. 3 vols. 
“ * Young Mrs. Jardine’ can be safely recommended for family reading. It is 
a pretty story, written in pure English.” — Zhe Times. 


SIR JOHN. By the Author of “ Anne Dysart,” &c. 
“« *Sir John’ has abundant interest without any straining after the sensa- 
tional.’"—A theneum. 


FRIEND AND LOVER. By Iza Durrus Harpy, 


author of “ Grencairy,” &c. 3 vols. [Fust ready. 


Now ready, THE NEW PEERAGE. Royal 8vo, 1530 pages. 
Cloth gilt, price 42s., 


THE PEEPAGE, BARONETAGE. AND KNIGHTAGE, 
OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE FOR 1880. 


By JOSEPH FOSTER. 
With more than Fourteen Hundred Engravings of Arms, and numerous 
other Illustrations. 

This work contains fuller accounts of the Families and Connections of the 
Nobility than are to be found in any other work of the kind. All the Coats of 
Arms have been revised and corrected by the records of the Co'lege of Arms and 
the Lyon Office, and are artistically designed. 


Westminster : NICHOLS and SONS, 25, Parliament Street. 


PEAESS and SONS’ ILLUSTRATED 7s. 6d. 
STANDARD GIFT BOOKS. 








The New Volume. 

THE GIRLHOOD OF SHAKESPEA RE’S 
HEROINES: A Series of rs tales. By Mrs. COWDEN CLARKF. 
Condensed by her Sister SABILLA NOVELLO. With nine Illustrations, 
from paintings by W. S. Herrick and T. F. Dicksee. Demy 8vo, cloth 
elegant, gilt edges, 7s. 6d. 

COOK’S VOYAGES ROUND THE WORLD. 
With an account of his Life. By A. KIPPIS, D.D. Illust ated with 12 Plates, 
reproduced from drawings made during the voyages. Demy 8vo, cloth 
elegant, gilt edges, 7s. 6d. 

GOLDSMITH (OLIVER) THE LIFE AND TIMES 
of. By JOHN FORSTER. Fifth Edition, with 40 Woodcuts. Demy 8vo, 


cloth elegant, gilt edges, 7s. 6d. 

NELSON (THE LIFE OF). BY ROBERT 
SOUTHFY. Illustrated with 12 Plates by Westall and others. Facsimiles 
of ee Handwriting and Plan of Battle of the Nile. Cloth extra, gilt 
edges, 7s. 6d. 

LAMB’S TALES FROM SHAKESPEARE, BY 
CHARLES and MARY LAMB. lJilustrated with 1:2 Plates from the 
** Boydel Gallery.” New Edition, demy 8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 7s. 6d. 


THE BEAUTIES OF SHAKESPEARE. BY THE 
R-v. WILLIAM DODD, LL.D. Illustrated with 12 Plates, Demy 
8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 7s. 6d. 


BICKERS and SON, 1, Leicester Square, W.C. 


By Dr. BARR MEADOWS, Physician to the National Institution for 
Diseases of the Skin. 


Eighth Edition, post-free thirty-two stamps. 


RUPTIONS; their Rational Treatment. 


London: G. Hit, 154, Westminster Bridge Road. 


UTHORS, CLERGYMEN, SCHOOLMASTERS, 


and LITERATI generally, desirous of publishing their works, are invited 
to address Messrs. MOXON, SAUNDERS and CO., Publishers, 22, Henrietta 
Street, Covent Garden, London. 


H OLLUWAY’S PILLS.—Pure blood.—When the 


bleed is pure, its circulation perfect, and the nerves in good order, we 
are well. These Pills possess a marvellous power ingecuring these great secrets 
of health by purifying, regu'ating, and strengthening fluids and_ solids. 
Ho!loway’s Pills can be conficently recommended to all persons suffering from 
disordered digestion, or worried by nervous fancies or neuralgic pains. They 
correct acidity and heartburn, dispel sick headache, quicken the action of the 
liver, an act as alteratives and gentle aperients. The weak and delicate may 
take them without fear. Holloway’s Pills are eminently serviceable to invalids 
of irritable constitution, as they raise the action of every organ to its natural 
standaid, and universally exercise a calming and sedative influence. 
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SEVEN PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED TO 


GOODALL’S HOUSEHOLD SPECIALITIES 


A SINGLE TRIAL SOLICITED FROM THOSE WHO HA 
NOT YET TRIED THESE SPLENDID PREPARATIONS ~ 


GooPaL's YORKSHIRE RELISH. 
The most delicious aud Cheapest Sauce in the World. 
ingredients. 





A great addition to Cheese. 

Possesses a pleasing piquancy. 

E dish is improved hy its addition. 
Suitable to the Invalid’s of Broth. 
Should be on every Sideboard. 
Epicures pronounce it the best Sauce. 
Fears no i 


Krown all over the world. 
Beware of Colourable I mitations. 


CAUTION. —On exch Label is our Trape Marx, Wil'ow P. 
name, Goopa.t, Backxnouse, and Co. No other is i a ean Plate, and 


OODALL’S YORKSHIRE RELISH. 

This Cheap and Excellent sauce makes the plainest viands palatable, and 
the daintiest di-hes most del The most cultivated culinary connoisseurs 
have awarded the palm to the YORKSHIRE RELISH, on the ground that 
neither its strength nor its piquancy is overpowering. and that its invigorating 
zest by no means impairs the normal flavour of the dishes to which it is added. 
Employed either ‘‘au naturel” as a fi lip to chops, steaks, game, or cold mexts, 
or used in combination by a skilful cook in concocting soups, stews, ragouts, 
curries, or gravies for fishes and made dishes. 

The only cheap and good sauce.—Sold by Grocers, Oilmen, Chemists, 


&c., in bottles, 6d., 1s., and as. each. 


Prepared by GOODALL, BACKHOUSE and Co., Leeds. 


ESTIMONTAL. 


4, Wimbourne Street, New North Road, London, N.. May 18. 1875. 

Gentlemen,—I hve not the pleasure of knowing you—pever met you—never 
taw you—but still for a great length of time my sideboard has never lacked 
your celebrated “‘ Yorkshire Relish,” and it gives me very great pleasure to 
forward this testimonial in its favour, provided you think it worthy of your 
acceptance. 

My sedentary habits as a writer for the magarines, &c., very often made me 
exceedirely peevish with my meals, but still no matter what I have, your 
‘* Yorkshire Relish ’’ always brings meto. Sometimes I have a hot joint that it 
enriches, sometimes cold meat that it makes exceedingly tasty and palatable—- 
with soup it is charming. And sometimes when the press is waiting for matter, 
I can make a very good makeshift for dinner with a roll steened in it ; so that in 
each and every sense of the word I cannot speak too highly of that which } 
find so gord, so useful, and so cheap If it is likely to be productive of good, 
you are quite at liberty to publish this —Yours truly, 

The Author of ‘* Grace Darling,” “‘ Harriet Stanton,” “ The Wreck of the Royal 
Charter,’”’ &c. 


To Goodall, Backhouse, and Co., Leeds. 








OODALL’S BAKING POWDER. 
Awarded seven Prize Medals for superior quality. 
Unrivalled for efficiency and purity. 
Recommended by all who have tried it. 
Manufactured from the purest ingredients. 
Testimonials innumerable. 
TDispenses with brewer's veast. 2 
The best in the world. Defies comparison. 
OODALL’S BAKING POWDER. 

The cheapest, berause the best. Indispensable to every household, and an 
inestimable boon to housewives. Makes delic‘ous puddings without eggs, pastry 
without butter, and beautiful light bread without yeast. One trial will convince 
the most sceptical of its superiority over others. 
ana by Grocers, Oilmen, and Chemists, &c., in 1d. packets, 6d., 1s., 2s., 

5s. tins, 
Prepared by GOODALL, BACKWOUSE and Co., Leeds. 


OODALL’S QUININE WINE. 

Highly recommended by the most eminent physicians, and acknowledged 
to be the best and cheapest tonic yet introduced. Strengthens the whole system, 
and stimulates the appetite. Is invaluable for indigestion. nervousness, gout, 
rheumatic, &c. Has proved an invaluable and agreeable stomachic to all 
suffering from general debility and loss of appetite. The hect restorative for the 
weak, veung, or aged. It is admirably adapted for delicate children. and is 
especially suited as a vehicle forthe administration of cod-liver -i', where the com- 
bined effects of Quinine and of the Ol. Jecoris Aselli is desirale. A wine glass 
full twice or thrice a day will be found both grateful and efficacious in all cases im 
which a cordial tonic is required, far superior to sherry and bitters or bitter beers 
—Sold by Chemists, Grocers. &c.. at ts.. 1s. 134d., 28.. and 2s, 3d., per bottle. 

Prepared by GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, and CO., Leeds. 
ESTIMONIAL from Miss EmILy FAITHFULL. 
Victoria Press, 85, Praed Street, London, W.. Aug. 29, 1874. 
Dear Sirs, —Having tested your excellent Quinine Wine, I am only too glad to 
testify to its efficacy in neuralgia, &c., as a certain cure and preventive, which is 
better than cure.—Vours truly, Emitvy FarrHFucy. 
To Messrs. Goodall, Backhouse, and Co., Leeds. 


OODALL’S CUSTARD POWDER. 
Delicious to Plum Pudding. 


OODALL’S CUSTARD POWDER. 


Delicious to Jam Tarts. 


(OODALL’S CUSTARD POWDER. 


Delicious to Stewed Rice. 


OODALL’S CUSTARD POWDER. 


__ Delicious to all kinds of Fruit. 


COODALL’S CUSTARD POWDER. 


Delicious to everything. 


























(ROODALL’S CUSTARD POWDER, 


for making delicious custards without eges, in less time and at half the 

rice, Unequalled for the purpnses intended. Will give the utmost ee 
if the instructions given are implicitly followed. The proprietors entertain a 

greatest confidence in the article, and can recommend it to house! eepers geome ¥ 

as a useful agent in the preparation of a good custard. Give it a tria ei 

Sold in boxes, 6d. and 1s. each, by Grocers, Chemists, Italian Wa: ehouservea, &C- 


Prepared by GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & CO., White Horse Street, Leeds. 
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DEVONSHIRE PARK, EASTBOURNE. 





CHRISTMAS WEEK. 





SATURDAY. 


Afternoon at THREE ; 


JULIAN ADAMS’ 


December 27th, 
Evening at EIGHT. 


CONCERTS. 


VOCALISTS: 


MapaME PATEY, Contralto; Mpite. JOSE SHERRINGTON, Soprano; EDWARD LLOYD, Tenor ; 
JULIAN ADAMS, Solo Pianoforte ; and other Eminent Artistes. Grand Orchestra and Solo Performers. 


Conductor—Mr. JULIAN ADAMS. 


See Programmes, to be had at the Devonshire Park. 


The L. B. and S.C, Railway Train Service is available. 





THEATRES, &c. 
LYCEUM THEATRE. 


Sole Lessee and Manager—Mr. Henry Irvine. 





THE MERCHANT OF VENICE, 


Shakespeare’s Comedy, having been received with the utmost enthusiasm, will 
be repeated every evening at 8 o’clock, until further notice. 

SHYLOCK, MR. IRVING. PORTIA, MISS ELLEN TERRY. 

MORNING PERFORMANCES of the MERCHANT OF VENICE, 
- EVERY SATURDAY, at 2 o’Clock, until futher notice 


Box Office open daily from 1o to 5 under the direction of Mr. Joseph Hurst, 
where seats can be booked six weeks in advance. 


NEW SADLER’'S WELLS. 


Proprietor and Manager—Mrs. BATEMAN. 
EW SADLER’S WELLS.—The Telegraph says: 


“The occupants of a sixpenny gallery, a shilling pit, the four shilling 
pir x fowe and two shilling pit stalls and family circle, find themselves alike 
well placed fer commanding an uninterrupted view of the stage and enjoying 
the evening’s per‘ormance in ease and comfort.” No fees. Doors open at seven. 


EW SADLER’S WELLS.—MISS BATEMAN 

as LEAH, THIS EVENING, at 7.30. 
The Theatre will be CLOSED on Monday and Tuesday for Rehearsals. On 
WEDNESDAY, December 24 ;: BOXING-DAY, Dec. 26, and every Evening, 
the Christmas Pantomime, THE FORTY THIEVES. Box-office now open. 











ONDON LIBRARY, 12, St. James’s Square, 
London. Founded 1841. 


Patron—H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES. 
PresipENT—THOMAS CARLYLE, Esq. 


This Library contains go,coo Volumes of Ancient and Modern Literature, in 
various Languages. 

Subscriptions, £3 a year, or £2, with Entrance Fee of £6 ; Life Membership, 
£26. Fifteen volumes are allowed to Country and ten to Town Members. 
Reading Rooms open from Ten to Half-past Six. Prospectus on application. 


ROBERT HARRISON, Secretary and Librarian. 


WINTER EXHIBITION. 


THE . THE GROSVENOR GALLERY 
EXHIBITION OF 
WATER-COLOUR DRAWINGS AND 
GROSVENOR PENCIL STUDIES BY LIVING 
ARTISTS, 
WILL OPEN JANUARY ist. 1880. 


_ Admission One Shilling. 
Season Tickets, Five Shillings. 





GALLERY. 





IAMONDS and other PRECIOUS. STONES. 

Scientific inion given as to GENUINENESS, PURITY, 

VALUE. — BRYCE-WRIGHT, Mineralogist, 90, Great Russell Street, 
London, W.C. 


IX PER CENT. FIRST MORTGAGE (WATER- 
WORKS) DEBENTURES. 


For full particulars apply to 
F. R. DUKE, 7, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 


IMPERIAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
(Established 1803). 
OLD BROAD STREET, E.C.; and 16 and 17, PALL MALL, SW. 








Capital £1,600,000. Paid up and Invested, £700,0¢¢. 
E. COZENS SMITH, General Manager. 





HCENIX FIRE OFFICE, Lombard Street and 
Charing Cross, London. Established 1782. 
Prompt and Liberal Loss settlements, 
Insurances effected in all parts of the world. 
JOHN J. BROOMFIELD, Secretary. 


NORTH BRITISH AND MERCANTILE 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 


INCORPORATED BY Rovat CHARTER AND ACTS OF PARLIAMENT. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
POLICIES FALLING DUE at CHRISTMAS should be RENEWED 
within fifteen days from the 25th instant. 
Receipts may be had of the various Agencies and Branches, and at the Head 
e, 
LONDON, 61, THREADNEEDLE STREET, E.C. 
West-ENnD Orricz, 8, WATERLOO PLACE, S.W, 
December, 1879. 


THE LIVERPOOL, LONDON, AND GLOBE 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 
1, Dale Street, Liverpool ; Cornhill & Charing Cross, London | 


FIRE—LIFE—ANNUITIES. 
The report and accounts for the year 1878 showed the net yearly 
income ve ove see eee oo ase aoe ee «+41, 508,070 
The capital (paid up) eee eee eee eos eee @ee ess «=. 245, 640 
The general teserve and fire re-insurance fund ... ... see wee 
The fife department funds were increased during 1878 by oan oo» «=: 086, 745 
And n w amount to eee eee one one ove eee see oe 3,912,715 
The aoe re mane that the moe im Stneiag Class non, Seem 
very successful, enabling Company to declare the high reversionary us 
of 358 per cent. per annum on the policies effected in that class during the 
quingvennium. 
A de'criptions of vire Assu'ances effected upon favourableterms, 
Fi-e Renewal Premiums falling due at CHRISTMAS should be Paid within 


Fifteen Days therefrom. 


THE EXAMINER: | 


An Independent Weekly Review of Politics, Literature, 
Science, and Art. 


PORTRAITS OF EMINENT LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC MEN 
are now published weekly in the EXAMINER. 


They are executed by Messrs. VINCENT Brooks and 
Co., on tinted paper, and are accompanied by full 
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. : 

There is no diminution in the matter contained in 
the ExaMINER, and no increase of price. ge 

The following portraits have already. appeared,and 
the papers containing them will be forwarded om receipt 
ot fifty-one stamps:— f 
1.. PROFESSOR DARWIN. | 4. PROFESSOR RUSKIN. 
2. ALFRED TENNYSON. | 5. PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
3. THOMAS CARLYLE, 6. CHARLES READE. 

7. PROFESSOR MAX MULLER. 
8. MR. ROBERT BROWNING. 
9. The VERY REV. CHARLES J. VAUGHAN, D.D. 

10. MATTHEW ARNOLD, M.A., D.C,.L., LL.D. 








Special India proofs before letters can be obtained on 
application at the office. rice Ios. 6d. each, including 
notice. 

OFFICE—136. STRAND. 
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BRAND «AND CO.’S 


CONCENTRATED BEEF TEA. 


ESSENCE OF BEEF. 
TURTLE AND VARIOUS SOUPS. 


AND OTHER 


SPECIALITIES for INVALIDS. 


SOLD EVERYWHERE. 


SoLtz Appress — No, 11, LitTLe STANHOPE STREET, 
, HERTFORD STREET, MAYFAIR, W. 


WORDSWORTH’S COCA LEAF 


(REGISTERED), 


or, Chemical Food of Health. 


Tue never-failing and specific Remedy for Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Debility, 
Nervous Prostration, and Sleeplessness, affords Immediate Relief, and in 
most cases effects a permanent e. 


Sold only in bottles, 2s..9d., §s. 11d., and £1 1s. Of 


H. WORDSWORTH & CO., Homepathic Chemists, 
6, Sloane Street, London. 


Patentees of the New ‘‘ Washable”’ Respirator, 7s. 6d. and ras. 6d. each. 
A “USEFUL” CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 


EMORY EXTRAORDINARY. By 
Correspondence. Particulars Post Free of Mr. STOKES, Royal 
‘olytechnic, 3¢9, Regent Street, London, W. Class on TUESDAY, 3 and 
8.30. ‘*Stokes on Memory,” by return of post, 14 stamps; Memory Globe, 
14 stamps. 


HRISTMAS PRESENTS.—Nothing is so highly 

appreciated as a case of GRANT’S MORELLA CHERRY BRANDY, 

which can be ordered of any Wine Merchant, or direct of ‘I’. Grant, Distillery, 

Maidstone, Queen's quality, as supplied to Her Majesty, 42s. per dozen, net ; 

Sportsman’s special quality, sos. per dozen. Prepayment required. Carriage 
free in England. 





MAPPIN & WEBB’S 
CUTLERY. 


"Oxrorp Street, W. Mansion House Buitpincs, E.C., Lonpon. 


ae ee ere BANK. Established 1851. 29 
and 30, Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane. 


DEPOSITS received at INTEREST for stated periods, or repayable on 
demand, Current Accounts opened with persons ey introduced, and 
Interest allowed on the minimum monthly balances. No charge made for keep- 
ing Accounts. Letters of Credit and Circular Notes issued. 

e Bank undertakes the custody of Securities of Customers, and the 
Collection of Bills of Exchange, Dividends, and Coupons. Stocks and Shares 
purchased and sold, and advances made thereon. 

Office Hours from 1o till 4, excepting Saturdays, then from 1o to 2. On 
Mondays the Bank is open until 9 p.m. 
A Pamphlet, with full particulars on application. 


FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 


HYDROPATHY IN SOUTH DEVON. 


BISHOPS-TEIGNTON, 
** The Madeira of England.” 


A beautiful Winter Residence, about two miles from the coast. 
Turkish, Electro-Chemical, and other Baths, under Medical supervision.— 
For terms and references apply to C. F. CARPENTER, Proprietor. 


A Book worth Reading. ‘‘HOW TO REGAIN HEALTH, AND LIVE 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS.” By One Who Did It. 


To be obtained of Messrs. Simpkin, Marshall and Co., London; or of C. F. 
CARPENTER, “ Health Resort,” Bishops-Teighton, South Devon. 


ABERDEEN GRANITE MONUMENTS, 


4. a From £5. Carriage free. 








" M accurate and beautiful. Tron Railings and Tomb Furnishings 
Inscriptions “Q TFN anes “eneiete: ANGuw.. 
Abbewe ww © ine Rar * 


Plans and Prices from JOHN W. LEGGE, Sculptor, Aberdeen. 





GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 





F ry’s 

FRY’S CARACAS COCOA. 
€ OC OA. A Choice Prepared Cocoa. 

‘* A most delicious and valuable article.”— Standard. 
GUARANTEED PURE. 
7 wes Fry’s COCOA EXTRACT. 
Pure Cocoa only. 

C OCOA. The Superfluous Oil Extracted. 


I. Ss. FRY and SONS. 
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JAMES EPPS AND CO., 
HOMCEOPATHIC CHEMISTS. 


HEAL AND. SON 


HAVE ON SHOW THE LARGEST STOCK 
IN LONDON OF 


BEDROOM FURNITURE. 


HEAL & SON’S CATALOGUE, with 450 Designs of 
Bedsteads and Bedroom Furniture, with Price Lists of 
Bedding, sent Free by Post. 


197, 198. } Torrennam Court Roap, Lonpoy, wc. 











PAINLESS DENTISTRY. 





MR. G. H. JONES, 
SURGEON-DENTIST, 


Of 57, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, BLOOMSBURY (immediately 
opposite the British Museum), 


Will be glad to forward his New Pamphlet, gratis and post free, which explains 
the only perfectly Painless system of adapting ARTIFICIAL TEETH 
(protected by Her Majesty's Royai Letters Patent), 


WHICH HAVE OBTAINED FIVE PRIZE MEDALS. 


London, 1862; Paris, 1867; Philadelphia, 1876; Vienna, 1873; 
and New York, 1853. 


CONSULTATION DAILY FREE. 


TESTIMONIAL. 
* Jan. 27, 1877. 
**My dear Sir,—Allow me to express my sincere thanks for the skill and 
attention displayed in the construction of my Artificial Teeth, which render my 
mastication and articulation excellent. I am glad to hear that you have obtained 
Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent to protect waat I consider the perfection of 
Painless Dentistry. In recognition of your valuable services you are at liberty 
to use my name, “S. G. HULCHINS, 
“* By Ay poiatment surgeon-Dentist to the Queen. 
“G. H. Jones, Esq.’’ 


PARTRIDGE AND COOPER, 
MANUFACTURING STATIONERS, 
192, FLEET STREET (Corner of Chancery Lane). 


THE PUBLIC SUPPLIED AT WHOLESALE PRICES. 





CARRIAGE PAID TO THE COUNTRY ON ORDER OVER 20s. 


Per Ream. 
Fine Cream Laid Note .. is ad be se «. from 
Superfine Cream Laid Note... us oo oe oe ee 
Superfine Thick Cream Laid Note, Black Border ., “s ee 
Straw Paper, “ Patent” .. a ee a “> picks 
Large Commercial Note Papers a S., 4S., 5S., and 
Foolscap Papers, blue or cream 10S. 64. 12s. 6d., and 14 


The Vellum Wove “Club House” Note. Superfine Cream or Blue 
Envelopes, 4s. 6d. and 6s, 6d. per 1000, 


ee, erasers Cees) reduced to 1s. per too. Polished Steel 
ies, sunk by t st artists in the trade, at aboy; haif prices charged b 
the retail houses, .,.-ry YH WT ter" peut hall the . 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE post free, 
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LAMPLOUGH’S EFFERVESCING 


PYRETIC SALINE. 


It gives instant relief in headache, sea, or bilious sickness ; cures the worst form 
of skin complaints, fevers, small pox, diseases arising from congested liver ag 
other impurities, by vitalising the blood, thereby resists the infection of measles, 
fevers, and other eruptive affections. 


HAVE IT IN YOUR HOUSES, also LAMPLOUGH’S CONCEN- 
TRATED LIME JUICE SYRUP and USE NO OTHER. 
Sold by all Chemists, and the Maker, 


H. LAMPLOUGH, at the Laboratory, 
113, HOLBORN HILL, LONDON, E.C. 
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SANITAS Disinrectine Fiuin, 





ANTTAS” 


SANITAS Tomer Powoer, 


In 1/., 1/6, & 2/6 Botts. In Galls. at 20/-&8/- | GANITAS Housenorn Soap 
- AP, In 1/ Boxes, 


SANITAS DisinFectina PowoeRr, 


Jars ond in Bulk. | SANITAS ToiLet Soap, 


In 1/- Boxes and in 
/ — SANITAS Totter Fiuio, 1n 1/6 Boxes of Three Tablets. 


SANITAS Disinrectina Soap, 
4d. Bars, and in Bulk 


SANITAS is NON-POISONOUS and GIVES NO STAIN. 


In Y/- and 2/6 Bottles. | SANITAS Tooth Powoer, 
Tn 1/- 


SANITAS 1s THE CHEAPEST ann BEST ANTISEPTIC DISINFECTANT AIR PURIFIER anp DEODORISER. 


HENRY A. IVORY & C0. 


CITY WAREROOM, 


28, Holborn Viaduct. 


TO BE HAD EVERYWHERE IN THE KINGDOM. 


THE “SANITAS” CO., LIMITED, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, E. 


Orchestral Iron Frame Piano.- Yee 
Orehestral Iron Frame Piano.— tat ttime 


separately or in combination. 


Orchestral Iron Frame Piano.— ten ee 


Drawing-room. 


— Orchestral Iron Frame Piano,— {Pextec',2n4 most simple in me- 


STEAM FACTORY, 


chanical arrangement. 


WOOD GREEN, N. Orchestral [ron Frame Piano.— Sane want of this 
Orchestral Attachment can be Applied to any Piano. 


83, LOWER THAMES STREET, 
17 July, 1879. 


MESSRS. JAS. STERNE and CO. 


H AVE now for INSPECTION and SALEa LARGE 
SUPPLY of every description of 


AMERICAN SOUPS, CONDIMENTS, & TOMATOS, 


In Tins, and invite large Consumers, Asylums, Hotel and Restaurant Keepers, 
10 view the same, being prepared to enter into contracts with wholesale buyers 
on mcst favourable terms. 
Private establishments can be supplied at less than Co-operative charges. 
Price Lists forwarded on application. 


WHISKERS AND MOUSTACHIOS 


ARE IMMEDIATELY PRODUCED 
By using W. R. W. WRIGHT'S 


KINGSTON LOTION. 
1/6—One Bottle Guaranteed Sufficient.—1/6 


KINGSTON LOTION is the only producer of these manly appendages. 
KINGSTON LOTION produces them in a few weeks. : 

KINGSTON LOTION contains neither oil nor grease, and is not a salve. 
KINGSTON LOTION, being in a liquid form, can be used at any hour of 





the day. 
KINGSTON LOTION is invisible immediately upon application, and, unlike 
most other p tions has not any Gopleabant smell. : 
KINGSTON LOTION forwarded to any address free from observation for 
1s. 6d. 
Note THE ADDRESS— 


W. R. W. WRIGHT, 8ST, GEORGE ROAD, NEWINGTON, HULL. 





RHEUMATISM IMMEDIATELY CURED by W. R. W. WRIGHT. 


W. R. W. WRIGHT'S RHEUMATIC OILS 


Give Immediate Relief and Permanently Cure in all Cases of 
Rheumatism, Gout, Sciatica, Neuralgia, and Tic Doloreux. 


RHEUMATIC OILS are guaranteed to give immediate relief. _ 
RHEUMATIC OILS always effect a cure, even in long-standing cases, and 
after all other remedies have failed. : 
RHEUMATIC OILS. No household should be without them. ‘ 
RHEUMATIC OILS are the best knewn remedy in all cases of Bruises, 
RHEUMATIC ONLS ave cold in bottles at 24.4 3s: 6d., $0. 6d., and x08 
. ATIC are sold in les at 2s., 38. Od., ” . 
RHEUMATIC OILS See only by W. R, W. WRIGHT, 
NEWINGTON, E 
RHEUMATIC OILS cure pains in the back, head, and face after two applica- 


tions. 
RHEUMATIC OILS are for outward application only. : 
RHEUMATIC OILS do not require the sufferer to make any change from his 
ordinary diet or labour. 1 fi 
RHEUMATIC OILS are the friend of all seafaring men, who, as a rule, su a 
more from Rheumatism than any other class of men. These oe are 
priceless value, as they soon remove the aching pairs which long 
exposure to cold and wet produces. 


Note the Address—W, R, W. WRIGHT, NEWINGTON, HULL, 





HE HOLMAN PAD PLACED OVER the 


STOMACH and LIVER, from which nearly all 
diseases have their origin, will exert a never 
failing beneficial influence over the vital forces 
(nerves and blood). 


T CONTAINS WONDERFUL PROPERTIES con- 
sisting of healthy tonics that are sent into the 
Wr diated ha path bc dghivcwtee 
without which digestion and good vimlising Maids 


(blood) is impossible. 

1? ALSO HAS OTHER PROPERTIES | that 
absorb all foreign matter from the system, found 
in the blood, whether Medicinal, Malarious, 
Bilious, &c. It will do for you what nothing else 
can. Think, too, how very inexpensive it is 
compared with most other treatments, As a 
family remedy for cheapness, safety, convenience, 
and effectiveness it commends itself to every 
household. 


Child's Pad, 7s. 6d. ; Regular Size, ros. ; Special Size, rss. 
Absorptive Medicinal Flaster, 2s. 6d, 
Holman Liver Pad Company, ro, Argyll St., Regent St., London, W. 
Consultations free of charge. Prospectus free of charge. 


THE GREAT ANTISEPTIC MEDICINE. 
Have a Pure Body an Good Health by taking Dr. EVANS’S 


PURE VEGETABLE CARBON, 


NATURE’S GREAT BLOOD PURIFIER. 
Perfectly tasteless and void of smell, and can be taken by the most delicate, 
is i ew and worderful cure for Indigestion, Wind, Foul Breath, Head- 

ache Bile, Actiity, Incipient Consumption, Eruptions of the Skin, and all 
disorders that can emanate from Impure Blood. — a 

And is universally patronised by persons suffering from Constipation, and every 
complaint emanating from sluggish action of the internal organs. It has been 
found a wonderful remedy for the inhabitants of South Africa, who, it is 
notorious, suffer from the above-named complaints, and large quantities have 
been supplied for the African Army. 

Sold by Chemists in 2:. 64. and 10s. cases; or post free of 


ES GOODFELLOW and CO., 46 and 48, City Road, London, 
ae chests for the Colonies can te obtained at a reduced rate. 


BLAIR’S GOUT PILLS. 
THE GREAT BEMEDY 


FOR GOUT AND RHEUMATISM. 


HE excruciating Pain is quickly Relieved and Cured 


in a few days by this celebrated Medicine. 
ill i restraint of diet during their use, and are certain 
sia ee. ous ‘stacking any vital part.—Sold by all Chemists, 
1s, 144d. and 2s. 9d. per box. 
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1655 THE EXAMINER. 
A Selection of Volumes from CASSELL, PETTER, GALPIN, and C0.’8 Catalogue, 





Dec. 20, 1879. 





SUITABLE FOR CHRISTMAS anD NEW YEAR'S GIFTS, 


REWARDS, PRIZES, &c. 





SIXTH EDITION. 
Canon Parrar's Life of St. Paul. By the Rev. F. W. 


FARRAR, D.D., F.R.S., Canon of Westminster, and Chaplain in Ordinary 
to the Queen, author of “ The Life of Christ,” &c. 9 vols., cloth, 248°: 
Morocco, 428. 


TWENTY-FOURTH EDITION. 


— Careers a e io. Christ. Library Edition, 2 vols., 
; somely in morocco, 428. Illustrated Edition, cloth 

gilt, ers; elegantly bound ia calf or moroce, 428. 

ue Europe. Complete in 5 vols., with 65 
exquisite Steel Plates and nearly 1000 Original Illustrations, cloth gilt, gilt 
edges, 42s. each ; best morocco gilt, each £5 5s. 

“As an entire work, ‘Picturesque Europe’ must assert its right to be 
considered as the standard book on the subject, whether we regard the 
soon matter or the exquisite plates which accompany it, and which it 

idates so perfectly."— Morning Post. — 

The Magazine of Art. Vols. I. and IT., each containing 
— of 200 I}lustrations, cloth ile edges, each 7*. 6d. 

” excellence and variety of its illustrations are not its only merit, for the 
letter-press is of very high quality. Every sort of fine or decorative art is 
represented.” — Spectator. 

Chasnetee ee from Sponges ; consisting of Six 

‘ac-simi erroductions, in large io size, of Drawings by Frep 
Basnand. Secoad Rdition, in portfolio, as. The subjects ane: 

MRS. GAMP. BILL SIKES. SIDNEY CARTON. 

ALFRED JINGLE. LITTLE DORRIT. PICKWICK. 

‘* These drawings are vigorously conceived and executed, and are entitled to a 
hearty welcome.”—7imes. 

Morocco; its People and Places. By EDMONDO DE 
AMICIS. Translated by C. ROLLIN-TILTON. Extra crown 4to, with 
about 200 Original Iustrations, cloth, ars. 

‘This is avery agreeable book to read. The illustrations are remarkable as 
sven great spirit, and admirably expressive of the character of the people.” 
—Times, 


American Painters. Demy (4to, with 83 Illustrations, 


cloth gilt, ars. 

, uation aummet be done to this admirable book without a more thorough 

analysis both of its illustrations and its literary contents than is possible here.” 

—Spectator. 

Pleasant Spots around Oxford. By ALFRED RIMMER. 
Second Editior, with 72 Original Woodcuts, cloth gilt, ars. 

The International Portrait Gallery ; containing Portraits 
in Colours, executed in the best style of Chromo-lithography, of the Distin- 
— — of Foreign Nations, with Biographies. Demy 4to, cloth 
g£ 12s. . 

Gur Own Country. Vol. I., with upwards of 200 
Original Ilustrations and Steel Frontispiece, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

* An unusually handsome volume.” —Morning Post. 

The Great Painters of Christendom, from Cimabue to 
Wilkie. By Jonn Forses-Ropertson. Royal gto, Illustrated, cloth gilt, 
price £3 35. 

Countries. of the World. By RoBERT BROWN, F.R.G.S. 
4 vols, each vol. with 130 Illustrations, each 73. 6d. 

** Shows iderable power of graphic description, and contains a vast 
amount of rea)ly trustworthy geographical information. The boox is profusely 
illustrated." — 7 imes. 

Old and New London. Complete in 6 vols., with 1200 
Illustrations and Maps, each 9*.; in library binding, complete, £ 3. 

Science for All. Yearly Volume. With about 350 
Illustrations and Diagrams, gs. 

Heroes of Britain in Peace and War. Vol. I., with 

about 150 Original Illustrations, 7s. 6d. 


The Sea; its Stirring Stories of Adventure, Peril, and 
Heroism. Vols. I. and II., each volume containing upwards of 100 Original 
Illustrations, each 7s. 6d. 

Russo-Turkish War (Cassell’s History of'. Complete 


in 2 vols., extra crown 4to, with about 500 Illustrations, cloth, each gs. 


A YVear’s Cookery; giving Dishes for Breakfast, 
Incheon, and Dinner for Every Day in the Year, with Practical Instruc- 
tions for their Preparation. By PHILLIS BROWNE, author of *‘ Common- 
sense Housekeeping.” Cloth gilt, ss. 

Household Guide (Cassell’s). New and Revised Edition, 
complete in 4 vols., with Illustrations on nearly every page, and Coloured 
Plates, cloth, each 6s. 

THE LARGEST AND MOST COMPLETE DICTIONARY OF 
COOKERY EVER PRODUCED. — 

Cassell's Dict of Cookery. With numerous 

Engravings and Full-page Coloured Pilates, containing about goo Recipes, 
hall sean price 15s. : : 

“* One of the most handsome, practical, and c »mprehensive books of cookery.” 

—Saturday Review, 

The Domestic Dictionary. (Uniform with ‘‘ Cassell’s 
Dictionary of Cookery.”) An Encyclopedia for the Household. Half 


roan, 158. 2 : : 
** A book which claims the favour of the public for substantial merits.”’"—77es, 


The Family Physician: A Modern Manual of Domestic 
Medicine. ®y Physicians and Surgeons of the principal Londoa Hospitals. 
Royal 8vo pp 1050, cloth, 218, ; 

“The ‘Family Physician’ is likely to be of great and permanect use,”— 

Saturd ay Review. 


Life of the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M.P., D.C.L. 
By GEORGE BARNETT SMITH. Second Bditioa, 2 vols.,demy 8vo, 


cloth, 24s. 

Te will t strange if any of Mr. G'adstone’s countrymen, save only the 
bitter partisan, can read this story of his public life withou feeling grate 
his biographer.” —///ustrated Toutes lives. - ; =" 
Escott’s England.—England; its People, Polity, and 

Pursuits. By T. H. S. ESCOLT. 2 vols, demy 8vo, cloth, 24s. 

‘* A massive achievement, and one which is likely jae excellent service.’’ 
—Saturday Review. 

The Encyclopedic Dictionary: a New and Original 
Work of Reference to all the Words in the English with a full 
account of their Origin, Meaning, Pronunciation, aud Use. ROBERT 
HUNTER, M.A., F.G.S., Memb. Bibl. Archz>l, Society, &c. Assisted 

various eminent Authorities. Vol. I., price ros. 64. 

** For fullness, accuracy of definition, excellence of arrangement, and a h 
choice of illustrative quotations, the ‘ Encyclopedic Dictionary ’ need not 
comparison with any rival.’’— Scotsman. 

With the Armies of the Balkans and at Gallipoli in 
3877-78. By Lieut.-Colonel FIFE COOKSON. Third Edition, with 
Maps and Illustrations, ats. 

** An interesting reovresentation of personal experiences, and a trustworthy 
work of reference.”—7imes. 

Professor Morley’s Library of English Literature. 
With a taken from Original MSS., &c. Each Volume complete 
in itself, 

Vol. I. SHORTER ENGLISH POEMS. 12s. 6d. 

Vol. Il. ILLUSTRATIONS OF ENGLISH RELIGION, 11s. 6d, 
Vil IIL, ENGLISH PLAYS, rs. 6d. 

Vo). IV. SHORTER WORKS IN ENGLISH PROSE. rs. 6d. 


Decisive Events in History. By THOMAS ARCHER. 
a age Thousand, extra fep. 4to, with sixteea Original Illustrations, cloth 
lt, 5S. : 
“These events, the turning point of histcry, are well told and admirably 
illustrated.”— Educational Times. 


The Leopold Shakespeare. With “ Edward III.” and 


the ‘* Two Noble Kinsmen,’’ and an Introduction by F. J. Furnrvatt. 
With about 400 Illustrations, cloth, ros. 6d. 


Professor Morley’s English Literature (a First Sketch 
of). By Professor HENRY MORLEY. Sixth and Cheaper Edition, 
crown » Pp. ot2, cloth, 7s. 6d. ; 

** Full of admirable matter carefully and consecutively arranged.’’—Sfectator. 
Through the L Continent; or, The United States 
in 1877-78. By WILLIAM SAUNDERS. Second Edition, ros. 6d. 

** A very ably-written exhaustive work on the resources of the United States.”’ 
Daily Telegraph. : 
Natural H (Cassell’s New). Edited by Professor 

P. MARTIN DUNCAN, M.B. (London), F.R.S. Vols, L., II., and IIT. 
Illustrated throughout, each 9s. : 

“ An invalsable standard ‘book on natural history. The work is profusely 
Serene and no natural history library should be without it.”—Land and 

ater. 

Animal Life Described and Illustrated. By Professor 
E. PERCEVAL WRIGHT, M.A., M D,F.L.S. Profurely Illustrated, r5:. 

“A handsome volume. We can honestly commead Dr, Wright’s ‘ Animal 
Life’ as instructive and trustworth . it is, at the same time, full of iaterest, not 
only for children and the general reaier, but even for young students of natural 
history.” — 7imes. 

Natural History of the Ancients (Gleanings from the). 
By the Rev. W. HOUGHTON, M.A. F.L.S. Illustrated trroughout, 7s. 6d. 

** A charming book, interesting to the naturalist, scholar, Biblical student, and 
general reader.”,—Academy. 

Familiar Wild Flowers. First Series. By F. E. HULME, 
F.L.S., F.S.A. With 40 Full-page Coloured Plates and numerous Wood 
Engravings, cloth gilt, res. 6d. 

Little Folks’ Christmas Volume. With Coloured 
Frontispiece and nearly 500 Pictures, coloured boards, 3s. 6d. 


Living Pages from Many Ages. Crown (4to, with 
upwards of 50 Full-page Illustrations, cloth gilt, 7s. 64. 

Little Hinges. By MADELINE BONAVIA HunT. Illus- 
trated by M. E. Epwarps, cloth gilt, 3s. 6d. 

Careless Kyts; and other Stories. By the late CHARLES 
MARSHALL. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

The Little Folks’ Holiday Album. Crown 4to, Illus- 
trated throughout, cloth, 3s. 6d. 


The Chicken Market; and other Fairy Tales. By 
Professor HENRY MORLEY. Iilustrated, 6s. 


Peggy: and other Tales. By FLORENCE MONTGOMERY. 
New Library Edition, uniform with ‘‘ Misunderstood,” &c. 5s. 


c Flower-Pot; and other Stories. By EDWARD 
GARRETT. Price 5s. 
My Guardian. By ADA CAMBRIDGE. With Illustrations, 
price 6s, 
Old Nursery Rhymes; or, The Merrie Heart. With 8 
Coloured Plates and roo Illustrations, 3s. 64. 
Old Folks at Home. By C. L. MATEAUX. With 150 


Illustrations, 5°. 





*.° Particulars of a large variety of Volumes, suitable for Present ition, will be found in CASSELL, PETTER, GALPIN, and CO.'s COMPLETE 
CATALOGUE, sent free by past on application to Cassell, Petter, Galpin, and Co.'s, Ludgate Hill, London. 


A LARGE 4to ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE, containing upwards of ONE HUNDRED ILLUSTRATIONS, is also published 
at Half-a-Crown by Messrs. CASSELL, PETTER, GALPIN, and CO. 


=== 
Printed for the Proprietor hgsRANKEN and CO., 5. Drury Court, St. Mary-le-Strand ; and Published at 136, Strand, W.C., London, im the 


of Midclesex,—Saturpay, December 29, 1879, 
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